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39a

erle pleaÄa�te to prynces paye
to clanly clos in golde Äo|clere
oute of oryent Æ hardyly Äaye
ne proued Æ neu¥ her precios pere
Äo ro�de Äo reken in vche araye
Äo Ämal Äo Ämo%e her Äyde' were
quere Äo eu¥ Æ Æugged g�me' gaye
Æ|Äette hyr Äengeley � Äynglure

allas Æ|leÄte hyr �|on erbere
%ur' greÄÄe to gro�de hit fro me yot 10
Æ|dewyne for#dolked of luf daungere
of %at pryuy perle w #outen Äpot
Sy%en � %at Äpote hit fro me Äprange
ofte haf Æ wayted wyÄchande %at wele

%at wont wat' whyle deuoyde my wrange
& heuen my|happe & al|my hele
%  dot' bot %rych my hert %range
my breÄte in|bale bot bolne & bele
'et %o't me neu¥ Äo|Äwete a|Äange
as Ätylle Äto�de let to me Ätele 20
for Äo%e %¥ fleten to me fele
to %enke hir color Äo clad � clot
o moul %¢ marre' a|myry iuele
my pªuy perle w #outen Äpotte

3 %at Äpot of ÄpyÄe' #####t nede' Äprede
%er Äuch|ryche' to rot is r�nen
blome' blayke & blwe & rede
%er Ächyne' ful Ächyr agayn %e Ä�ne
flor & fryte may not be fede
%er hit do� drof � molde' d�ne 30
for vch greÄÄe mot grow of grayne' dede
no whete were elle' to wone' w�ne
of goud vche goude is ay by#g�ne
Äo Äemly a|Äede mo't fayly not
%  Äprygande Äpyce' vp ne Äp�ne
of %at pªcios perle wythouten Äpotte
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4 To %at Äpot %at Æ in Äpeche expo�

Æ|entred in|%at erber grene
in augoÄte in a|hy' ÄeyÄo�
quen corne is coruen wyth croke' kene 40
on|huyle %er perle hit trendeled do�
Ächadowed %is worte' ful Ächyre & Ächene
gilofre gyngure & gromylyo�
& pyonys powdered ay by#twene
'if hit wat' Äemly on to|Äene
a|fayr reflayr 'et fro hit flot
%er wonys %at wor%yly Æ|wot & wene
my pªcio� perle wyth#outen Äpot

5 Bifore %at Äpot my|honde Æ Äp�nd
for care ful|colde %at to me ca't 50
a|deuely dele in my hert d�ned
%a' reÄo� Äette my#Äeluen Äa't
Æ|playned my perle %  %¥ wat' Äp�ned
wyth fyrte Äkylle' %at faÄte fa't
%a' kynde of kryÄt me comfort k�ned
my wreched wylle � wo ay|wra'te
Æ|felle vpon %at flo¦y fla't
Äuche odo¦ to|my herne' Ächot
Æ|Älode vpon a ÄlepÀg Äla'te
on %at pªcos perle w #outen Äpot 60

ro Äpot my Äpyryt %er Äprang � Äpace
my body on|balke %er|bod �|Äweuen
my goÄte is gon in gode' grace

in auenture %¥ meruayle' meuen
Æ ne wyÄte in|%is worlde quere %  hit wace
bot Æ|knew me keÄte %¥ klyfe' cleuen
towarde a|foreÄte Æ bere %e face
where rych rokke' wer to dyÄcreuen
%e|ly't of hem my't no mon|leuen
%e glemande glory %at of hem gl�t 70
for wern neu¥ webbe' %at wy'e' weuen
of half Äo dere adubmente
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7 Dubbed wern alle %o downe' Äyde'

w  cryÄtal klyffe' Äo cler of kynde
holte#wode' bry't aboute hem|byde'
of bolle' as blwe as ble of|ynde
as bornyÄt Äyluer %e lef on|Älyde'
%at %ike con|trylle on vch a|tynde
quen glem of glode' agayn' hem|glyde'
wyth Ächym¥Àg Ächene ful Ächrylle %ay Ächynde 80
%e grauayl %at on gro�de con grynde
wern pªcio� perle' of oryente
%e Ä�ne#beme' bot blo & blynde
Æn reÄpecte of %at adubbement

8 The adubbemente of %o downe' dere
garten my goÄte al greffe for#'ete
Äo frech flauore' of fryte' were
as fode hit con me fayre refete
fowle' %¥ flowen � fryth � fere
of fla�bande hwe' bo%e Ämale & grete 90
bot Äytole ÄtrÀg & gyt¥nere
her reken myr%e mo't not retrete
for quen %oÄe brydde' her wynge' bete
%ay Äongen wyth a|Äwete aÄent
Äo gracos gle cou%e no mon gete
as here & Äe her adubbement

9 So al wat' dubbet on|dere aÄyÄe
%at fryth %er|fortwne forth me fere'
%e der%e %erof for to deuyÄe
nis no wy' wor%e %at tonge|bere' 100
Æ|welke ay forth �|wely wyÄe
no bonk Äo|byg %  did me dere'
%e fyrre � %e fryth %e|feier con ryÄe
%e playn %e|plontte' %e ÄpyÄe %e pere'
& rawe' & rande' & rych reuere'
as fyldor fyn her bnkes brent
Æ|wan to a water by|Ächore %at Ächere'
lorde dere wat' hit adubbement
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10 The dubbemente of %o derworth depe

wern|bonke' bene of|beryl bry't 110
Äwangeande Äwete %e|water con|Äwepe
wyth a|rownande rourde raykande ary't
� %e fo�ce %¥ Ätonden Ätone' Ätepe
as glente %ur' glas %at glowed & gly't
a|Ätremande Äterne' quen Ätro%e m� Älepe
Ätaren � welkyn � wynt¥ ny't
for vche|a pobbel � pole %er py't
wat' Emerad Äaffer o%¥ g�me gente
%at alle %e lo'e lemed of|ly't
Äo dere wat' hit adubbem�t 120

he dubbem�t dere of do� & dale'
of wod & wat¥ & wlonk playne'
bylde in me blys abated my bale'

for#didden my|ÄtreÄÄe dyÄtryed my payne'
do� after a|Ätrem %at dry'ly hale'
Æ|bowed in|blys bred#ful my brayne'
%e fyrre Æ|fol'ed %oÄe floty vale'
%e more Ätrengh%e of ioye myn|herte Ätrayne'
as fortune fares %¥ as ho frayne'
whe%¥ Äolace ho Äende o%¥ elle' Äore 130
%e wy' to wham her wylle ho wayne'
hytte' to|haue ay more & more

12 More of wele wat' � %at wyÄe
%� Æ|cow%e telle %a'|Æ|tom hade
for vr%ely herte my't not ÄuffyÄe
to %e ten%e|dole of %o gladne' glade
for#%y Æ|%o't %  paradyÄe
wat' %er o%¥ gayn %o bonke' brade
Æ hoped %e water were a|deuyÄe
by#twene myr%e' by mere' made 140
by'onde %e broke by|Älente o%¥ Älade
Æ|hope %  mote merked wore
bot %e water wat' depe Æ|dorÄt not wade
& eu¥ me longed a|more &|more

ß
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13 More & more & 'et wel|mare

me|lyÄte to| Äe %e|broke by#'onde
for if hit wat' fayr %¥ Æ|con fare
wel loueloker wat' %e fyrre londe
abowte me con Æ Ätote & Ätare
to fynde a|for%e faÄte con|Æ|fonde 150
bot wo%e' mo ÆwyÄÄe %¥ ware
%e fyrre Æ|Ätalked by %e|Ätronde
& euer me %o't Æ Ächulde not wonde
for wo %er|wele' Äo wÀne wore
%�ne nwe note me com on honde
%at meued my|mynde ay more|&|more

14 More meruayle con my dom ada�t
Æ|Äe' by'onde %at myry mere
a|cryÄtal clyffe ful reluÄa�t
mony|ryal ray con|fro hit rere 160
at %e fote %¥#of %¥ Äete a|fa�t
a|mayden of menÄke ful|debonere
blyÄnande whyt wat' hyr blea�t
Æ|knew hyr wel Æ|hade Äen hyr ere
as glyÄnande golde %at man con Ächere
Äo Ächon %at Ächene an|vnder Ähore
on|lengh$ Æ loked to|hyr|%ere
%e lenger Æ|knew hyr more & more

15 The more Æ frayÄte hyr fayre face
her fygure fyn quen Æ had fonte 170
Äuche gladande glory con|to me glace
as lyttel byfore %erto wat' wonte
to calle hyr lyÄte con me enchace
bot bayÄm�t gef myn|hert a|br�t
Æ|Äe' hyr in Äo Ätrange a|place
Äuch a|burre my't make mÀ herte bl�t
%�ne vere' ho vp her fayre fro�t
hyr vyÄayge whyt as playn yuore
%at Ätonge mÀ hert ful Ätray ato�t
& eu¥ %e|lenger %e more & more 180
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ore %en me lyÄte my drede aros
Æ|Ätod ful|Ätylle & dorÄte not calle
wyth y'en open & mouth ful|clos

Æ Ätod as hende as hawk � halle
Æ hope %at goÄtly wat' %  porpoÄe
Æ dred on#ende quat Ächulde byfalle
leÄt ho me eÄchaped %at Æ%¥ chos
er Æ at Äteuen hir mo't Ätalle
%at gracios gay w outen galle
Äo Ämo%e Äo Ämal Äo Äeme Äly't 190
ryÄe' vp � hir|araye ryalle
a pªcos pyece � perle' py't

17 Perle' py'te of|ryal prys
%ere mo't mon by grace haf|Äene
quen %at frech as flor de|lys
do� %e bonke con|bo'e by#dene
al blyÄnande whyt wat' hir beau|uiys
vpon at Äyde' &|bo�den bene
wyth %e myryeÄte margarys at my|deuyÄe
%at eu¥ Æ|Äe' 'et with myn y'en 200
wyth lappe' large Æ|wot & Æ|wene
dubbed with double perle & dy'te
her cortel of Äelf Äute Ächene
w  pªcios perle' al vmbe#py'te

18 A py't coroune 'et wer %at gyrle
of mariorys & non o%¥ Äton
hi'e pynakled of cler quyt perle
wyth flurted flowre' perfet vpon
to hed hade ho non o%¥ werle
her lere leke al hyr vmbe#gon 210
her Äembla�t Äade for doc o%¥ erle
her ble more bla't %en whalle' bon
as Ächorne golde Ächyr her fax %�ne Ächon
on|Ächyldere' %at legh$ vnlapped ly'te
her depe colo¦ 'et wonted non
of pªcios perle � porfyl py'te

ç
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19 Py't wat' poyned & vche a|h�me

at honde at Äyde' at ouerture
wyth whyte perle & non o%¥ g�me
&|bornyÄte quyte wat' hyr ueÄture 220
bot a|wonder perle w #outen w�me
in#mydde' hyr|breÄte wat'|Äette Äo Äure
a|m�ne' dom mo't dry'ly d�me
er mynde mo't malte � hit meÄure
Æ|hope no|tong mo't endure
no Äau¥ly Äaghe Äay of %  Äy't
Äo wat' hit clene & cler & pure
%at pªcios perle %¥ hit wat' py't

20 Py't in perle %at pªcios pyse
on wy%¥ half wat¥ com|do� %e Ächore 230
no gladder gome he%en �#to grece
%� Æ quen|ho on|brØme wore
ho wat' me nerre %en|a�te or nece
my Æoy for#%y wat' much %e more
ho ¹fered me Äpeche %  ÄpeciaÂ |Äpyce
enclynande lowe � w�mon|lore
ca'te of her coro� of grete treÄore
& haylÄed me wyth a|lote ly'te
wel wat' me %  eu¥ Æ|wat' bore
to Äware %at Äwete � perle' py'te 240

perle Ï Æ in|perle' py't
art %¢ my perle %at Æ|haf playned
regretted by mÀ one on ny'te

much longeÀg haf Æ|for %e layned
Äy%en into greÄÄe %¢ me agly'te
penÄyf payred Æ|am|for#payned
& %¢ � a|lyf of lykÀg ly'te
in paradys erde of|Ätryf vnÄtrayned
what wyrde hat' hyder my iuel vayned
& don me in %ys del & gret daunger 250
fro we � twÀne wern towen &|twayned
Æ|haf ben a|Æoyle' Æuelere

O
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22 That Æuel %�ne in g�me' gente

vered vp her vyÄe w  y'en graye
Äet on hyr coro� of perle ori�t
& Äoberly after %�ne con|ho Äay
ì 'e haf yo¦ tale myÄe#tente
to Äay yo¦ perle is al|awaye
%at is �|cofer Äo|comly clente
as � %is gardyn gracios gaye 260
here#�ne| to|lenge for|eu¥ & play
%er mys nee mornÀg com neu¥here
her were a|forÄer for %e � faye
if %¢ were a|gentyl Æueler

23 Bot Æueler gente if %¢ Ächal loÄe
%y ioy for a|g�me %at %e|wat'|lef
me %ynk %e put � a|mad porpoÄe
& buÄye' %e aboute a|rayÄo� bref
for %at %¢ leÄte' wat' bot a|roÄe
%at flowred &|fayled as kynde hyt gef 270
now %ur' kynde of|%e kyÄte % |hyt con cloÄe
to a|perle of prys hit is put � pref
& %¢ hat' called %y wyrde a|%ef
%at o't of no't hat' mad %e cler
%¢ blame' %e|bote of %y meÄchef
%¢ art no kynde Æueler

24 A Æuel to me %en wat' %ys geÄte
& iuele' wern hyr g�tyl Äawe'
ÆwyÄe Ï Æ my blyÄfol beÄte
my grete dyÄtreÄÄe %¢ al|todrawe' 280
to|be excuÄed Æ|make requeÄte
Æ|trawed my perle don|out of dawe'
now haf Æ fonde hyt Æ|Ächal ma feÄte
& wony w  hyt � Ächyr wod Ächawe'
&|loue my lorde & al|his lawe'
%at hat' me bro' %ys blys ner
now were Æ at yow by'onde %iÄe|wawe'
Æ were a ioyful Æueler
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25 Iueler Äayde %at g�me clene

wy borde 'e|men Äo madde 'e be 290
%re worde' hat' %¢ Äpoken at ene
vn#a#vyÄed for|Äo%e wern alle %re
%¢ ne woÄte in worlde quat ####on dot' mene
%y worde by#fore %y wytte #######con|fle
%¢ Äays %¢ trawe' me � %is dene
by#cawÄe %¢ may w  y'en me Äe
ano%¥ %¢ Äays � %ys co�tre
%y#Äelf|Ächal won w  me ry't|here
%e %rydde to|paÄÄe %ys wat¥ fre
%at may no ioyfol Æueler 300

halde %at iueler lyttel to prayÄe
%at loue' wel %  he Äe' wyth y'e
& much to|blame & vn#cortoyÄe

%at leue' oure lorde wolde make a|ly'e
%at lelly hy'te yo¦ lyf to rayÄe
%a' fortune dyd yo¦ fleÄch to dy'e
'e|Äetten hys worde' ful weÄternays
%at loue' no#%Àk bot 'e hit Äy'e
& %at �s a|poÀt o|Äorquydry'e
%at vche god mon may euel byÄeme 310
to leue no|tale be t£e to|try'e
bot %at hys one Äkyl may|dem

27 Deme now %y#Äelf if %¢ con|dayly
as man to god worde' Ächulde heue
%¢ Äayt' %¢ Ächal won � %is bayly
me %ynk %e|burde fyrÄt aÄke leue
& 'et of gra�t %¢ my'te' fayle
%¢ wylne' ou¥ %ys water to|weue
er moÄte %¢ ceuer to o%¥ co�Äayl
%y corÄe � clot mot calder keue 320
for hit wat' for#garte at paradys greue
oure 'ore#fader hit con myÄÄe'eme
%ur' drwry deth bo' vch ma dreue
er ou¥ %ys dam hØ dry'tÀ deme

í
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28 Deme' %¢ me Ï Æ my Äwete

to dol agayn %�ne Æ dowyne
now haf Æfonte %at Æ|forlete
Ächal Æ efte for#go hit er eu¥ Æ|fyne
why Ächal Æ hit bo%e myÄÄe & m###ete
my pªcios perle dot' me g############ret pyne 330
what Äerue' treÄor bot gare' men grete
when he hit Ächal efte w  tene' tyne
now rech Æ neu¥ for|to declyne
ne how|fer of folde %at man me fleme
when Æ am partle' of perle' myne
bot durande doel what may men deme

29 Thow deme' no't bot doel dyÄtreÄÄe
%�ne Äayde %at wy't why dot' %¢ Äo
for dyne of doel of lure' leÄÄe
ofte mony mon forgos %e mo 340
%e o'te better %y#Äeluen bleÄÄe
&|loue ay god & wele &|wo
for anger gayne' %e not a|creÄÄe
who nede' Ächal %ole be|not Äo %ro
for %o' %¢ da�ce as any do
bra�dyÄch & bray %y bra%e' breme
when %¢ no|fyrre may to ne fro
%¢ moÄte abyde %at he Ächal deme

30 Deme dry'tyn euer hØ adyte
of %e way a|fote ne wyl he wry%e 350
%y mende' mo�te' not a|myte
%a' %¢ for Äor'e be neu¥ bly%e
ÄtÀst of %y|Ätrot & fyne to flyte
& Äech hys bly%e ful Äwefte & Äwy%e
%y prayer may hys pyte byte
%at mercy Ächal hyr crafte' ky%e
hys comforte may %y lango¦ #ly%e
& %y lure' of ly'tly fleme
for marre o%¥ madde morne & my%e
al lys � hym to dy't & deme 360
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henne demed Æ|to %at damyÄelle
ne wor%e no|wrath#%e vnto my|lorde
if rapely raue Äpornande � Äpelle

my herte wat' al w  myÄÄe remorde
as wallande water got' out of welle
Æ do me ay � hys myÄerecorde
rebuke me neu¥ w  worde' felle
%a' Æ forloyne my dere endorde
bot ly%e' me kyndely yo¦ co�forde
pytoÄly %enkande vpon %yÄÄe 370
of care & me 'e|made acorde
%at er wat' gro�de of alle my blyÄÄe

32 My blyÄÄe my bale 'e|han ben bo%e
bot much %e|bygger 'et wat' my mon
fro %¢ wat' wroken fro vch a wo%e
Æ wyÄte neu¥ quere my|perle wat' gon
now|Æ hit Äe now|le%e' my lo%e
& quen we departed we wern|at on
god forbede we be now wro%e
we|meten Äo Äelden by Ätok o%¥ Äton 380
%a' cortayÄly 'e carp con
Æ|am bot mol &|marere' myÄÄe
bot cryÄtes merÄy &|mary &|Æon
%iÄe arn %e gro�de of alle my|bliÄÄe

33 In blyÄÄe Æ|Äe %e bly%ely blent
& Æ a|man al mornyf mate
'e take %¥#on ful lyttel tente
%a' Æ hente ofte harme' hate
bot now Æ|am here � yo¦ pªÄente
Æ|wolde byÄech wyth#outen debate 390
'e wolde me Äay Æ Äobre aÄente
what lyf 'e lede erly &|late
for Æ|am|ful fayn %at yo¦ aÄtate
is wor%en to|worÄchyp & wele ÆwyÄÄe
of alle my Æoy %e|hy'e gate
hit is � gro�de of alle my blyÄÄe

ß
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34 Now blyÄÄe burne mot %e bytyde

%en Äayde %at lufÄo� of |lyth &|lere
& welc� here to walk &|byde
for now %y Äpeche is to me dere 400
mayÄterful mod &|hy'e|pryde
Æ hete %e arn|heter#ly hated here
my|lorde ne|loue' not for|to chyde
for meke arn alle %  wone' hØ nere
& when � hys place %¢ Ächal apere
be dep deuote � hol mekeneÄÄe
my lorde %e|lamb loue' ay|Äuch chere
%at is %e gro�de of|alle my blyÄÄe

35 A blyÄful lyf %¢ Äays Æ|lede
%¢ wolde' knaw %¥#of %e|Ätage 410
%ow woÄt wel when %y perle con|Ächede
Æ wat' ful 'ong & tender of age
bot my lorde %e lombe %ur' hys god#hede
he toke my#Äelf to hys maryage
coro�de me quene � blyÄÄe to|brede
� lengh$ of daye' %at eu¥ Ächal wage
& ÄeÄed � alle hys herytage
hys lef is Æ am|holy hyÄÄe
hys preÄe hys prys & hys parage
is rote & gro�de of alle my blyÄÄe 420

lyÄful Ï Æ may %ys be trwe
dyÄpleÄe' not if Æ|Äpeke erro¦
art %¢ %e quene of heuene' blwe

%  al %ys worlde Ächal|do|hono¦
we leuen on marye %at grace of grewe
%at ber a barne of vyrgyn flo¦
%e croune fro|hyr quo mo't remwe
bot ho hir paÄÄed � Ä� fauo¦
now for|Äynglerty o|hyr douÄo¦
we calle hyr fenyx of|arraby 430
%at freles fle'e of hyr|faÄor
lyk to %e quen of cortayÄye

è
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37 CortayÄe quen #%�ne Äyde %at gaye

knelande to gro�de folde vp hyr|face
makele' moder & myryeÄt may
bleÄÄed bÀgyner of vch a|grace
%�ne ros ho vp & con reÄtay
& Äpeke me towarde � %at Äpace
ì fele here porchaÄe' & fonge' pray
bot Äupplantore' none w �ne %ys place 440
%at em¹iÄe al|heu�' hat'
& vr%e & helle � her|bayly
of erytage 'et non wyl ho chace
for|ho is quen of cortayÄye

38 The co¦t of %e kyndom of god alyue
hat' a|property � hyt#Äelf beÀg
alle %at may %er#�ne aryue
of alle %e reme is quen o%¥ kyng
& neu¥ o%¥ 'et Ächal depryue
bot vchon fayn of o%¥e' hafÀg 450
& wolde her coro�e' wern wor%e %o|fyue
if poÄÄyble were her mendÀg
bot my lady of quom ÆeÄu con ÄprÀg
ho halde' %e empyre ou¥ v� ful hy'e
& %at dyÄpleÄe' non of oure gÀg
for ho is quene of cortayÄye

39 Of co¦tayÄye as Äayt' ÄaÀt poule
al arn we m�bre' of ihuÁ kryÄt
as heued & arme &|legg & naule
temen to|hys body ful trwe &|tyÄte 460
ry't Äo is vch| a|kryÄten Äawhe
a|longande lym to %e mayÄter of myÄte
%�ne loke what hate o%¥ any gawle
is tached o%¥ ty'ed %y lØme' by#twyÄte
%y heued hat' nau%er greme ne gryÄte
on|arme o%¥ fynger %a' %¢ ber by'e
Äo|fare we alle wyth luf &|lyÄte
to kÀg & quene by cortayÄye
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40 CortayÄe Ï Æ Æ|leue

& charyte grete be|yow am�g 470
bot my Äpeche %at yow ne greue ....................................................................
%y#Äelf in heuen ou¥ hy' %¢ heue
to make %e quen %at wat' Äo|'onge
what more hono¦ mo'te he acheue
%at hade endured � worlde Ätronge
& lyued � pena�ce hys lyue' longe
w  bodyly bale hØ blyÄÄe to|byye
what more worÄchyp mo't ho fonge
%en coro�de be kÀg by cortayÄe 480

hat cortayÄe is to|fre of|dede
'yf hyt be|Äoth %at %¢|cone' Äaye
%¢ lyfed not two 'er � oure %ede

%¢ cow%e' neu¥ god nau%¥ pleÄe ne pray
ne neu¥ naw%er pater ne crede
& quen mad on|%e fyrÄt day
Æ may not traw Äo god me Äpede
%at god wolde wry%e Äo|wrange away
of co�tes damyÄel par|ma|fay
wer fayr � heuen to|halde aÄÄtate 490
o%¥ elle' a|lady of|laÄÄe aray
bot a|quene hit is to dere a|date

42 %er is no|date of hys god#neÄÄe
%en Äayde to me %at wor%y wy'te
for al is traw%e %at he con dreÄÄe
& he may do no#%ynk bot ry't
as mathew mele' � yo¦ meÄÄe
� Äothfol goÄpel of god al#my't
� Äample he can ful gray%ely geÄÄe
& lykne' hit to|heuen ly'te 500
my regne he|Äayt' is lyk on|hy't
to a|lorde %at hade a|uyne Æ|wate
of tyme of|'ere %e terme wat' ty't
to labor vyne wat' dere %e date

ß
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43 %at date of 'ere wel knawe %ys hyne

%e lorde ful|erly vp he ros
to hyre werkmen to|hys vyne
& fynde' %¥ Ä�me to|hys porpos
into acorde %ay|con de#clyne
for a|pene on a|day & forth %ay got' 510
wry%en & worchen &|don gret pyne
keruen & caggen & man hit clos
aboute vnder %e|lorde to marked tot'
& ydel men Ätande he fynde' %erate
why|Ätande 'e ydel he Äayde to %os
ne knawe 'e of %is day no date

44 Er date of|daye hider arn we w�ne
Äo wat' al Äamen her anÄwar Äo't
we haf Ätanden her Äyn ros %e Ä�ne
& no m� bydde' v� do ry't no't 520
gos �to my vyne dot' %at 'e c�ne
Äo|Äayde %e|lorde & made hit to't
what reÄonabele hyre be na't be|r�ne
Æ yow pray � dede & %o'te
%ay wente �#to %e vyne &|wro'te
& al|day %e lorde %�|'ede his gate
& nw men to|hys vyne he bro'te
welne' wyl day wat' paÄÄed date

45 At %e day of date of euenÄonge
on oure byfore %e|Ä�ne go do� 530
he Äe' %er ydel men ful Ätronge
& Äade to hen w  Äobre Äo�
wy Ätonde 'e ydel %iÄe daye' longe
%ay|Äayden her hyre wat' nawhere bo�
got' to my vyne 'emen 'onge
&|wyrke' &|dot' %  at 'e mo�
Äone %e|worlde bycom wel bro�
%e Ä�ne wat' do� & & hit wex late
to|take her hyre he|mad Ä�o�
%e|day wat' al apaÄÄed date 540
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he date of %e daye %e|lorde con knaw
called to|%e reue lede pay %e meyny
gyf hem %e hyre %at Æ|hem owe

& fyrre %at non me may reprene
Äet hem alle vpon a|rawe
& gyf vchon �#lyche a|peny
bygyn at %e laÄte %at Ätande' lowe
tyl to %e fyrÄte %at %¢ atteny
& %�ne %e fyrÄt by#g�ne to pleny
& Äayden %at %ay hade trauayled Äore 550
%eÄe bot on oure hem con Ätreny
v� %Àk v� o'e to take m#ore

47 More haf|we Äerued ########v� %Àk Äo
%at Äuffred han %e da######ye' hete
%�n %yÄe %at wro't ######not houre' two
& %¢ dot' hem v� to ###co�terfete
%�ne Äayde %e lorde to on|of %o
frende no wanig Æ wyl %e 'ete
take %at is %yn owne & go
& Æ hyred %e for a|peny agrete 560
quy bygÀne' %¢ now to %rete
wat' not a|pene %y couena�t %ore
fyrre %� couena�de is no't to plete
wy Ächalte %¢ %�ne aÄk more

48 More we%¥ louyly is me my gyfte
to do wyth myn quat Äo me lyke'
o%¥ elle' %yn y'e to|ly%¥ is lyfte
for Æ|am goude & n� by#Äwyke'
%� Ächal Æ Ï kryÄte hit Äkyfte
%e|laÄte Ächal|be %e fyrÄt %at Ätryke' 570
& %e fyrÄt %e laÄte be he neu¥ Äo Äwyft
for mony ben calle %a' fewe be myke'
%� pore men her part ay pyke'
%a' %ay com|late & lyttel wore
& %a' her Äweng wyth|lyttel at#Älyke'
%e merci|of |god is much %e more

ß
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49 More haf Æ of Æoye & blyÄÄe here�ne

of ladyÄchyp gret & lyue' blom
%en alle %e wy'e' � %e worlde my't|wÀne
by %e way of ry't to aÄke dome 580
whe%er welnygh now Æ|con bygÀne
in euentyde into|%e vyne Æ|come
fyrÄt of my hyre my lorde con mÀne
Æ wat' payed anon of al & Äum
'et o%¥ %er werne %  toke more|tom
%at Äwange & Äwat for long 'ore
%at 'et of hyre no%ynk %ay nom
para�t¥ no't Ächal to|'ere more

50 Then more Æ|meled & Äayde apert
me %ynk %y|tale vnreÄo�able 590
godde' ry't is redy & eu¥more rert
o%¥ holy wryt is bot a|fable
�|Äauter is Äayd a|verce ouerte
%at Äpeke' a|poÀt determynable
%¢ quyte' vchon as hys deÄÄerte
%¢ hy'e kÀg ay ¹termynable
now he %at Ätod %e|long day Ätable
& %¢ to payment com hym byfore
%�ne %e|laÄÄe � werke to take more able
& eu¥ %e lenger %e|laÄÄe %e more 600

f more &|laÄÄe in|gode' ryche
%at gentyl Äayde lys no Æoparde
for %er is vch mon payed inlyche

whe%er lyttel o%¥ much be hys rewarde
for %e gentyl cheuentayn is no chyche
que%¥ Äo eu¥ he dele neÄch o%¥ harde
he|laue' hys gyfte' as wat¥ of|dyche
o%¥ gote' of golf %at neu¥ charde
hys fra�chyÄe is large %  eu¥ dard
to hØ %at mat' � ÄÀne reÄcogh$ 610
no|blyÄÄe bet' fro hem reparde
for %e grace of god is gret Æ#nogh$

O
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52 Bot now %¢ mote' me for to mate

%at Æ my peny haf wrang tan here
%¢ Äay' %at Æ %at com to|late
am not wor%y Äo gret|lere
where|wyÄte' %¢ eu¥ any bourne abate
euer Äo holy � hys prayere
%at he ne|forfeted by Ä�kyn gate
%e mede Ä�#tyme of heuene' clere 620
& ay %e ofter %e alder %ay were
%ay|laften ry't & wro'ten wogh$
mercy & g£ce moÄte hem %� Ätere
for %e g£ce of god is gret �#no'e

53 Bot �#nogh$ of grace hat' �nocent
as Äone as %ay arn borne by lyne
� %e water of babtem %ay dyÄÄente
%� arne %ay boro't �#to %e vyne
anon %e day w  derk endente
%e niy't of deth dot' to en#clyne 630
%at wro't neuer wrang er %�ne %ay wente
%e gentyle lorde %�ne paye' hys hyne
%ay dyden hys heÄte %ay wern %ere#ine
why Ächulde he not her|labo¦ alow
'ys & pay hym at %e|fyrÄt fyne
for %e grace of god is gret �nogh$

54 Ino'e is knawen %  mankyn grete
fyrÄte wat' wro't to|blyÄÄe parfyt
oure forme fader hit con forfete
%ur' an apple %at he vpon con|byte 640
al wer we dampned for %at mete
to|dy'e � doel out of delyt
& Äy%en wende to helle hete
%¥#�ne to won w oute reÄpyt
bot %er#on com a|bote as tyt
ryche blod ran on rode Äo rogh$
& wÀne wat¥ %� at %at plyt
%e g£ce of|god wex gret �nogh$
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55 In#nogh$ %er wax out out of %at welle

blod & wat¥ of brode wo�de 650
%e blod v� bo't fro|bale of helle
& delyu¥ed v� of %e deth Äeco�de
%e water is baptem %e|Äo%e to|telle
%at fol'ed %e glayue Äo grØly gro�de
%at waÄche' away %e gylte' felle
%at adam wyth|�ne deth v�|dro�de
now is %¥ no't � %e worlde ro�de
bytwene v� & blyÄÄe bot %at he w dro'
& %at is reÄtored � Äely Äto�de
& %e grace of god is gret � nogh 660

race �#nogh %e|mon may haue
%at ÄÀne' %�ne new 'if hØ repente
bot w  Äor' & Äyt he mot hit craue

& byde %e payne %erto is bent
bot reÄo� of ry't %at con not raue
Äaue' eu¥#more %e �noÄÄ�t
hit is a|dom %  neu¥ god gaue
%at eu¥ %e gyltle' Ächulde be Ächente
%e gyltyf may contryÄÄyo� hente
&|be|%ur' mercy to grace %ry't 670
bot|he to gyle %at neu¥ glente
at �#oÄcente is Äaf & ry'te

57 ry't %� %� Æ|knaw wel � %is cas
two men to Äaue is god by|Äkylle
%e ry't#wys man Ächal Äe hys fate
%e harmle' ha%el Ächal com hym tylle
%e Äaut¥ hyt Äat' %� � a|pace
lorde quo Ächal klymbe %y|hy'|hylle'
o%¥ reÄt w �ne %y holy place
hymÄelf to on#Äware he is not dylle 680
hondelÀge' harme %at dyt not ille
%at|is of hert bo%e clene &|ly't
%er Ächal hys Ätep Ätable Ätylle
%e �noÄent is ay Äaf by ry't

ë
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58 The ry'twys ##man alÄo Äertayn

aproche he|Ächal %  proper pyle
%at take' not her|lyf in vayne
ne|glauere' her nie'bor wyth no gyle
of %ys ry'twys Äa' Äalamon playn
how kyntly oure con aquyle 690
by waye' ful Ätre't he|con hym Ätrayn
& Ächeued hØ %e rengne of|god awhyle
as quo Äays lo 'on louely yle
%¢ may hit wÀne if %¢ be wy'te
bot hardyly w #oute peryle
%e �noÄent is ay Äaue by ry'te

59 An ende ry'twys men 'et Äayt' a|gome
Dauid in Äauter if eu¥ 'e Äe' hit
lorde %y Äerua�t dra' neuer to dome
Äor non lyuyande to %e is ÆuÄtyfyet 700
for%y to corte quen %¢ Ächal com
%er alle oure cauÄe' Ächal|be tryed
alegge %e|ry't %¢ may be �nome
by %ys ilke Äpech Æ haue aÄÄpyed
bot he on rode %at blody dyed
delfully %ur' honde' %ry't
gyue %e to paÄÄe when %¢ arte tryed
by �nocens & not by ry'te

60 Ry'twyÄly quo con rede
he loke on|bok &|be awayed 710
how Æh· hØ welke in are#%ede
& burne' her|barne' vnto hØ brayde
for happe & hele %at fro hØ 'ede
to touth her|chylder %ay fayr hym|prayed
his deÄÄypele' w  blame let be hØ bede
& wyth her reÄo�e' ful|fele reÄtayed
Æh· %�ne hem Äwetely|Äayde
do way let chylder vnto me ty't
to|Äuche is heuen#ryche arayed
%e �nocent is ay|Äaf by ry't 720
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h· con calle to|hØ hys mylde
& Äayde hys ryche no|wy' my't wÀne
bot he com %yder ry't as a|chylde

o%¥ elle' neu¥more com %er�ne
harmle' trwe & vnde#fylde
w #outen mote o%¥ maÄcle of Äulpande ÄÀne
quen Äuch %er cnoken on %e bylde
tyt Ächal hem men %e|'ate vnpÀne
%er is %e|blys %at con|not blÀne
%at %e Æueler Äo'te %ur' perre pres 730
& Äolde alle hys goud bo%e wolen & lÀne
to|bye hØ a|perle wat' maÄcelle'

62 This makelle' perle %at bo't is dere
%e Æoueler gef fore alle hys god
is|lyke %e reme of|heueneÄÄe clere
Äo|Äayde %e|fader of folde & flode
for hit is w�le' clene & clere
& endele' ro�de &|bly%e of|mode
& c�mune to|alle %at ry'tywys were
lo euen �mydde' my breÄte hit Ätode 740
my|lorde %e lombe %at Ächede hys blode
he py't hit %ere � token of pes
Æ rede %e forÄake %e worlde wode
& porchace %y perle maÄkelles

63 O maÄkele' perle � perle' pure
%at bere' Ï Æ %e perle of prys
quo formed %e %y fayre fygure
%at wro't %y|wede he|wat' ful wys
%y beaute com neu¥ of nature
pymalyon paynted neu¥ %y vys 750
#ne aryÄtotel naw%¥ by hys lettrure
of carpe %e|kynde %eÄe ¹perte'
%y colo¦ paÄÄe' %e|flo¦ de|lys
%yn angel hauÀg Äo clene corte'
breue me bry't quat kyn oft¥ys
bere' %e perle Äo|maÄkelle'

í
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64 My makele' lambe %at al|may bete

Ï Ächo my dere deÄtyne
me|ches to|hys make al%a' vnmete
Ä�tyme Äemed %  aÄÄemble 760
when Æ wente fro yor worlde wete
he calde me to|hys bon¥te
c� hyder to me my l�man Äwete
for mote ne|Äpot is non � %e
he gef me my't & als bewte
� hys blod he weÄch my|wede on|deÄe
& coronde clene in v¥gynte
& py't me � perle' maÄkelle'

65 Why maÄkelle' byrd %at bry't con|flambe
%at reiate' hat' Äo ryche &|ryf 770
quat kyn %Àg may be %at lambe
%at %e wolde wedde vnto hys vyf
ou¥alle o%¥ Äo hy' %¢ clambe
to|lede w  hØ Äo|ladyly lyf
Äo|mony a|comly on v�der cambe
for kryÄt han lyued � much Ätryf
& %¢ con alle %o dere out dryf
& fro %at maryag al|o%¥ depres
al only %yÄelf Äo|Ätout & Ätyf
a|makele'|may & maÄkelle' 780

aÄkelles Ï %at myry quene
vnblemyÄt Æ|am wyth#outen blot
& %at may|Æ w  menÄk m�teene

bot ##makele' quene %�ne Äade Æ|not
%e lambes vyue' � blyÄÄe we|bene
a|hondred & forty %owÄande flot
as � %e apocalyppe' hit is Äene
Äant ÆohnÁ hem Äy' al � a|knot
on|%e hyl|of Äyon %at Äemly clot
%e apoÄtel hem Äegh � goÄtly drem 790
arayed to|%e weddÀg � %  hyl coppe
%e nwe cyte u Ælrµ

ç
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67 Of Ælrµ Æ in Äpeche Äpelle

if %¢ wyl knaw what kyn he be
my lombe my lorde my dere Æuelle
my ioy my blys my l�man fre
%e ¹fete yÄaye of hØ con melle
pitouÄly of|hys debonerte
%at gloryo� gyltle' %  mon con quelle
w #outen any Äake of|felonye 800
as a|Ächep to %e Äla't %¥ lad wat' he
& as lombe %at clypper � hande men
Äo cloÄed he hys mouth fro vch query
quen Æue' hØ iugged in Æh¶m

68 In|Æl¶m wat' my l�man Älayn
& rent on rode w  boye' bolde
al|oure bale' to|bere ful|bayn
he toke on|hØ#Äelf oure care' colde
w  boffete' wat' hys face flayn
%at wat' Äo|fayr on|to byholde 810
for ÄÀne he|Äet hØ#Äelf � vayn
%at neu¥ hade non hym#Äelf to|wolde
for v� he|lette hØ fly'e & folde
&|brede vpon a|boÄtwys bem
as meke as lomp %at no playnt tolde
for v� he|Äwalt � Ærlµ

69 Ilrµ Æordan & galalye
%er as baptyÄed %e goude ÄaÀt Æon
his worde' acorded to yÄaye
when Æh· con to|hØ warde gon 820
he|Äayde of hØ %ys ¹feÄÄye
lo gode' lombe as trwe as Äton
%at dot' away %e ÄÀne' dry'e
%at alle %ys worlde hat' wro't vpon
hØ#Äelf ne wro't neu¥ 'et non
whe%er on hym#Äelf he con al clem
hys generacyo� quo recen con
%at dy'ed for v� � Ælrµ
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70 In ilrµ %� my l�man Äwatte

twye' for lombe wat' taken %ere 830
by trw recorde of ay%¥ ¹phete
for mode Äo|meke & al hys fare
%e %ryde tyme is %¥to ful mete
in apokalype' wryten ful|'are
in#myde' %e trone %ere Äaynte' Äete
%e apoÄtel iohnÁ hØ Äayt' as bare
leÄande %e|boke with leue' Äware
%ere Äeuen ÄÀgnette' wern|Äette � Äeme
& at %  Äy't vche douth con|dare
in|helle � er%e & Æl¶m 840

hys Ælrµ lombe hade neu¥ pechche
of o%¥ huee bot quyt Æolyf
%at mot ne maÄklle mo't on Ätreche

for wolle quyte Äo ronk & ryf
for#%y vche Äaule %at hade neu¥ teche
is to %at lombe a worthyly wyf
& %a' vch day a|Ätore he feche
among v� c�me' non o%¥ Ätrot ne|Ätryf
bot vchon enle we wolde were fyf
%e|mo %e myryer Äo god me bleÄÄe 850
� compayny gret our|luf con %ryf
in hono¦ more & neu¥ %e|leÄÄe

72 ÂaÄÄe of|blyÄÄe may non v� brÀg
%at beren %ys perle vpon oure bereÄte
for %ay of mote cou%e neu¥ mÀge
of Äpotle' perle' %a|beren %e creÄte
al#%a' oure corÄes � clotte' clÀge
& 'e remen for rau%e wyth#outen reÄte
we %ur'#outly hauen cnawÀg
o  n dethe ful oure hope is dreÄt 860
%e lonbe v� glade' oure care is keÄt
he myr%e' v� alle at vch a|mes
vchone' blyÄÄe is breme &|beÄte
& neu¥ one' hono¦ 'et neu¥ %e|les

leste les %ow leue my tale far�          
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73 leÄt|les %¢ leue my talle farande

� appocalyppece is wryten � wro
Æ|Äegh$ Äays ÆohnÁ %e lo�be hØ Ätande
on %e mo�t of Äyon ful|%ryuen & %ro
& wyth hym mayd�ne' an h�dre%e %owÄande
& fowre & forty %owÄande mo 870
on|alle her forhede' wryten Æ|fande
%e lombe' nome hys fadere' alÄo
a|hue fro heuen Æ herde %oo
lyk flode' fele laden r�n� on reÄÄe
& as %�der %rowe' � torre' blo
%at lote Æ|leue wat' neu¥ %e|les

74 Nau%eles %a' hit Ächowted Ächarpe
&|ledden loude al#%a' hit were
a|note ful nwe Æ|herde hem warpe
to lyÄten %at wat' ful lufly dere 880
as harpore' harpen in her harpe
%at nwe Äonge %ay Ä�gen ful|cler
in Äo�ande note' a|gentyl carpe
ful|fayre %e mode' %ay fonge � fere
ry't byfore gode' chayere
& %e fowre beÄte' %at hØ obes
& %e alder#men Äo|Äadde of|chere
her Äonge %ay Äongen neu¥ %e les

75 Now%e#leÄe non wat' neu¥ Äo quoÀt
for alle %e crafte' %at eu¥ %ay knewe 890
%at of %at Äonge my't ÄÀge a|poÀt
bot %at meyny %e lombe %ay Äwe
for %ay arn bo't fro %e vr%e aloynte
as newe fryt to god ful due
& to|%e gentyl lombe hit arn anioÀt
as lyk to hym#Äelf of lote & hwe
for neu¥ leÄÀg ne tale vn#trwe
ne towched her|tonge for no dyÄÄtreÄÄe
%at moteles meyny may neu¥ remwe
fro %at maÄkele' mayÄter neu¥ %e|les 900
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76 Neuer %e les let be|my %onc

Ï Æ my perle %a' Æ appoÄe
Æ|Ächulde not tempte %y wyt Äo wlonc
to kryÄte' chambre %at art ÆchoÄe
I am bot mokke & mul am�g
& %¢ Äo ryche a|reken roÄe
& byde' here by %ys blyÄful bonc
%er lyue' lyÄte may neu¥ loÄe
now hynde %at ÄympelneÄÄe c�e' encloÄe
Æ wolde %e aÄke a %Àge expreÄÄe 910
& %a' Æ|be buÄtwys as a|bloÄe
let my bone vayl neu¥#%e#leÄe

euer#%e#leÄe cler Æ yow by#calle
if 'e con Äe hyt be to done
as %¢ art gloryo� w #outen galle

w #nay %¢ neu¥ my ruful bone
haf 'e no wone' � caÄtel walle
ne man¥ %er 'e may mete & won
%¢ telle' me of Ælrµ %e ryche ryalle
%er dauid dere wat' dy't on trone 920
bot by %yÄe holte' hit con not hone
bot in Æudee hit is %  noble note
as 'e ar maÄkele' vnder mone
yo¦ wone' Ächulde be wyth#outen mote

78 %ys motele' meyny %¢ cone' of mele
of %ouÄande' %ry't Äo|gret a|route
a|gret cete for 'e arn fele
yow by#hod haue w outen doute
Äo|c�ly a|pakke of Æoly Æuele
wer euel don Ächulde ly' %¥#oute 930
& by %yÄe bonke' %er i|con gele
& Æ|Äe no|bygÀg nawhere aboute
Æ|trowe al#one 'e lenge & loute
to loke on|%e glory of %ys g£co� gote
if %¢ hat' o%er lygÀge' Ätoute
now tech me to %at myry mote

à
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79 That mote %¢ mene' in Æudy londe

%at Äpecyal Äpyce %en|to|me Äpakk
%at is %e cyte %at %e lombe con fonde
to Äoffer �ne Äor for mane' Äake 940
%e olde Æl¶m to vnderÄtonde
for %ere %e olde gulte wat' don to Älake
bot %e nwe %at ly't of gode' Äonde
%e apoÄtel in|apocalyppce � theme con|take
%e lompe %¥ w outen Äpotte' blake
hat' feryed %yder hys fayre flote
& as hys flok is w #outen flake
Äo is hys mote w #outen moote

80 Of motes two to carpe clene
& Ælrµ hy't bo%e naw%eles 950
%at nys to yow no more to mene
bot cete of god o%¥ Äy't of pes
� %at on oure pes wat' mad at ene
w  payne to Äuffer %e lombe hit cheÄe
in %at o%¥ is no't bot pes to glene
%at ay Ächal laÄte w outen reles
%at is %e bor' %at we to|pres
fro|%  oure freÄth be layd to rote
%er glory & blyÄÄe Ächal eu¥ encres
to|%e meyny %  is w #outen mote 960

otele' may Äo meke & mylde
%en Äayde Æ|to %at lufly flor
brÀg me to %at bygly bylde

& let me Äe %y blyÄful bor
%at Ächene Äayde %at god wyl Ächylde
%¢ may not enter w �ne hys tor
bot of %e lombe Æ haue %e aquylde
for a Äy't %erof %ur' gret fauor
vt#wyth to|Äe %at clene cloyÄtor
%¢ may bot �wyth not a|fote
to|Ätrech in %e Ätrete %¢ hat' no vygo¦ 970
bot %¢ wer clene w #outen mote

ç
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f Æ %is mote %e|Ächal vn#hyde
bow vp towarde %ys borne' heued
& Æ an#ende' %e on %is Äyde

Ächal Äve tyl|%¢ to a|hil be veued
%� wolde no lenger byde
bot lurked by la�ce' Äo|lufly leued
tyl|on a hyl %at Æ aÄÄpyed
& bluÄched on %e burgh$ as Æ|forth dreued 980
by#'onde %e brok fro me|warde keued
%at Ächyrrer %en|Ä�ne w  Ächafte' Ächon
� %e apokalypce is %e faÄo� preued
as deuyÄe' hit %e apoÄtel ÆhoÁn

83 As ÆhnÁ %e apoÄtel hit Äy' w  Äy't
Æ Äy'e %at cyty of gret reno�
Ælrµ Äo nwe & ryally dy't
as hit was ly't fro|%e heuen ado�
%e|bor' wat' al of brende golde bry't
as glemande glas burniÄt bro� 990
w  gentyl g�me' an vnder py't
w  bantele' twelue on baÄÀg bo�
%e fo�demente' twelue of riche teno�
vch tabelment wat' a|Äerlype' Äton
as derely deuyÄe' %is ilk to�
� apocalyppe' %e apoÄtel ÆohnÁ

84 As %iÄe Ätone' � writ con n�me
Æ|knew %e name aft¥ his tale
ÆaÄper hy't %e fyrÄt g�me
%at Æ|on %e fyrÄt baÄÄe con wale 1000
he glente grene � %e loweÄt h�me
Äaffer helde %e|Äeco�de Ätale
%e calÄydoyne %�ne w outen w�me
� %e %ryd table con|purly pale
%e emerade %e|fur%e Äo|grene of Äcale
%e ÄardonyÄe %e fyf%e Äton
%e Äexte %e rybe he con|hit wale
� %e apocalyppce %e apoÄtel ÆohnÁ
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85 )et Æoyned ÆohnÁ %e|cryÄolyt

%e Äeuen%e g�me � fundament 1010
%e a't%e %e beryl cler &|quyt
%e topaÄye twÀne how|%e n�te endent
%e cryÄopaÄe %e ten%e is ty't
%e|ÆacÀgh %e enleuen%e gent
%e twelf%e %e|gentyleÄte � vch a|plyt
%e amatyÄt purpre w  ynde blente
%e wal|abof %e bantels bent
o|ÆaÄporye as glas %at glyÄnande Ächon
Æ knew hit by his deuyÄement
� %e apocalyppe' %e apoÄtel ÆhnÁ 1020

86 as ÆohnÁ deuyÄed 'et Äa' Æ %are
%iÄe twelue de#gres wern brode & Ätayre
%e cyte Ätod abof ful Äware
as longe as brode as hy'e ful fayre
%e Ätrete' of golde as glaÄÄe al|bare
%e wal of ÆaÄper %at glent as glayre
%e wone' w �ne enurned ware
wyth alle kÀne' perre %at mo't repayre
%�ne helde vch Äware of %is manayre
twelue forlonge Äpace er eu¥ hit fon 1030
of he't of brede of len%e to cayre
for meten hit|Äy' %e apoÄtel ÆohnÁ

s ÆohnÁ hØ wryte' 'et more i|Äy'e
vch pane of|%at |place had %re 'ate'
Äo twelue � po¦Äent Æ con aÄÄpye

%e portale' pyked of rych plate'
& vch 'ate of|a|margyrye
a|parfyt perle %at neu¥ fate'
vchon �|Äcrypture a|name con plye
of iÄ¶l barne' folewande her date' 1040
%at is to|Äay as her|byr% whate'
%e aldeÄt ay fyrÄt %¥#on wat' done
Äuch ly't %er |lemed � alle %e Ätrate'
hem nedde naw%¥ Ä�ne ne mone

ê
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88 Of Ä�ne ne mone had %ay no nede

%e Äelf god wat' her lombe ly't
%e lombe her lantyrne w #outen drede
%ur' hØ blyÄned %e|bor' al bry't
%ur' wo'e & won my lokÀg 'ede
for Äotyle cler no't lette no ly't 1050
%e hy'e trone %er mo't 'e hede
w  alle %e apparaylmente vmbe#py'te
as ÆohnÁ %e appoÄtel in terme' ty'te
%e hy'e gode' Äelf hit Äet vpone
a|reu¥ of %e trone %er ran out#ry'te
wat' bry'ter %en bo%e %e Ä�ne & mone

89 S�ne ne|mone Ächon neu¥ Äo Äwete
a %at foyÄo� flode out of %at flet
Äwy%e hit Äwange %ur' vch a|Ätrete
w outen fyl%e o%¥ galle o%¥ glet 1060
kyrk %er#�ne wat' non 'ete
chapel ne temple %at eu¥ wat' Äet
%e al#my'ty wat' her mynyÄter mete
%e lombe %e Äaker:fyÄe %er to re#get
%e 'ate' Ätoken wat' neu¥ 'et
bot eu¥#more vpen at vche a|lone
%er entre' non| to|take reÄet
%at bere' any Äpot an vnde'. mone

90 The mone may %er#of acroche no my'te
to Äpotty ho is of body to grym 1070
& al#Äo %¥ ne is neu¥ ny't
what Ächulde %e mone %er compas clym
& to euen wyth %at wor%ly ly't
%at Ächyne' vpon %e broke' brym
%e planete' arn � to pou¥ a|ply't
& %e Äelf Ä�ne ful|fer to|dym
aboute %at wat¥ arn|tres ful|Ächym
%at twelue fryte' of lyf con|bere ful|Äone
twelue Äy%e' on 'er %ay beren ful|frym
& re#nowle' nwe � vche a|mone 1080
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91 An vnder mone Äo great m¥wayle

no fleÄchly hert ne my't endeure
as quen Æ bluÄched vpon %at baly
Äo|ferly %¥#of wat' %e faÄure
Æ Ätod as Ätylle as daÄed quayle
for|ferly of %at freuch fygure
%at felde Æ naw%¥ reÄte ne t£uayle
Äo wat' Æ rauyÄte wyth glØme pure
for Æ dar Äay w  conciens Äure
hade bodyly burne abiden %at bone 1090
%a' alle clerke' hØ hade � cure
his lyf were loÄte an vnder mone

y't as %e maynful mone con rys
er %�ne %e day glem dryue al|do�
Äo Äodanly on a|wonder wyÄe

Æ|wat' war of a|proÄeÄÄyo�
%is noble cite of ryche enpreÄÄe
wat' Äodanly ful w outen Ä�mo�
of Äuch v¥gyne' � %e Äame gyÄe
%at wat' my blyÄful an vnder cro� 1100
& coronde wern|alle of %e Äame faÄo�
depaynt � perle' & wede' qwyte
� vchone' breÄte wat' bo�den bo�
%e|blyÄful perle w  outen delyt

93 w  gret delyt %ay glod � fere
on golden gate' %at glent as glaÄÄe
h�dreth %owÄande' Æ wot %er were
& alle in|Äute her liure' waÄÄe
tor|to|knaw %e gladdeÄt chere
%e|lombe byfore con proudly paÄÄe 1110
wyth horne' Äeuen of|red glode cler
as prayÄed perle' his wede' waÄÄe
towarde %e throne %ay trone a|tras
%a' %ay wern|fele no pres � plyt
bot mylde as maydene' Äeme at mas
Äo dro' %ay forth w  gret delyt
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94 Delyt %  hys come encroched

to much hit|were of for|to melle
%iÄe alder#men quen he aproched
grouelÀg to his fete %ay felle 1120
legyo�es of a�gele' togeder uoched
%er keÄten enÄens of Äwete Ämelle
%en glory & gle wat' nwe abroched
al|Äonge to|loue %at gay Æuelle
%e|Äteuen mo't Ätryke %ur'|%e|vr%e to|helle
%at %e v¥tues of heuen of Æoye endyte
to|loue %e lombe his meyny in melle
ÆwyÄÄe Æ|la't a|gret delyt

95 Delit %e l�be for|to deuiÄe
w  much meruayle in mynde went 1130
beÄt wat' he bly%eÄt & moÄte to|pryÄe
%at eu¥ Æ herde of Äpeche Äpent
Äo|wor%ly whyt wern wede' hys
his loke' Äymple hØ#Äelf Äo gent
bot a|wo�de ful wyde &|weete con wyÄe
anende hys hert %ur' hyde to#rente
of his quyte Äyde his blod out#Äprent
alas %o't Æ who did %at Äpyt
ani breÄte for bale a't haf for#brent
er he %er#to hade had delyt 1140

96 The lombe delyt non|lyÄte to wene
%a' he were hurt & wo�de hade
� his Äembela�t wat' neu¥ Äene
Äo wern his glente' gloryo� glade
Æ|loked am�g his meyny Ächene
how %ay wyth lyf wern laÄte &|lade
%� Äa' Æ|%er my|lyttel quene
%at Æ|wende had Ätanden by me � Äclade
lorde much of mir%e wat' %at ho made
am�g her fere' %at wat' Äo quyt 1150
%at Äy't me gart to %enk to|wade
for luf longÀg � gret delyt
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elyt me drof � y'e & ere
my mane' mynde to maddÀg malte
quen Æ|Äe' my frely Æ|wolde be %ere

by'onde %e|water %a' ho were walte
Æ %o't %at no#%Àg my't me dere
to fech me bur &|take me halte
& to Ätart in %e Ätrem Ächulde non me Ätere
to ÄwØme %e remna�t %a'|Æ|%er Äwalte 1160
bot of %at m�t Æ|wat' bi#talt
when|Æ|Ächulde Ätart � %e Ätrem aÄtraye
out of %at caÄte Æ|wat' by#calt
hit wat' not at my prynce' paye

98 hit payed hym not %at Æ|Äo flonc
ou¥ meruelo� mere' Äo mad arayde
of raas %a' Æ|were raÄch &|ronk
'et rapely %er#�ne Æ|wat' reÄtayed
for ry't as Æ Äparred vnto %e bonc
%at brat%e out of my drem me brayde 1170
%en wakned Æ � %at erber wlonk
my hede vpon %at hylle wat' layde
%er as my perle to gro�de Ätrayd
Æ|raxled & fel � gret affray
& Äykyng to my#Äelf Æ|Äayd
now al be to %at prynces paye

99 Me payed ful ille to|be out#fleme
Äo Äodenly of|%at fayre regio�
fro alle %o|Äy'te' Äo quyke' & queme
a|longeÀg heuy me|Ätrok � Äwone 1180
& rewfully %�ne Æ|con|to reme
o perle Ï Æ of|rych reno�
Äo wat' hit me dere %  %¢ con deme
� %ys v¥ay avyÄyo�
�f hit be ueray & Äoth Äermo�
%at %¢ Äo Ätyke' � garlande gay
Äo|wel is me � %ys doel do�go�
%at %¢ art to|%at prynÄe' paye
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100 To %at prynce' paye hade Æ|ay bente

& 'erned no more %en wat' me geuen 1190
& halden me %er in trwe entent
as %e perle me prayed %at wat' Äo %ryuen
as helde drawen to godde' pªÄent
to mo of his myÄterys Æ|hade ben dryuen
bot ay wolde man of happe more hente
%en mo'ten by ry't vpon hem clyuen
%er#fore my ioye wat' Äone to#riuen
& Æ kaÄte of kythe' %at laÄte' aye
lorde mad hit arn %at agayn %e Ätryuen
o%¥ proferen %e o't agayn %y paye 1200

101 To pay %e pªnce o%¥ Äete Äa'te
hit is ful e%e to %e god kryÄtyin
for Æ|haf fo�den hym bo%e day & na'te
a|god a|lorde a|frende ful fyin
ou¥ %is hyul %is lote Æ|la'te
for pyty of my perle enclyin
& Äy%en to god Æ|hit byta'te
in kryÄte' dere bleÄÄÀg & myn
%at in|%e|forme of bred & wyn
%e preÄte v� Ächewe' vch a|daye 1210
he gef v� to be his homly hyne
Ande precio� perle' vnto his pay  Amen` Amen`


