October 20, 2007
GS/Law 6761.03, Fall 2007

Some Theoretical Perspectives on Public Law and Administration
Take-Home Exam
Students may write this examination for 100% of the final grade.  The exam is due on Friday, November 30 (unless other arrangements are made with the course director) and may be filed by email:  CMurray@osgoode.yorku.ca.
Answer both of the following questions.  Each question should be answered with an essay of no more than 2,500 words in length (10 pages double-spaced).

1.  Write a creative piece on one either (a) or (b):

a) Think of a situation in which a background in theoretical perspectives on public law and administration might have helped you to resolve a problem in your workplace or your practice, and explain how this background might have helped you.  Make reference to relevant readings from the course.

b)  You have been asked to give an after-dinner speech to the Administrative Law Section of the Canadian Bar Association in your province on the following topic: “How a familiarity with the academic literature on theoretical issues related to administrative law might (or might not) advance my career."  Write your speech.  Make reference to relevant readings in this course.

2.  Imagine that you are the court reporter for the Vancouver Sun.  You are aware of an important administrative law case that was decided by the British Columbia Superior Court in 2006:  McKenzie v. Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General et al., 2006 BCSC 1372.  Having just completed a course on theoretical perspectives on public law and administration, you realize that the case engages a number of issues discussed in your course.  The decision of the Supreme Court was appealed to the British Columbia Court of Appeal, and on October 19, 2007, the B.C. Court of Appeal issued its decision:  the case was moot.   Write an article for the Vancouver Sun that highlights the theoretical issues that you think are illustrated by this case both in the Superior Court and the Court of Appeal.
British Columbia Court of Appeal decision:  http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/Jdb-txt/CA/07/05/2007BCCA0507.htm
Superior Court decision:  http://www.ccat-ctac.org/en/publications/summaries/McKenzie.pdf
