Glendon College, York University

GL/POLS 3135 3.0 Public Law I: The Constitution  and the Courts in Canada
Fall Semester 2009
Location: York Hall, Glendon Campus

Time: 9:00 AM-12:00PM

Course Director: Roger R. Rickwood, Ph.D. LL.M., LL.B, Adjunct Professor MPPAL
Glendon  Office : Sessionals Office ,  Political Science Department, York Hall

Glendon Office Hours: 1:00 PM-3:00 PM or by appointment
Keele Campus Office: Room 107, McLaughlin College, York University

Keele Office Hours: 3:00 PM -4:30 PM or by appointment
Glendon Phone: 416-487-6735     Glendon Fax: 416-487-6852
 Keele Phone: 416-736-2100, ext 20612 ( no voice mail); 416-736-5128 ( Reception) Fax: 416-736-
E-mail: rickwood@yorku.ca or rogerrrickwood@aol.com
Course Description:

This course examines the Canadian constitutional structure (both written and unwritten) and various existing and proposed amendment processes , judicial review of the federal division of powers and the role of the courts and the legal profession in Canada . A strong emphasis is placed on the relationship between law, politics and public policy.

Relationship between Public Law I and Public Law II
On the basis of building the best conceptual & historical framework, the course instructor recommends students take Public Law I before taking Public Law:II: The Charter and the Limits of Public Administration, although there is no university policy to do so. Public Law II will be taught in the winter semester by the same instructor at Glendon College at the same time and day.. Public Law II focuses on judicial review of Canadian, provincial and territorial  public administration  under the Charter and principles of administrative law.
Required Books and Handouts:

Elliott, David, ed. Introduction to Public Law: Sourcebook , 7h edition (Toronto: Captus Press, 2007).

Monahan, Patrick. Constitutional Law,3rd edition (Toronto: Irwin Books Inc, 2007).

Russell, Peter et al, eds. The Court and the Constitution (Toronto: Emond Montgomery, 2007).

Universal Declaration of Human Rights(UDHR) , UN General Assemnly Resolution, 1948 (to be distributed in class).
United States Bill of Rights (USBR) ( to be distributed in class).
Course Web Site
There is no course website at this time for GL/POLS Public Law I.. Steps will be taken to develop one during the course. Students interested in exploring various  Constitutional themes, concepts and cases are referred to the website of Professort Ian Greene at www.yorku.ca/igreene.. Students will find there several “sub” sites set up by Professors Greene and Rickwood under Professor Rickwood’s name such as Public Law II and PPAL 6100 Canadian Constitutional and Administrative Law which contain useful legal, historical and theoretical materials. 
Course Evaluation Components and Values
Mid Term  30%
Tutorial Presentation 10%
A topic will be chosen from  readings,, legislation, issues, and cases presented to the class . Students can work in teams  or alone but    

General Class Participation 10%  of course value
A register of attendance will be circulated at each session and students are requites to sign in or provide a bona fide excuse for their absence.  A small mark will be earned for every attended session but a better mark will require active as well as passive participation. Marks for active participation are earned for comments or suggestions related to the conceptual themes of the course..
Final Class Day Test (Quiz and Short Answers) 20% of course value
This final day test is allowed under university regulations. It will consist of a quiz of multiple choice and true/false answers and series of short questions drawn from a list of optional questions. Each part will be worth 10% of the course value.
Written Case/Issue Comment 30% of course value

.This will be a minimum of  10 Typewritten pages including title page, table of contents and bibliography. Failure to provide page numbers  or to  provide any of the above  items as well as failure to provide proper footnotes, endnotes or in text citation will mean a penalty of 5%-10% of the earned value of the paper. Footnotes and bibliography are to be presented using a recognized university style guide.. Possible cases can be found in Peter Russell”s book The Courts and the Constitution.  Choice of case or issue comment is to be approved by the instructor.prior to submission.  Students can elect to present a draft outline of their topic with key documentation and conceptual framework roughed in for 10 of the course value with a final 20% being available for the final draft. Always keep a hard copy of any work presented as electronic machinery used in the preparation of case and issue comments frequently breaks down  and all data is lost.
Class and Evaluation  Schedule and Associated Readings:

September 7 Labour Day
September 14 Class I  Introduction to Course and Overview

September 21 Class 2

September 24-Last Date to enroll without permission of the instructor

September 28 Class 3

October 2 Class 4

October 9-Last date to enroll with permission of the instructor

October 12 No class due to Thanksgiving Holiday and Fall Reading Week Oct 10-16

October 19 Class 5

October 26 Class 6

November 2 Class 7

November 6-Last date to withdraw from course without receiving a grade.

November 16 Class 8

November 23 Class 9

November 30 Class 10

December 7 Class 11- Final Day Test (20(Quiz and Short Answers on Key Facts, Dates& Concepts)
December 8- Fall Classes End-Last Day to Submit Fall Term Work-Case /Issue Comment Due-No extensions without formal signed university deferral presented to instructor and signed off by him.
December 22 Fall semester ends
