Objective

The objective of this proposed project is to produce a White Paper that describes and assesses current practices across Canada for providing quality interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and in court annexed programs and services. 

Activities/Approach

The following activities are required to achieve the objective of the proposed project: 

1.1 Collaborate with ACCA members, court clerks and other SMEs to quantify the demand for interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and in court annexed programs and services.

2.1 Research legislation, case law, policies, codes, etc. to identify and describe standards of quality for interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and in court annexed programs and services. 

2.2 Summarize an ideal standard of quality for court interpretation services. 

3.1 Collaborate with ACCA members, court clerks and other SMEs to identify and describe various current practices for providing quality interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and in court annexed programs and services. 

3.2 Assess the advantages and disadvantages of these practices.

4.1 Identify and describe gaps in current practices for providing quality interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and in court annexed programs and services.
4.2 Research, identify and describe additional approaches for filling gaps for providing quality interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and in court annexed programs and services (i.e. such as through the use of teleconferencing, videoconferencing or other technology; or, if time permits, by researching approaches for providing quality court interpretation services in foreign jurisdictions, such as Australia and the United States).

4.3 Assess the advantages and disadvantages of these approaches. 

Scope 

The following activities are “in scope” and “out of scope” for the proposed project: 

	In Scope
	Out of Scope

	- Interpretation services in court proceedings, at court counters and for court annexed programs and services 
	- Other interpretation services, such as parliamentary interpretation and conference interpretation services 

- Translation 

- Terminology  

	- Describing and assessing practices and approaches for providing quality court interpretation services 
	- Developing and recommending practices and approaches for court interpretation services 

-Extensive/comprehensive research and reporting of approaches for providing quality court interpretation services in foreign jurisdictions


