
Restorative Resolutions Project (1993)

Description:

The Restorative Resolutions Project is a community-based justice program that offers an alternative to the punitive criminal justice system in Canada. The program is based upon restorative justice principles, integrating restorative principles with sound intervention practices in order to involve victims and the community in the criminal justice process. It seeks to hold offenders accountable for their behaviour in the community, to be sensitive to the needs and concerns of victims, and to reduce the costs of the criminal justice system. 

The goal of the program is to develop behavioural changes and encourage individual growth for both men and women who have been in trouble with the law. In order to be eligible for Restorative Resolutions, an offender must be facing jail time of 6 or more months, must plead guilty, and must be prepared to accept behavioural responsibility in the community. Further, offenders that can seek Restorative Resolutions include those who have committed property offences (break and enter, theft, fraud, and breach of trust), personal offences (assault and robbery) or driving offences where there are identifiable victims. 

Referrals to the program can come from lawyers, judges, corrections officers and other members of the community. Participation in the program is voluntary, and individuals can choose to withdraw in order to go back through the traditional court sentencing systems if they so choose. The Restorative Resolutions intake staff utilize established guidelines in order to accept only those offenders who are most likely to succeed under the restorative framework.

Status:
Ongoing

Jurisdiction:
Provincial – Manitoba

Body Responsible For Reform:
Manitoba Justice sponsored by the John Howard Society of Manitoba

Timeline: 
Pilot project established to replace defunct Alternative Sentencing Project in Winnipeg (known as Restorative Resolutions) – Oct 1993-1996;


After two evaluations, Restorative Resolutions became permanent – 1996-ongoing.

Publications:
Bonta, J., Wallace-Capretta, S.,& Rooney, J. (1998). Restorative justice: An evaluation of the restorative justice project. (User Report 1998 – 05). Ottawa: Solicitor General Canada.


http://www.johnhoward.ab.ca/pub/C26.htm

http://www.johnhoward.mb.ca/pages/3_01.php?pageID=3_01#community

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/2005-02-evl-coljust-eng.aspx

http://s3.amazonaws.com/zanran_storage/www.sfu.ca/ContentPages/81721867.pdf
Purpose:

The goal of Restorative Resolutions is to create a new model for criminal justice that exists alongside traditional criminal court procedures. The Restorative Resolutions Project follows similar Aboriginal justice initiatives across Canada. Instead of punishing offenders, the approach is to allow offenders to regain acceptance and trust back in the community.

Restorative Resolutions is a community-based reintegration project designed to provide an alternative to incarceration, an appropriate venue for community and offender interaction, victim and community participation in the administration of justice, and cognitive and therapeutic rehabilitative programs with the intent of reducing recidivism. Importantly, the project aims to build connections between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal cultures. 
Results: 

In terms of an alternative to incarceration, according to an evaluation of Restorative Resolutions conducted in 1998, over 90% of offenders had been classified as medium to high risk and were recommended for custodial sentences. This means that many participants in the Restorative Resolutions program were held in jails in order to pursue restorative justice frameworks. 

Restorative justice often involves victim participation and the repair of harm through interactions with offenders. It was reported in the same 1998 evaluation that while few victims were willing to directly engage with offenders in face-to-face meetings, some indirect engagement occurred through written apologies (58 out of 174 offenders) and restitution (received by 50% of the victims totaling more than $130,000). In a 2002 evaluation of the program, it was established that 38.2% of victims engaged in some form of exchange (meeting, shuttle mediation, etc.) with their offender, and community service was part of 96% of offenders reparation plans. 

Recidivism rates for offenders having participated in Restorative Resolutions were lower when compared to criminal history and personal-demographically matched inmates and probationers. In the available 1998 evaluation, individuals participating in Restorative Resolutions experienced only half as many recidivism rates in comparison to probation offenders. Restorative Resolution clients also demonstrated lower recidivism rates in comparison to similar programs, with the difference attributed to the addition of treatment services available.
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