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 i%en %e Äege & %e aÄÄaut wat' ÄeÄed at troye
 %e bor' brittened &|brent  to bronde' & aÄke'
 %e tulk %at %e tr�mes of treÄo� %¥ wro't
 wat' tried for his tricherie %e treweÄt on erthe
 hit wat' Ennias %e athel & his high$ kynde
 %at Äi%en depreced ¹uinces & patro�es bicome
 welne'e of al %e wele � %e weÄt iles
 fro riche romulus to rome ricchis hØ Äwy%e

w  gret bobba�ce %at bur'e he biges vpon fyrÄt
& neuenes hit his aune nome as hit now hat
ticius to tuÄkan & teldes bigÀnes
lang#aberde � l�bardie  lyftes vp homes     wyth wÀne
& fer ou¥ %e french flod felix brut�
on mony bonkkes ful brode bretayn he Äette'
where werre & wrake & wonder
bi Äy%e' hat' wont %¥#�ne
& oft bo%e blyÄÄe  &|bl�der
ful Äkete hat' Äkyfted ÄÀne
Ande quen %is bretayn wat' bigged bi %is burn rych
bolde bredden %er�ne baret %at lofden
in mony turned tyme tene %at wro'ten
mo ferlyes on %is folde han fallen here oft
%en in any o%¥  %at Æ|wot syn %at ilk tyme
bot of alle %at here bult of  bretaygne kÀges
ay wat'  arthur %e hendeÄt as  Æ|haf herde telle

Þ
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for %i an a�t¥ in erde Æ|attle to Ächawe
%at a|Äelly in Äi't Ä�me men hit holden
& an outtrage awenture of arthure'   wond¥e'
if 'e wyl lyÄten %is laye bot on littel quile w  tonge
Æ|Ächal telle hit as tit as Æ|� to� herde
as hit is Ätad & Ätoken
in Ätori Ätif & Ätronge
w  lel lett¥es loken
� londe Äo||hat' ben longe
%is kÀg lay at camylot  vpon kryst#maÄÄe
w  mony luflych lorde lede' of %e beÄt
rekenly of %e ro�de table  alle %o rich bre%¥
w  rych reuel ory't & rechles m¥%es
%¥ to�nayed tulkes by|tyme' ful|mony
Æusted ful Æolile %iÄe gentyle kni'tes
Äy%en kayred to %e court caroles to make
for %er %e feÄt wat' ilyche ful fiften|dayes
with alle %e mete & %e mir%e %at m� cou%e a#vyÄe
Äuch glaumande gle glorio� to here
dere dyn vpon day da�ÄÀg on ny'tes
al wat' hap vpon he'e � halle' &|chambre'
with lorde' & ladies as leueÄt h� %o't
with all %e wele of %e worlde %ay woned %¥ Äamen
%e moÄt kyd kny'te' vnder kryÄt+ Äeluen
& %e louelokkeÄt ladies %at eu¥ lif haden
& he %e comlokeÄt kÀg  %at %e court haldes on Äille
for al wat' %is fayre folk � her firÄt  age
%e hapneÄt vnder heuen
kÀg hy'eÄt  m� of||wylle
hit werere now gret nye to neu�
Äo||hardy a here � hille
wyle nw 'er wat' Äo 'ep %at h¡ wat' nwe c�men
%at day doubble on %e dece wat' %e douth Äerued
fro %e kÀg wat' c�men w  kny't+ � to %e halle
%e cha�tre of %e chapel cheued to an|ende
loude crye wat' %er keÄt of clerke' & o%er



96r [92r]
Nowel nayted o newe neuened ful ofte
& Äy%en riche forth r�nen to reche honde Äelle
'e'ed 'eres 'iftes on hi' 'elde hem bi hond
de#bated buÄyly aboute %o giftes
ladies la'ed ful loude %o' %ay loÄt haden
& he %at wan wat' not wrothe %  may 'e wel trawe
alle %is mir%e %ay maden to %e mete tyme
when %ay had waÄchen wor%yly %ay wenten to Äete
%e beÄt burne ay abof as hit beÄt Äemed
whene guenore ful gay gray%ed � %e myddes
dreÄÄed on %e dere des dubbed al aboute
smal Äendal biÄides a|Äelure hir ou¥
of tryed tolouÄe of tars tapites � nogh$ in daye
%at were enbrawded & beten wyth %e beÄt g�mes
%at my't be preued of prys wyth penyes to|bye
%e comlokeÄt to diÄcrye
%er glent w  y'en gray
a Äemloker %at eu¥ he Äy'e
soth mo't no|mon Äay
Bot arthure wolde not ete til al were Äerued
he wat' Äo ioly of his Æoyfnes &|Ä�#|quat child gered
his lif liked hØ ly't he louied %e|laÄÄe
au%¥ to|lenge lye or to longe Äitte
Äo biÄied him his 'onge blod & his brayn wylde
& alÄo ano%¥ maner meued h� eke
%at he %ur' nobelay had nomen he wolde neu¥ ete
vpon Äuch a|dere day er hØ deuiÄed were
of Ä� auentur� %Àg an vncou%e tale
of Ä� mayn m¥uayle %at he my't trawe
of of alderes of armes of o%¥ auentur�
o%¥ Ä� Äegg hØ biÄo't of Ä� Äiker kny't
to Æoyne wyth hØ � iuÄtÀg in Æoparde to|lay
lede lif for lyf leue vchon|o%¥
as fortune wolde fulÄ� h� %e|fayrer to|haue
%is wat' kÀges co�tena�ce where he � co�t were
at vch farand feÄt am�g his fre meny
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%er fore of face Äo fere  in halle
he Äti'tle' Ätif � Ätalle
ful 'ep � %at nw 'ere
much mirthe he mas w  alle
Thus %¥ Ätondes � Ätale %e Ätif kÀg his Äeluen
talkkande bifore %e hy'e table of trifles ful hende
there gode gawan wat' g£y%ed gwenore biÄyde
& ag£uayn aladuremayn on %at o%¥ Äyde Äittes
bo%e %e kÀges Äist¥ Ä�es & ful Äiker kni'tes
BiÄchop bawdewyn abof bigine' %e table
& ywan vryn Äon ette|wit hØÄeluen
%iÄe were di't on %e des & derwor%ly Äerued
& Äi%en mony Äiker Äegge at %e Äidborde'
%� %e firÄt cors come with crakkÀg of tr�pes
wyth mony baner ful bry't %at %er bi|henged
nwe nakryn noyÄe w  %e noble pipes
wylde werbles & wy't wakned lote
%at mony hert ful hi'e hef at her towches
dayntes dryuen %er wyth of ful|dere metes
foyÄo� of %e freÄche & on|Äo fele diÄches
%at pine to fynde %e place %e peple bi forne on clothe
for to Äette %e|Äyluen¥ %at Äere Äewes halden
Æche lede as he loued hØ#Äelue
%er laght w  outen lo%e
ay two had diÄches twelue
Good ber & bry't wyn bo%e
Now wyl i of hor ÄeruiÄe Äay yow no| more
for vch wy'e may wel wit no|wont %at %¥ were
an o%¥ noyÄe ful newe ne'ed biliue
%at %e lude my't haf leue liflode to cach
for vne%e wat' %e noyce not awhyle ÄeÄed
& %e fyrÄt co�ce � %e co�t kyndely Äerued
%er hales � at %e halle dor an aghlich mayÄt¥
On %e moÄt on %e molde on meÄure hygh$
fro %e Äwyre to|%e Äwange Äo Äware & Äo %ik
& his lyndes & his lymes Äo|longe & Äo|grete
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half etayn � erde Æ hope %at he were
bot mon moÄt Æ|algate mÀn hØ to bene
& %at %e myrieÄt � his muckel %at my't ride
for of bak & of breÄt al were his bodi|Äturne
bot his wombe & his waÄt were worthily Ämale ful clene
& alle his fetures fol'ande � forme %at he hade
for wonder of his hwe m� hade
Äet � his Äembla�t Äene
he ferde as freke were fade
& ou¥ al enker grene
Ande al gray%ed � grene %is gome & his wedes
a Ätrayt cote ful Ätre't %at Ätek on his Äides
a|mere mantile abof menÄked w  �ne
w  pelure pured apert %e pane ful clene
w  bly%e bla�n¥ ful bry't & his hod bo%e
%at wat' la't fro his lokke' & layde on his Ächulderes
heme wel haled hoÄe of %at Äame grene
%at Äpenet on his Äparlyr & clene Äpures vnder
of bry't golde vpon Äilk bordes barred ful ryche
& Ächoles vnder Ächankes %ere %e|Ächalk rides
& alle his veÄture uerayly wat' clene v¥dure
bo%e %e barres of his belt & o%¥ bly%e Ätones
%  were richely rayled � his aray clene
aboutte hØ Äelf & his Äadel vpon Äilk werke'
%at were to tor for|to telle of tryfles %e halue
%at were enbrauded abof wyth bryddes & fly'es
with gay gaudi of grene %e golde ay � myddes
%e penda�tes of his payttrure %e proude cropure
his molaynes & alle %e metail anamayld was %�ne
%e Äteropes %at he Ätod on Ätayned of %e Äame
& his arÄo�' al after & his a%el Äturtes
%at euer glem¥ed & glent al of grene Ätones Äertayn
%e fole %at he ferkkes on fyn of %at ilke
a grene hors gret & %ikke
a|Ätede ful Ätif to Ätrayne
� brawden brydel quik
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to %e gome he wat' ful gayn
Wel gay wat' %is gome gered � grene
& %e here of his hed of his hors Äwete
fayre fannand fax vmbe foldes his Ächulderes
a|much berd as as a|buÄk ou¥ his breÄt henges
%at wyth his hi'lich here %at of his hed reches
wat' eueÄed al vmbetorne abof his elbowes
%at half his armes %er vnder were halched � %e wyÄe
of a kÀge' capados %at cloÄes his Äwyre
%e mane of %at mayn hors much to|hit lyke
wel creÄped & c�med wyth knottes ful mony
folden � wyth fildore aboute %e fayre grene
ay a|herle of %e here an o%¥ of golde
%e tayl & his toppÀg twÀnen of a|Äute
& bo�den bo%e wyth a|bande of a|bry't grene
dubbed wyth ful dere Ätone' as %e dok laÄted
Äy%en %rawen wyth a %wong a %warle knot alofte
%er mony belle' ful bry't of brende golde rungen
Äuch a|fole vpon folde ne freke %at hØ rydes w  y'e
wat' neu¥ Äene � %at Äale wyth Äy't er %at tyme
he loked as layt Äo|ly't
Äo|Äayd al %at hØ Äy'e
hit Äemed as no mon my't
vnd¥ his dyntte' dry'e
Whe%¥ hade he no helme ne hawbrgh nau%¥
ne no pyÄan ne no plate %at pented to armes
ne no Ächafte ne no Ächelde to|Ächwue ne to Ämyte
bot � his on honde he hade a|holyn bobbe
%at is gratteÄt � grene when greue' ar|bare
& an|ax � his o%¥ a|hoge & vn mete
a|Äpetos Äpar%e to expo� � Äpelle quo#Äo my't
%e hede of an eln'erde %e large lenk%e hade
%e grayn al of grene Ätele &|of golde hewen
%e bit burnyÄt bry't w  a|brod egge
as wel Ächapen to Ächere as Ächarp raÄores
%e Ätele of a Ätif Ätaf %e Äturne hit bi grypte
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%at wat' wo�den wyth yrn to %e wande' ende
& al bigrauen w  grene � g£c�s werkes
a|lace lapped aboute %at louked at %e hede
& Äo aft¥ %e halme halched ful ofte
wyth tryed taÄÄele' %erto tacched � nogh$e
on boto�' of %e bry't grene brayden ful ryche
%is ha%el helde' hØ � & %e |halle entres
driuande to %e he'e dece dut he no wo%e
haylÄed he neu¥ one bot he'e he ou¥ loked
%e fyrÄt word %at he warp wher is he Äayd
%e gou¥no� of %is gÀg gladly Æ wolde rayÄo�
Äe %at Äegg � Äy't & w  hØ Äelf Äpeke
to kny'te' he keÄt his y'e
& reled hØ vp & do�
he Ätemmed & con Ätudie
quo walt %er moÄt reno�
Ther wat' lokÀg on|len%e %e lude to be#holde
for vch m� had meruayle quat hit mene my't
%at a|ha%el & a horÄe my't Äuch a|hwe lach
as growe grene as %e gres & grener hit Äemed
%en grene aumayl on golde lowande bry't¥
al Ätudied %at %¥ Ätod & Ätalked hØ nerre
wyth al %e wonder of %e worlde what he|worch Ächulde
for fele Äellye' had %ay|Äen bot Äuch neu¥ are
for#|%i for fanto� & fayry'e %e folk %ere hit demed
%erfore to anÄware wat' ar'e mony a%el|freke
& al Ätouned at his Äteuen & ÄtonÄtil Äeten
in a Äwogh$ Äylence %ur' %e|Äale riche
as al were Älypped vpon Älepe Äo Älaked hor lote' � hy'e
Æ deme hit not al|for doute
bot Ä� for cortayÄye
bot let hØ %at al Ächulde loute
caÄt vnto %at wy'e
%�n ar%o� bifore %e hi' dece %at auenture byholde'
& rekenly hØ reu¥enced for rad was he neu¥
& Äayde wy'e welc� iwys to %is place
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%e hede of %is oÄtel Artho� Æhat
li't luflych ado� & lenge Æ %e praye
& quat#Äo %y wylle is we|Ächal wyt aft¥
nay as help me Ï %e ha%el he %at on hy'e Äyttes
to wone any quyle � %is won hit wat' not mÀ ernde
bot for %e los of %e lede is lyft vp Äo|hy'e
& %y bur' & %y burnes beÄt ar holden
ÄtifeÄt vnder Ätel|gere on Ätedes to ryde
%e wy'teÄt & %e wor%yeÄt of %e worldes kynde
preue for|to play wyth in o%¥ pure layke'
& here is kydde cortayÄye as Æ|haf herd carp
& %at hat' wayned me hider Æ#wyis at %is tyme
'e|may be Äeker bi %is bra�ch %at|Æ bere here
%at Æ paÄÄe as � pes & no ply't Äeche
for had i fo�ded � fere � fe'tÀg wyÄe
Æ haue a|haubergh$ at home & a|helme bo%e
a|Ächelde & a|Ächarp Äpere Ächinande bry't
ande o%¥ weppenes to welde Æ|wene wel als
bot for Æ| wolde no were my wede' ar Äoft¥
bot if %¢ be Äo bold as alle burne' tellen
%¢ wyl g£nt me godly   %e gomen %at Æ|aÄk bi ry't
artho� con onÄware
& Äayd ì cortays kny't
if %¢ craue batayl bare
here fayle' %¢ not to fy't
Nay frayÄt Æ|no fy't �|fayth  Æ %e telle
hit arn aboute on %is bench bot berdle' chylder
if Æ were haÄped � armes on a|he'e Ätede
here is no mon me to mach for my'te' Äo wayke
for %y Æ|craue � %is co�t  a|cryÄtemas goµe
for hit is 'ol & nwe 'er & here ar 'ep mony
if any Äo hardy � %is ho� holde' hØ Äeluen
be Äo bolde � his blod brayn �|hys hede
%at dar Ätifly Ätrike a|Ätrok for an|o%¥
Æ|Ächal gif hØ of my gyft  %ys giÄerne ryche
%is ax %at is heue � nogh to hondel as hØ lykes
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& i|Ächal bide %e fyrÄt bur as bare as i|Äitte
if any freke be Äo felle to fonde %at Ætelle
lepe ly'tly me to & lach %is weppen
Æ quit#clayme hit for eu¥ kepe hit as his auen
& Æ|Ächal Ätonde hØ a Ätrok Ätif on %is flet barlay
elle' %¢ wyl|di't me %e dom to dele hØ an o%¥
& 'et gif hØ reÄpite
a twelmonyth & a|day
now hy'e & let Äe tite
dar any her �ne o't Äay
If he hem Ätowned vpon fyrÄt Ätiller were %�ne
alle %e hered#men � halle %e hy' & %e lo'e
%e renk on his ro�ce hØ ruched � his Äadel
& runiÄchly his rede y'en he reled aboute
bende his breÄed bro'e' blycande grene
Wayued his berde for|to wayte quo#Äo wolde ryÄe
when non wolde kepe hØ w  carp he co'ed ful hy'e
ande rimed hØ ful richÂy & ry't hØ to Äpeke
what is %is arthures ho� Ï %e ha%el %�ne
%at al %e ro� r�nes of %ur' ryalmes Äo mony
Where is now yo� Äo�quydrye & yo� c�queÄtes
yo� gry  ellayk & yo� greme & yo� grete wordes
now is %e reuel & %e reno� of %e ro�de table
ou¥ walt wyth a worde of on wy'es Äpeche
for al|dares for|drede w  oute dynt Ächewed
wyth %is he la'es Äo|loude %at %e lorde greued
%e blod Ächot for Ächam �to his Ächyre face & lere
he|wex as wroth as wynde
Äo did alle %at %er were
%e kÀg as kene bi kynde
%� Ätod %at Ätif mon nere
Ande Äayde ha%el by heuen %À aÄkÀg is nys
& as %¢ foly hat' frayÄt fynde %e behoues
Æknow no gome %at is gaÄt of %y grete wordes
gif me now %y geÄerne vpon|gode' halue
& Æ Ächal bay%en %y bone %at %¢ boden habbes
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ly'tly lepe' he hØ to & la't at his honde
%en feerÄly %at o%¥ freke vpon fote ly'tis
now hat' arthure his axe & %e halme grype'
& Äturnely Äture' hit aboute %at Ätryke wyth hit %o't
%e Ätif mon hØ bifore Ätod vpon hy't
herre %en ani in %e ho� by %e hede & more
wyth Äturne Ächere %er he Ätod he Ätroked his berde
& wyth a|co�tena�ce dry'e he dro'do� his cote
no more mate ne diÄmayd for hÀs maÀ dinte' of wyne
%en any burne vpon bench hade bro't hØ to drynk
Gawan %at Äate bi %e quene
to %e kÀg he can enclyne
Æ be#Äeche now w  Äa'e' Äene
%is melly mot be myne
wolde 'e wor%ilych lorde Ï Gawan to %e kÀg
bid me bo'e fro %is benche & Ätonde by yow %ere
%at Æ wyth#oute vylanye my't voyde %is table
& %at my legge lady lyked not ille
Æ wolde com to yo� co�Äeyl bifore yo� cort ryche
for me %ink hit not Äemly as hit is Äo% knawen
%¥ Äuch an aÄkÀg is heuened Äo|hy'e � yo� Äale
%a' 'e 'o�#Äelf be talenttyf to|take hit to yo�#Äeluen
whil mony Äo bolde yow aboute vpon bench Äytten
%at vnder heuen Æ hope non ha'erer of wylle
ne bett¥ bodyes on bent %er|baret is rered
Æ|am %e wakkeÄt Æ|wot & of wyt febleÄt
& leÄt lur of my lyf quo laytes %e Äo%e
bot for as much as 'e ar myn em Æ|am only to prayÄe
no bo�te bot yo� blod i in my bode knowe
& Äy%en %is note is Äo nys %  no't hit yow falles
& Æ|haue frayned hit at yow fyrÄt folde' hit to|me
& if Æ carp not comlyly let alle %is cort rych bout blame 
ryche togeder con ro�
& Äy%en %ay redden alle Äame
to ryd %e kÀg wyth cro�
& gif gawan %e game
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%en coma�ded %e kÀg %e kny't for|to ryÄe
& he ful radly vp#ros & ruchched hØ fayre
kneled do� bifore %e kÀg & cache' %at weppen
& he luflyly hit hØ laft & lyfte vp his honde
& gef hØ godde' bleÄÄÀg & gladly hØ biddes
%at his hert & his honde Ächulde hardi be bo%e
kepe %e coÄyn Ï %e kÀg %at %¢ on kyrf Äette
& if %¢ rede' hØ ry't redly Æ|trowe
%at %¢ Ächal byden %e bur %at he Ächal bede aft¥
gawan got' to %e gome w  giÄerne � honde
& he baldly hØ byde' he bayÄt neu¥ %e helder
%en carppe' to ì gawan %e kny't � %e grene
refourme we oure for#wardes er we fyrre paÄÄe
fyrÄt Æ|e%e %e ha%el how %at %¢ hattes
%at %¢ me telle truly as Æ|tryÄt may
in god fayth Ï %e goode kny't Gawan Æ|hatte
%at bede %e %is buffet quat#Äo bi#falle' aft¥
& at %is tyme twelmonyth take at %e an|o%¥
wyth what weppen Äo %¢ wylt & wyth no wy' elle' on lyue
%at o%¥ onÄware' agayn
Äir gawan Äo|mot Æ|%ryue
as Æ|am ferly fayn
%is dint %at %¢ Ächal dryue
Bigog Ï %e grene kny't ì gawan me|lykes
%at Æ|Ächal fange at %y fuÄt %at Æ|haf frayÄt here
& %¢ hat' redily rehersed bi|reÄo� ful trwe
clanly al %e couena�t %at Æ|%e kÀge aÄked
Äaf %at %¢ Ächal Äiker me Äegge bi %i traw%e
%at %¢ Ächal Äeche me %i#Äelf where#Äo %¢ hopes
Æ|may be funde vpon folde & fych %e Äuch wages
as %¢ deles me to#day bifore %is dou%e ryche
where Ächulde Æ|wale %e Ï gauan where is %y place
Æ|wot neu¥ where %¢ wonyes bi|hØ %at me wro't
ne Æ know not %e|kny't %y cort ne %i|name
bot teche me truly %erto & telle me howe %¢ |hattes
& Æ|Ächal ware alle my wyt to wÀne me %eder
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& %at Æ|Äwere %e for|Äo%e & by my Äeker trawe%
%at is in#nogh in nwe 'er hit nedes no more
Ï %e gome � %e grene to gawan %e hende
'if Æ %e telle trwly quen Æ|%e tape haue
& %¢ me Ämo%ely hat' Ämyten Ämartly Æ %e teche
of my ho� & my home & myn owen nome
%en may %¢ frayÄt my fare & forwarde' holde
& if Æ Äpende no Äpeche %�ne Äpede' %¢ %e bett¥
for %¢ may leng � %y londe & layt no|fyrre bot Älokes
ta now %y grØme tole to|%e
& let Äe how %¢ cnoke'
gladly ì for Äo%e
Ï gawan his ax he Ätrokes
The grene kny't vpon|gro�de gray%ely hØ dreÄÄes
a|littel lut w  %e|hede |%e|lere| he||diÄco¥ue'
his longe louelych lokke' he|layd ou¥ his cro�
let %e naked nec to %e note Ächewe
Gauan gripped to|his ax & gederes hit on hy't
%e kay fot on|%e folde he be#fore Äette
let him do� ly'tly ly't on %e naked
%at %e Ächarp of %e Ächalk Ächyndered %e bones
& Ächr�k %ur' %e Ächyire grece & Ächade hit � twÀne
%at %e bit of %e bro�|Ätel bot on %e gro�de
%e fayre hede fro %e halce hit to %e er%e
%at fele hit foyned wyth her fete %ere hit forth roled
%e blod brayd fro %e body %  blykked on %e grene
& naw%er falt¥ed ne fel %e freke neu¥ %e|helder
bot Äty%ly he Ätart forth vpon Ätyf Ächonkes
& runyÄchly he ra't out %ere as renkke' Ätoden
la't to his lufly hed & lyft|hit vp Äone
& Äy%en bo'e' to|his blonk %e brydel he cachche'
Äteppe' � to Ätel bawe & Ätryde' alofte
& his hede by %e here � his honde halde'
& as Äadly %e|Äegge hØ � his Äadel Äette � Ätedde
as non vnhap had hØ ayled %a' hedle' ho we
he brayde his bluk aboute
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%at vgly bodi %at bledde
moni|on of hØ had doute
bi %at his reÄo�' were redde
for %e hede in his honde he halde' vp euen
toward %e derreÄt on %e dece he dreÄÄe' %e face
& hit lyfte vp %e y'e#lydde' & loked ful brode
& meled %� much w  his muthe as 'e may now here
loke gawan %¢ be gray%e to go as %¢ hette'
& layte as lelly til %¢ me lude fynde
as %¢ hat' hette � %is halle herande %iÄe kny'tes
to %e grene chapel %¢ choÄe Æ|charge %e to fotte
Äuch a|dunt as %¢ hat' dalt diÄÄerued %¢ habbe'
to be 'ederly 'olden on nw|'eres morn
%e|kny't of %e grene chapel men knowen me mony
for#%i me for to|fynde if %¢ frayÄte' fayle' %¢ neu¥
%erfore com o%¥ recrea�t be calde %e be#houes
with a|runiÄch rout %e rayne' he torne'
halled out at %e hal|dor his hed � his hande
%at %e fyr of %e flynt fla'e fro fole houes
to quat kyth he be#com knwe non %ere what %�ne
neu¥ more %en %ay wyÄte from|que%en he wat' w�nen
%e kÀg & gawen %are
at %at grene %ay la'e & gr�ne
'et breued wat' hit ful bare
a|m¥uayl am�g %o m�ne
(a' ar%¥ %e hende kÀg at hert hade wonder
he let no Äembla�t be|Äene bot Äayde ful|hy'e
to %e comlych quene wyth cortays Äpeche
dere dame to#day demay yow neu¥
wel by c�mes Äuch craft vpon c¥ÄtmaÄÄe
laykÀg of ent¥lude' to la'e & to Äyng
am�g %iÄe kynde caroles of kny'te' & ladye'
neu¥ %e lece to|my mete Æ may me wel dres
for Æ haf Äen a Äelly Æ may not forÄake
he glent vpon ì gawen & gaynly he Äayde
now ì heng vp %yn ax   %at hat' � nogh hewen
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& hit wat' don abof %e dece on|doÄer to|henge
%er alle men for m¥uayl my't on hit loke
& bi|trwe tytel %¥ of to |telle %e wonder
%�ne %ay bo'ed to a|borde %iÄe|burnes togeder
%e kÀg & %e gode kny't & kene m� h� Äerued
of alle dayntye' double as derreÄt my't falle
wyth alle maner of mete & mynÄtralcie bo%e in londe
wyth wele walt %ay %at day til|wor%ed an|ende
now %enk wel ì gawan
for wo%e %at %¢ ne wonde
%is auenture for|to frayn
%at %¢ hat' tan on honde

his hanÄell> hat' arthur of auenturus on|fyrÄt
in 'onge 'er for he 'erned 'elpÀg to|here
tha' hym worde' were wane when %ay to Äete wenten
now ar %ay Ätoken of Äturne werk Ätafful her hond

gawan wat' glad to|be#gÀne %oÄe gomne' � halle
bot %a' %e ende be heuy haf 'e no wonder
for %a' men b� mery in|mÀde quen %ay han mayn drynk
a|'ere 'ernes ful|'erne & 'elde' neu¥ lyke
%e forme to %e fyniÄment folde' ful|Äelden
for#%i %is 'ol ou¥#'ede & %e 'ere aft¥
& vche ÄeÄo� Äerlepes Äued after o%¥
af#ter cryÄten maÄÄe com %e crabbed lento�
%at frayÄte' fleÄch wyth %e fyÄche & fode more Äymple
bot %�ne %e weder of %e worlde wyth wynter hit %repe'
colde clenge' ado� cloude' vp#lyften
Ächyre Ächede' %e rayn � Ächowre' ful warme
falle' vpon fayre flat flowre' %ere Ächewen
bo%e gro�de' & %e greue' grene ar her wede'
brydde' buÄken to bylde & bremlych ÄÀgen bi bonk
for Äolace of %e Äofte Äom¥ %at Äues %er aft¥
& bloÄÄ�e' bolne to blowe
bi rawe' rych & ronk
%� note' noble � no'e

ß
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ar herde in wod Äo wlonk
after %e ÄeÄo� of Äom¥ wyth %e Äoft wynde'
quen 'efer� Äyfle' hØ Äelf on|Äede' & erbe'
wela wÀne is %e wort %at waxes %eroute
when %e donkande dewe drope' of %e leue'
to bide a|blyÄful bluÄch of %e bry't Ä�ne
bot %� hy'es herueÄt & hardenes hØ Äone
warne' hØ for %e wynter to|wax ful|rype
he dryues wyth dro't %e duÄt for|to ryÄe
fro %e |face of %e |folde to|fly'e ful|hy'e
wro%e wynde of %e welkyn wraÄtele' w  %e|Ä�ne
%e leue' lancen fro %e lynde & ly'ten on %e gro�de
& al grayes %e gres %at grene wat' ere
%�ne al rype' & rote' %at ros vpon|fyrÄt
& %� 'irne' %e 'ere � 'iÄterdaye' mony no Äage
& wynter wynde' a'ayn as %e worlde aÄke'
til me'el#mas mone
wat' c�en wyth wynter wage
%en %enkke' gawan ful Äone
of his anio� uyage
'et quyl alhalday w  ar%¥ he lenges
& he made a|fare on|%  feÄt for %e freke' Äake
w  much reuel & ryche of %e ro�de table
kny'te' ful cortays & comlych ladies
al for luf of %at lede � longÀge %ay were
bot neu¥ %e|lece ne %e lat¥ %ay neuened bot m¥%e
mony ioyle' for %at ientyle iape' %er maden
for aftter mete w  mo�nÀg he mele' to|his eme
& Äpeke' of his paÄÄage & pertly he Äayde
Now lege lorde of my|lyf leue Æ| yow aÄk
'e knowe %e coÄt of %is cace kepe Æ no more
to telle yow tene' %er#of neu¥ bot t¥fel
bot Æ|am bo� to %e bur barely to#morne
to|Äech %e gome of %e grene as god wyl|me wyÄÄe
%�ne %e beÄt of %e bur' bo'ed to#geder
aywan & errik & o%¥ ful mony



102v [98v]
ì doddinaual de Äauage %e duk of clarence
launcelot & ly#onel & lucan %e gode
ì boos & ì byduer big|m� bo%e
& mony o%¥ menÄkful w  mador de|la|port
alle %is compayny of court com %e kÀg nerre
for|to co�Äeyl %e kny't with care at her hert
%ere wat' much derue doel driuen � %e Äale
%at Äo wor%e as wawan Ächulde wende on %at ernde
to dry'e a delful dynt & dele no more wyth bronde
%e kny't mad ay god chere
& Äayde quat Ächuld Æ wonde
of deÄtines derf & dere
what may mon do bot fonde
he dowelle' %er al|%at day & dreÄÄe' on %e morn
aÄke' erly hys arme' & alle were %ay bro't
fyrÄt a|tule tapit ty't ou¥ %e flet
& miche wat' %e gyld gere %at glent %er alofte
%e Ätif mon Äteppe' %eron & %e Ätel hondele'
dubbed � a|dublet of a|dere tars
& Äy%en a |crafty capados cloÄed aloft
%at wyth a bry't bla�ner was bo�den w  �ne
%�ne Äet %ay %e Äabato�' vpon %e Äegge fote'
his lege' lapped � Ätel   w  luflych greue'
w  polayne' piched %er#to policed ful|clene
aboute his kne' knaged wyth knote' of golde
queme quyÄÄewes %� %at coyntlych cloÄed
his thik %rawen %y'e' w  %wonges to tachched
& Äy%en %e brawden bryne of bry't Ätel rÀge'
v#mbe#weued %at wy' vpon wlonk Ätuffe
& wel bornyÄt brace vpon his bo%e armes
w  gode cowters & gay & gloue' of plate %at tyde
& alle %e godlych gere %at hØ gayn Ächulde
wyth ryche cote#armure
his gold Äpore' Äpend w  pryde
gurde wyth a|bront ful Äure
w  Äilk Äayn vmbe his Äyde

when he wat'
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When he wat' haÄped � armes his harnays wat' ryche
%e leÄt lachet ou¥ loupe lemed of golde
Äo harnayÄt as he wat' he herkne' his maÄÄe
offred & hono�ed at %e he'e auter
Äy%en he come' to %e kÀg & to|his cort#fere'
lache' lufly his leue at lorde' & ladye'
& %ay hØ kyÄt & conueyed bikende hØ to kryÄt
bi|%at wat' Gryngolet grayth & gurde w  a|Äadel
%at glemed ful gayly w  mony golde frenges
ay#quere naylet ful|nwe for %at note ryched
%e brydel barred aboute w  bry't golde bo�den
%e apparayl of %e payttrure & of %e proude Äkyrte'
%e cropore & %e couertor acorded wyth %e arÄo�e'
& al wat' rayled on red ryche golde nayle'
%at al|glytered & glent as glem of %e Ä�ne
%�ne hentes he %e helme & haÄtily hit kyÄÄes
%at wat' Ätapled Ätifly & Ätoffed wyth �ne
hit wat' hy'e on his hede haÄped bihynde
wyth a|ly'tly vryÄo� ou¥ %e auen3tayle
enbrawden & bo�den wyth %e beÄt g�me'
on brode Äylkyn borde & brydde' on Äeme'
as papiaye' paynted pernÀg bitwene
tortors & trulofe' entayled Äo %yk � to�e
as mony burde %er#aboute had b� Äeu� wynt¥
%e cercle wat' more o|prys
%at vmbe#clypped hys cro�
of diama�te' a|deuys
%at bo%e were bry't &|bro�

hen %ay Ächewed hØ %e Ächelde %at was of|Ächyr goule'
wyth %e pentangel depaynt of pure golde hwe'
he brayde' hit by|%e bauderyk aboute %e hals keÄt+

%at biÄemed %e Äegge Äemlyly fayre
& quy %e pentangel apende' to %at prynce noble
Æ|am � tent yow to telle %of tary hyt me Ächulde
hit is a|ÄÀgne %at Äalamon Äet Ä� quyle
� bytoknÀg of traw%e bi|tytle %at hit habbe'

ß



103v [99v]
for hit is a|figure %at halde' fyue poynte'
& vche lyne vmbe#lappe' & louke' � o%er
& ay|quere hit is emdele' & Englych hit callen
ou¥ al as Æ here %e endeles knot
for#%y hit acorde' to|%is kny't & to|his cler arme'
for ay faythful � fyue & Äere fyue Äy%e'
Gawan wat' for|gode knawen & as golde pured
voyded of vche vylany wyth vertue' �no�ned � mote
for#%y %e pen#tangel nwe
he ber � Ächelde & cote
as tulk of tale moÄt trwe
& gentyleÄt kny't of|lote
fyrÄt he wat' funden fautle' � his fyue wytte'
& efte fayled neu¥ %e freke � his fyue fyngres
& alle his afya�ce vpon folde wat' � %e fyue wo�de'
%at cryÄt ka't on||%e croys as %e crede telle'
& quere Äo eu¥ %ys mon � melly wat' Ätad
his %ro %o't wat' � %at %ur' alle o%¥ %Àge'
%at alle his forÄnes he feng at %e fyue Æoye'
%at %e hende heuen#quene had of hir chylde
at %is cauÄe %e kny't comlyche hade
� %e inore half of his Ächelde hir ymage depaynted
%at quen he bluÄched %erto his belde neu¥ payred
%e fyft fyue %at Æ|finde %at %e frek vÄed
wat' fra�chyÄe & fela'Ächyp forbe al %Àg
his clannes & his cortayÄye croked were neu¥
& pite %at paÄÄe' alle poynte' %yÄe pure fyue
were harder happed on %at ha%el %� on any|o%¥
now alle %eÄe fyue Äy%e' for|Äo%e were fetled on %is kny't
& vchone halched in o%¥ %at non ende hade
& fyched vpon fyue poynte' %at fayld neu¥
ne Äamned neu¥ � no|Äyde ne Äundred nou%er
w  outen ende at any noke Æ|quere fynde
where eu¥ %e gomen bygan or glod to an ende
%erfore on his Ächene Ächelde Ächapen wat' %e knot
%� alle wyth red golde vpon rede gowle'
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%at is %e pure pentaungel wyth %e peple called w  lore
now gray%ed is gawan gay
& la't his la�ce ry't %ore
& gef hem alle goud day
he wende for eu¥ more
he Äperred %e Äted w  %e Äpure' & Äprong on his way
Äo Ätif %at %e Äton|fyr Ätroke out %er aft¥
al %at Äe' %at Äemly Äyked � hert
& Äayde Äo%ly al Äame Äegges til o%¥
carande for %at comly bi kryÄt hit is Äca%e
%at %¢ leude Ächal be loÄt %at art of lyf noble
to|fynde hys fere vpon folde � fayth is not e%e
warloker to haf wro't had more wyt bene
& haf dy't 'onder dere a|duk to haue wor%ed
a|lowande leder of lede' � londe hØ wel Äeme'
& Äo|had bett¥ haf ben %� britned to no't
hadet wyth an|aluiÄch mon for|angarde' pryde
who knew eu¥ any kÀg Äuch co�Äel to take
as kny'te' � cauelo�' on cryÄt maÄÄe gomne'
wel much wat' %e warme water %  walt¥ed of|y'en
when %at Äemly Äyre Äo't fro %o wone' %ad daye
he made non abode
bot wy'tly went hys way
mony wylÄ� way he rode
%e bok as Æ|herde Äay
Now ride' %is renk %ur' %e ryalme of logres
ì gauan on gode' halue %a' hØ no gomen %o't
oft leudle' alone he lenge' on ny'te'
%er he|fonde no't hØ byfore %e fare %at he|lyked
hade he|no|fere bot his fole bi|frythe' & do�e'
ne no gome bot god bi|gate wyth to karp
til %at he ne'ed ful nogh$ � to %e nor%e wale'
alle %e iles of angleÄay on|lyft half he halde'
& fare' ou¥ %e forde' by %e forlonde'
ou¥ at %e holy hede til|he hade eft bonk
� %e wyldreneÄÄe of wyrale wonde %er|bot lyte
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%at au%¥ god o%¥ gome wyth goud hert louied
& ay he frayned as he ferde at freke' %at he met
if %ay hade herde any karp of a|kny't grene
� any gro�de %eraboute of %e grene clapel
& al nykked hØ wyth nay %at neu¥ � her lyue of grene
%ay Äe'e neu¥ no|Ä#egge %at wat' of|Äuche hwe'
%e kny't tok gates Ätraunge
� mony a bonk vn#bene
his cher ful|oft con cha�ge
%at chapel|er he my't Äene
Mony klyf he ou¥ clambe � contraye' Ätra�ge
fer floten fro|his frende' fremedly he ryde'
at vche war%e o%er wat¥ %er %e wy'e paÄÄed
he fonde a|foo hØ byfore bot ferly hit were
& %at Äo|foule & Äo felle %at fe't hØ by#hode
Äo mony m¥uayl bi mo�t %¥ %e mon fynde'
hit were to tore for|to telle of %e ten%e dole
Äumwhyle wyth worme' he werre' & w  wolues als
Ä�whyle wyth wodwos %at woned � %e knarre'
bo%e wyth bulle' & bere' & bore' o%¥ quyle
& etayne' %at hØ anelede of %e he'e felle
nade he ben du'ty & dry'e & dry'tyn had|Äerued
douteles he hade ben ded & dreped ful ofte
for werre wrathed hØ not Äo much %at wÀt¥ nas wors
when %e colde cler wat¥ fro %e cloude' Ächadden
& fres er hit falle my't to|%e fale er%e
ner Älayn wyth %e Älete he Äleped � his yrnes
mo ny'te' %� � nogh$ � naked rokke'
%¥ as clat¥ande fro %e creÄt %e |colde borne r�ne'
& henged he'e ou¥ his hede � hard iiÄÄe ikkles
%us � peryl & payne & plytes ful harde al one
bi contray cayre' %is kny't tyl kryÄt maÄÄe euen
%e kny't wel %at tyde
to mary made his mone
%at ho hØ red to ryde
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& wyÄÄe hØ to Ä� wone
Bi|a|mo�te on %e morne meryly he rydes
into a|foreÄt ful|dep %at ferly wat' wylde
hi'e hille' on vche a|halue & holt wode' vnder
of hore oke' ful hoge a hundreth to geder
%e haÄel & %e ha' %orne were harled al Äamen
w  ro'e raged moÄÄe rayled aywhere
w  mony brydde' vnbly%e vpon bare twyges
%at pitoÄly %er piped for pyne of %e colde
%e gome vpon gryngolet glyde' hem vnder
%ur' mony miÄy & myre m� al hØ one
carande for his coÄtes leÄt he ne keu¥ Ächulde
to Äe %e Äeruy of %at Äyre %at on %at Äelf ny't
of a burde wat' borne oure baret to quelle
& %erfore ÄykÀg he Äayde Æ be Äeche %e lorde
& mary %at is myldeÄt moder Äo|dere
of Ä� herber %er|he'ly i|my't here maÄÄe
ande %y matyne' to morne mekely Æ aÄk
& %er to preÄtly Æ pray my pat¥ & aue & crede
he rode � his prayere
& cryed for his myÄdede
he Äayned hØ � Äy%es Äere
& Äayde cros kryÄt me Äpede

ade he Äayned hØ Äelf Äegge bot %rye
er he wat' war � %e|wod of|a|won � a|mote
abof a|la�de on a|lawe loken vnder bo'e'

of mony borelych bole aboute bi %e diches
a|caÄtel  %e comlokeÄt %at eu¥ kny't a'te
pyched on a prayere apark al aboute
w  apyked palays pyned ful %ik
%at  vmbe te'e mony tre mo %� two myle
%at holde on %at on Äyde %e ha%el auyÄed
as hit Ächemered & Ächon %ur' %e|Ächyre oke'
%�ne hat' he hendly of his helme  & he'ly he %onke'
ieÄus & Äay gilyan %at gentyle arbo%e

à
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%at cortayÄly had hØ|kydde & his cry herkened
now bone hoÄtel co%e %e burne Æ beÄeche yow 'ette
%#�ne gedere' he to gryngolet w  %e gilt hele'
& he ful cha�cely hat' choÄen to %e chef gate
%at bro't bremly %e burne to %e bryge ende � haÄte
%e bryge wat' breme vp#brayde
%e 'ate' wer Ätoken faÄte
%e walle' were wel arayed
hit dut no wynde' blaÄte
%e burne bode on bonk %at on blonk houed
of %e depe double dich %at drof to %e place
%e walle wod � %e wat¥ wonderly depe
ande eft a|ful huge he't hit haled vpon|lofte
of harde hewen Äton vp to %e table'
enbaned vnder %e abataylm�t � %e beÄt lawe
& Äy%en garyte' ful gaye gered bi#twene
wyth mony luflych loupe %at louked ful clene
a|bett¥ barbican %at burne bluÄched vpon neu¥
& �nermore he behelde %at halle ful hy'e
towres telded bytwene trochet ful %ik
fayre fylyole' %at fy'ed & ferlyly long
with coruon copro�es craftyly Äle'e
chalk#whyt chymnees %er ches he � no'e
vpon baÄtel roue' %at blenked ful quyte
Äo mony pynakle payntet wat' poudred ay#quere
am�g %e caÄtel carnele' clambred Äo %ik
%at pared out of papure purely hit Äemed
%e fre freke on %e fole hit fayr � nghe %o't
if he my't keu¥ to com %e cloyÄt¥ wyth �ne
to herber � %at hoÄtel whyl halyday leÄted auinant
he calde & Äone %er com
a porter pure pleÄa�t
on %e wal his ernd he nome
& haylÄed %e kny't erra�t
gode ì Ï gawan wolde' %¢ go mÀ ernde
to %e he' lorde of %is ho� herber to craue
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)e pet¥ Ï %e port¥ & purely i trowoe
%at 'e be wy'e welc� to|won quyle yow lyke'
%� 'ede  wy'e 'erne a'ayn Äwy%e
& folke frely hØ wyth to fonge %e kny't
%ay let do� %e grete dra't & derely out 'eden
& kneled do� on her knes vpon %e colde er%e
to welc� %is ilk wy' as wor%y hom %o't
%ay 'olden hØ %e brode 'ate 'arked vp wyde
& he hem rayÄed rekenly & rod ou¥ %e brygge
Äere Äegge' hØ ÄeÄed by|Äadel quel he ly't
& Äy%en Ätabeled his Ätede Ätif m� � no'e
kny'te' & Äwyere' comen do� %�ne
for to brÀg %is buurne wyth blys � to halle
quen he hef vp his helme %er hi'ed � nog$
for to hent hit at his honde %e hende to Äeruen
his bronde & his blaÄo� bo%e %ay token
%� haylÄed he ful hendly %o ha%ele' vchone
& mony proud mon %er p¥Äed %at prÀce to hono�
alle haÄped � his he' wede to|halle %ay hØ w�nen
%er fayre fyre vpon flet ferÄly br�ned
%�ne %e lorde of %e lede loute' fro his chambre
for|to mete wyth menÄke %e mon on %e flor
he Äayde 'e ar welc� to welde as yow lyke' & welde
%at here is al is yowre awen to haue at|yowre wylle
gra�t mercy Ï gawayn
%er kryÄt hit yow for'elde
as freke' %at Äemed fayn
ay%¥ o%¥ � arme' c� felde
Gawayn gly't on %e gome %at godly hØ gret
& %u't hit a|bolde burne %at %e bur' a'te
a|hoge ha%el for %e none' & of hygh$ eldee
brode bry't wat' his berde & al beu¥ hwed
Äturne Ätif on %e Ätry%%e on Ätalworth Ächonke'
felle face as %e fyre & fre of hys Äpeche
& wel hØ Äemed for Äo%e as %e Äegge %u't
to lede a|lortÄchyp � lee of leude' ful gode
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(e lorde hØ charred to a|chambre & clefly c�a�de'
to delyu¥ hym a|leude hym lo'ly to|Äerue
& %ere were bo� at his bode burne' � no'e
%at bro't hØ to|a|bry't boure %¥ beddÀg wat' noble
of cortynes of clene Äylk wyth cler golde h�me'
& cou¥tore' ful curious w  comlych pane'
of bry't blaunm¥ aboue enbrawded biÄyde'
rudele' r�nande on rope' red golde rÀge'
tapite' ty't to|%e wo'e of tuly & tars
& vnder fete on %e flet of fol'ande Äute
%er he wat' diÄpoyled wyth Äpeche' of my¥%e
%e burn of his bruny & of his bry't wede'
ryche robes ful rad renkke' hym bro'ten
for|to charge & to chaunge & choÄe of %e beÄt
Äone as he on hent & happed %¥ �ne
%at Äete on hyn Äemly wyth Äaylande Äkyrte'
%e ver by his uiÄage verayly hit Äemed
welne' to vche ha%el alle on hwes
lowande & lufly alle his lØme' vnder
%at a comloker kny't neu¥ kryÄt made hem %o't
whe%en � worlde he were
hit Äemed as he my't
be prynce w  outen pere
� felde %¥ felle men fy't
a cheyer by fore %e chemne %¥ charcole br�ned
wat' gray%ed for ì gawan gray%ely w  clo%e'
whyÄÄynes vpon queldepoynt+ %a koÀt wer bo%e
& %�ne a|mere mantyle wat' on %at mon caÄt
of a|bro� bleea�t enbrauded ful ryche
& fayre furred wyth �ne w  felle' of %e beÄt
alle of ermyn � erde his hode of %e Äame
& he Äete � %at Äettel Äemlych ryche
& achaufed hØ cefly & %�ne his cher mended
Äone wat' telded vp a|tabil on treÄte' ful fayre
clad wyth a|clene clo%e %at cler quyt Ächewed
Äanap & Äalure & Äylu¥ � Äpone'
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%e wy'e weÄche at his wylle & went to|his mete
Äegge' hym Äerued Äemly � no'e
wyth Äere Äewes & Äete ÄeÄo�de of %e beÄt
double#felde as hit falle' & fele|kyn fiÄche'
Ä�me baken � bred Ä�me brad on %e glede'
Ä�me Äo%en Ä�me � Äewe Äau¥ed w  Äpyces
& ayÄawes Äo Äle'e %at %e Äegge lyked
%e freke calde hit a|feÄt ful frely & ofte as hende
ful hendely quen|alle %e ha%eles re hayted hØ at one'
%is pena�ce now 'e take
& eft hit Ächal amende
%at mon much m¥%e con make
for wÀ � his hed %at wende
%�ne wat' Äpyed & Äpured vpon Äpare wyÄe
bi preue poynte' of %at prynce put to hØ Äeluen
%at he be knew cortayÄly of %e court %at he were
%at a%el arthure %e hende halde' hØ one
%at is #%e ryche ryal kÀg of %e ro�de table
& hit wat' wawen hØÄelf %at � %at won Äytte'
comen to %at kryÄtmaÄÄe as caÄe hØ %en lymped
when %e lorde hade lerned %at he %e leude hade
loude la'ed he %¥at Äo|lef hit hØ %o't
& alle %e men � %at mote maden much Æoye
to apere � his preÄenÄe preÄtly %at tyme
%at alle prys & prowes & pured %ewes
apendes to hys perÄo� & prayÄed is eu¥
by fore alle men vpon molde his menÄk is %e moÄt
vch Äegge ful Äoftly Äayde to his fere
now Ächal we Äemlych Äe Äle'te' of %ewe'
& %e teccheles termes of talkyng noble
wich Äpede is � Äpeche vnÄpurd may we lerne
ÄÀ we haf fonged %at fyne fader of nurture
god hat' geuen v� his g£ce godly for Äo%e
%at Äuch a|geÄt as gawan gra�te' v� to|haue
when burne' bly%e of his bur%e Ächal|Äitte & ÄÀge
� menÀg of man¥e' mere
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%is burne #now Ächal v� bryng
Æ hope %at may hØ here
Ächal lerne of luf talkÀg
Bi %at %e diner wat' done & %e dere vp
hit wat' ne' at %e niy't ne'ed %e tyme
chaplayne' to %e chapeles choÄen %e gate
r�gen ful rychely ry't as %ay Ächulden
to %e herÄ� euenÄong of %e hy'e tyde
%e lorde loutes %erto & %e lady als
� to a cumly cloÄet coyntly ho entre'
gawan glyde' ful gay & gos %eder Äone
%e lorde laches hØ by|%e lappe & lede' hØ to|Äytte
& cou%ly hØ knowe' & calle' hØ his nome
& Äayde he wat' %e|welcomeÄt wy'e of %e worlde
& he hØ %onkked %roly & ay%¥ halched o%er
& Äeten Äoberly Äamen %e ÄeruiÄe quyle
%�ne lyÄt %e lady to loke on %e kny't
%�ne com ho of hir cloÄet w  mony cler burde'
ho wat' %e fayreÄt � felle of fleÄche & of lyre
& of compas & colo� & coÄtes of alle o%¥
& wener %en wenore as %e wy'e %o't
ho ches %ur' %e cha�Äel to cheryche %at hende
an o%er lady hir lad bi|%e lyft honde
%at wat' alder %en ho an a�cian hit Äemed
& he'ly honowred w  ha%ele' aboute
bot vn lyke on|to loke %o|ladyes were
for if %e 'onge wat' 'ep 'ol'e wat' %  o%¥
riche red on %at on rayled ay#quere
rugh ronkled cheke' %at o%¥ on rolled
kerchofes of %at on wyth mony cler perle'
hir breÄt & hir bry't %rote bare diÄplayed
Ächon Ächyrer %� Änawe %at Ächede' on hille'
%at o%¥ wyth a|gorger wat' gered ou¥ %e Äwyre
chymbled ou¥ hir blake chyn w  mylk quyte vayles
hir fro�t folden � Äylk enfoubled ay quere
toret & treleted w  tryfle' aboute
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%at no't wat' bare of %at burde bot %e blake bro'es
%e tweyne y'en & %e naÄe %e naked lyppe'
& %oÄe were Äoure to|Äe & Äellyly blered
a|menÄk lady on molde m� may hir calle for gode
hir body wat' Ächort & %ik
hir buttoke' bay & brode
more lykker wys on to lyk
wat' %at Ächo hade on lode
When gawayn gly't on %  gay %  g£cio�ly loked
wyth leue la't of %e lorde he went hem|a'aynes
%e alder he haylÄes heldande fullowe
%e loueloker he lappe' a lyttel � arme'
he kyÄÄes hir comlyly & kny'tly he mele'
%ay kallen hØ of a quoÀta�ce & he hit quyk aÄke'
to be her Äerua�t Äothly if hemÄelf lyked
%ay tan hØ bytwene hem wyth talkÀg hØ leden
to cham#bre to chemne & chefly %ay aÄken
Äpyce' %at vn Äparely m� Äpeded hom to|brÀg
& %e wÀne lych wyne %¥ w  vche tyme
%e lorde luflych aloft lepe' ful ofte
mÀned m¥the to|be made vpon mony|Äy%e'
hent he'ly of his hode & on a|Äpere henged
& wayned hom to wÀne %e worchip %erof
%at moÄt myr%e my't meue %  cryÄtenmas whyle
& Æ|Ächal fonde bi my fayth to fylt¥ wyth %e beÄt
er me wont %e wede' w  help of my frende'
%� wyth la'ande lote' %e lorde hit tayt make' %  ny't
for to glade ì gawayn w  gomne' � halle
til %at hit wat' tyme
%e kÀg coma�det ly't
ì gawen his leue con nyme
& to his bed hØ di't
on %e morne as vch mon myne' %at tyme
%at dry'tyn for oure deÄtyne to de'e wat' borne
wele waxe' � vche a|won � worlde for his Äake
Äo|did hit %ere on %at day %ur' dayntes mony
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bo%e at mes & at mele meÄÄes ful quaynt
derf men vpon dece dreÄt of %e beÄt
%e olde a�cian wyf he'eÄt ho Äytte'
%e lorde lufly her|by lent as Æ trowe
Gawan & %e gay burde to|geder %ay Äeten
euen � mydde' as %e meÄÄe metely come
& Äy%en %ur'|al|%e Äale as hem beÄt Äemed
bi vche grome at his degre g£y%ely wat' Äerued
%¥ wat' mete %er wat' myr%e %¥ wat' much ioye
%at for|to telle %erof hit me tene were
& to poynte hit 'et Æ|pyned me ¹au�ture
bot 'et Æ wot %at Wawen & %e wale burde
Äuch comfort of her compaynye ca'ten to geder
%ur' her dere daly#a�ce of her derne worde'
wyth clene cortays carp cloÄed fro fyl%e � vayres
& hor play wat' paÄÄande vche prynce gomen
tr�pe' & nakerys
much pypÀg %¥ repayres
vche m� tented hys
& %ay two t�ted %ayres
Much dut wat' %er dryuen %at day & %at o%¥
& %e %ryd as %ro %ronge � %eraft¥
%e ioye of Äayn Æone' day wat' gentyle to|here
& wat' %e laÄt of %e layk leude' %er %o'ten
%er wer geÄtes to go vpon %e gray morne
for#%y wonderly %ay woke & %e|wyn dronken
da�Äed ful|dre'ly wyth dere carole'
at %e laÄt when hit wat' late %ay lachen her leue
vchon to wende on his way #%at wat' wy'e Ätronge
gawan gef hØ god|day %e|god m� hØ lachche'
ledes hØ to his awen chambre %e|chØne byÄyde
& %ere he dra'e' hØ on dry'e & derely hØ %onkke'
of %e wÀne #worÄchip & he hØ wayued hade
as to hono� #his ho� on %at hy'e tyde
& enbelyÄe his bur' w  his bele chere
ÆwyÄÄe ì quyl Æ|leue me wor%e' %e better
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%at #Gawayn hat' ben my geÄt at godde' awen feÄt
G£nt merci ì Ï gawayn � god fayth hit is yowre'
al %e hono� is yo� awen %e he'e kÀg yow 'elde
& Æ|am wy'e at yo� wylle to worch yo�e heÄt Bi ri't
as Æ am halden %¥ to � hy'e & � lo'e
%e|lorde faÄt can hØ payne
to holde lenger %e kny't
to|hØ anÄware' gawayn
Bi non way %at he my't
Then frayned %e freke ful|fayre at him#Äelu�
quat derue dede had hØ dryuen at %at dere tyme
Äo kenly fro %e kÀge' kourt to kayre al|his one
er %e halidaye' holly were halet out of to�
for Äo%e ì Ï %e Äegge 'e Äayn bot %e traw%e
a he'e ernde & a haÄty me hade fro %o wone'
for Æ|am Ä�ned my#Äelfe to Äech to a|place
Æ wot � worlde wheder#warde to|wende hit to|fynde
Æ nolde bot if Æ|hit negh my't on nw|'eres morne
for alle %e londe � wyth logres Äo me oure lorde help
for %y ì %is enqueÄt Æ require yow here
%at 'e me telle w  traw%e if eu¥ 'e tale herde
of %e grene chapel quere hit on gro�de Ätonde'
& of %e kny't %at hit kepes of colo� of grene
%¥ wat' Ätabled bi Ätatut a|Äteuen v� by twene
to mete %at mon at %  mere 'if Æ my't laÄt
& of %at ilk nw'ere bot neked now wonte'
& Æ|wolde loke on %at lede Æf god me|let wolde
gladloker bi|godde' Ä� %� any god welde
for%i ÆwyÄÄe bi 'owre wylle wende me bi houes
naf Æ now to|buÄy bot bare %re daye'
& me als fayn to falle feye as fayly of myÀ ernde
%�ne la'ande Ï %e lorde now leng %e by houes
for|Æ|Ächal teche yow to %at terme bi|%e tyme' ende
%e grene chapayle vpon gro�de greue yow no more
bot 'e Ächal be � yowre bed burne at %À eÄe
quyle forth daye' & ferk on %e|fyrÄt of %e 'ere
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& cum to %at merk at mydmorn to make quat yow like'
dowelle' whyle new 'eres daye in Äp�ne
& rys & rayke' %�ne
m� Ächal yow Äette � waye
hit is not two myle h�ne
%�ne wat' gawan ful glad & gomenly he la'ed
now Æ %onk yow %ryuandely %ur'|alle o%¥ %Àge
now acheued is my cha�ce Æ|Ächal at yo� wylle
dowelle & elle' do quat 'e demen
%�ne ÄeÄed hØ %e Äyre &ÆÄet hØ byÄyde
let %e ladie' be fette to lyke h� %e|bett¥
%er wat' Äeme Äolace by|hemÄ#elf Ätille
%e lorde let for|luf lote' Äo myry
as wy' %at wolde of his wyte ne|wyÄt quat he|my't
%�ne he carped to %e kny't criande loude
'e han demed to do %e dede %at Æ|bidde
wyl 'e halde %is hes here at %ys one'
'e ì for Äo%e Äayd %e Äegge trwe
whyl Æ byde � yowre bor'e be bayn to 'owe heÄt
for 'e haf trauayled Ï %e tulk towen fro ferre
& Äy%en waked me wyth 'e arn not wel waryÄt
nau%¥ of ÄoÄtna�ce ne of Älepe Äo%ly Æ|knowe
'e Ächal lenge � yo� lofte & ly'e � yo� eÄe
to#morn quyle %e meÄÄe quyle & to mete wende
when 'e wyl wyth my wyf %at wyth yow Ächal Äitte
& comfort yow w  compayny til Æ|to cort torne 'e lende
& i Ächal erly ryÄe
on h�tÀg wyl Æ wende
gauayn g£nte' alle %yÄe
hØ heldande as %e hende
'et firre Ï %e freke a|forwarde we make
quat Äoeuer Æ wÀne � %e wod hit wor%e' to yo�e'
& quat chek Äo 'e acheue cha�ge me %er#forne
Äwete Äwap we Äo Äware w  traw%e
que%¥ leude Äo lymp lere o%¥ bett¥
bi|god Ï Gawayn %e gode Æ|g£nt %¥ tylle
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& %at yow lyÄt for|to layke lef hit me %ynk+
who brÀge' v� %is beu¥age %is bargayn is maked
Äo Äayde %e lorde of %at lede %ay la'ed vchone
%ay dronken & daylyeden & dalten vnty'tel
%iÄe lorde' & ladye' quyle %at hem lyked
& Äy%en w  frenkyÄch fare & fele fayre lote'
%ay Ätoden & Ätemed & Ätylly Äpeken
kyÄten ful comlyly & ka'ten her leue
w  mony|leude ful ly't & lemande torcheÄ ful Äofte
vche burne to|his bed wat' bro't at %e laÄte
to bed 'et er %ay 'ede
recorded couena�te' ofte
%e olde lorde of %at leude
cow%e wel halde layk a lofte

ul erly bifore %e|day %e folk vpryÄen
geÄtes %at go wolde hor grome' %ay calden
& %ay buÄken vp bilyue blonkke' to|Äadel
tyffen he takles truÄÄen her males
richen hem %e rycheÄt to ryde alle arayde
lepen vp ly'tly lachen her brydeles

vche wy'e on his way %er hØ wel lyked
%e leue lorde of %e londe wat' not %e|laÄt
a rayed for %e rydyng w  renkke' ful mony
ete a Äop haÄtyly when he hade herde maÄÄe
w  bugle to|bent#felde he buÄke' by lyue
by %at any day ly't lemed vpon er%e
he w  his ha%eles on hy'e horÄÄes weren
%�ne %iÄe cacheres %at cou%e cowpled hor ho�de'
vncloÄed %e|kenel dore & calde hem %¥ oute
blwe bygly � bugle' %re bare mote
braches bayed %¥ fore & breme noyÄe maked
& %ay chaÄtyÄed & charred on chaÄÀg %at went
a hundreth of hunt¥es as Æ|haf herde telle of %e beÄt
to tryÄtors vewters 'od
couples huntes of keÄt

á
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%¥ ros for blaÄte' gode
gret rurd � %at foreÄt
At %e fyrÄt quethe of %e queÄt quaked %e wylde
der drof � %e dale doted for drede
hi'ed to|%e hy'e bot het¥ly %ay|were
reÄtayed w  %e Ätablye %at Ätoutly aÄcryed
%ay let %e|hertte' haf %e gate w  %e hy'e hedes
%e breme bukke' alÄo w  hor brode paume'
for %e fre lorde hade de#fende � fermyÄo� tyme
%  %¥ Ächulde no mon meue to %e male dere
%e hinde' were halden � w  hay & war
%e does dryuen w  gret dyn to %e depe Älade'
%er my't mon Äe as %ay Älypte ÄlentÀg of arwes
at vche wende vnder wande wapped a|flone
%at bigly bote on %e bro� w  ful|brode hede'
what %ay brayen & bleden bi bonkke' %ay de'en
&|ay rachches � a res radly hem fol'es
h�tere' wyth hy'e horne haÄted hem|aft¥
wyth Äuch a|crakkande kry as klyffes haden bruÄten
what wylde Äo at waped wy'es %at Ächotten
wat' al to raced & rent at %e reÄayt
bi|%ay were tened at %e hy'e & tayÄed to|%e wattre'
%e lede' were Äo|lerned at %e lo'e tryÄteres
& %e gre ho�de' Äo|grete %at geten hem|bylyue
& hem tofylched as faÄt as freke' my't loke %¥ ry't
%e lorde for blys abloy
ful oft con la�ce &|ly't
& drof %at day wyth Æoy
thus to %e derk ny't
%� layke' %is lorde by lynde#wode' eue'
& G: %e god mon � gay bed lyge'
lurkke' quyl %e day|ly't lemed on %e wowes
vnder couerto� ful clere cortyned aboute
& as � Älom¥Àg he|Älode Äle'ly he herde
a littel dyn at his dor & derfly vpon
& he heue' vp his hed out of %e clo%es
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A corner of %e cortyn he ca't vp a|lyttel
& wayte' warly %ider#warde quat hit be my't
hit wat' %e ladi loflyeÄt to be holde
%at dro' %e dor aft¥ hir ful dernly & Ätylle
& bo'ed to warde %e|bed & %e burne Ächamed
& layde hØ do� lyÄtyly & let as he Älepte
& ho Ätepped Ätilly & Ätel|to|his bedde
keÄt vp %e cortyn &|creped w  �ne
& Äet|hir ful Äoftly on|%e bed Äyde
& lenged %ere Äelly longe to|loke qu� he wakened
%e lede lay lurked a|ful longe quyle
compaÄt � his concience to quat %at cace my't
meue o%¥ amo�t to|m¥uayle hØ %o't
bot 'et he Äayde � hØ Äelf more Äemly hit were
to aÄpye wyth my Äpelle ##Äpace quat ho wolde
%en he wakenede & wroth & to hir warde torned
& vn louked his y'e lydde' &|let as hØ wondered
& Äayned hØ as bi|his Äa'e %e Äau¥ to worthe w  hande
wyth chÀne & cheke ful Äwete
bo%e quit & red � blande
ful lufly con ho lete
wyth lyppe' Ämal la'ande
God moro� ì gawayn Äayde %at fayr lady
'e ar a Äle¹ vn Äly'e %at m� may Älyde hider
now ar 'e tan aÄtyt bot t¢e v� may Ächape
Æ|Ächal bynde yow � yo� bedde %  be 'e trayÄt
al|la'ande %e|lady lanced %o|bourde'
goud moro� g£e Ï gawayn %e|bly%e
me Ächal wor%e at yo� wille &|%at| me lyke'
for Æ|'elde me 'ederly & 'e'e aft¥ g£ce
& %at is %e beÄt be my dome for me by houe' nede
& %us he bourded a'ayn w  mony a|bly%e la't¥
bot wolde 'e lady louely %� leue me g£nte
& de#prece yo� pryÄo� & pray hØ to ryÄe
Æ wolde bo'e of %is bed & buÄk me bett¥
Æ Ächulde keu¥ %e more comfort to karp yow wyth
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Nay for Äo%e beau ì Äayd %at Äwete
'e Ächal|not riÄe of yo� bedde Æ rych yow bett¥
Æ Ächal happe yow here %at o%¥ half als
& Äy%en karp wyth my kny't %at Æ ka't haue
for Æ wene wel ÆwyÄÄe ì wowen 'e are
%at alle %e worlde worchipe' quere#Äo 'e ride
yo� hono� yo� hendelayk is hendely prayÄed
w  lorde' wyth ladyes w  alle %at lyf bere
& now 'e ar here iwyÄÄe & we bot oure one
my lorde &|his lede' ar on len%e faren
o%¥ burne' � her bedde & my burde' als
%e dor drawen & dit w  a derf haÄpe
&|Äy%en Æ|haue � %is ho� hØ %at al lyke' w  tale
Æ|Ächal ware my whyle wel quyl hit laÄte'
'e ar welc� to my cors
yowre awen won to|wale
me be houe' of fyne force
yo� Äeruaunt be & Ächale
In god fayth Ï gawayn gaÀ hit me %ynkke'
%a' Æ|be not now he %at 'e of Äpeken
to|reche to|Äuch reuerence as 'e reherce here
Æ|am wy'e vn wor%y Æ wot wel my#Äeluen
bi|god i were glad & yow god %o't
at Äa'e o%¥ at Äeruyce %at Æ|Äette my't
to %e pleÄa�ce of yo� prys hit were a|pure ioye
in god fayth ì gawayn Ï %e gay lady
%e prys & %e prowes %at pleÄe' al o%¥
if Æ|hit lakked o%¥ Äet at|ly't hit were littel daynte
bot hit ar|ladyes � no'e %at leu¥ wer now%e
haf %e hende � hor holde as Æ|%e habbe here
to|daly w  derely yo� daynte worde'
keu¥ hem comfort & colen her care' %ur'e grace 
%� much of %e|gary#Äo� o%¥ golde %at %  %ay hauen
bot Æ louue %at ilk lorde %  %e lyfte halde'
Æ|haf hit holly � my honde %at al deÄyres
Ächo made hØ Äo gret chere
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%at wat' Äo|fayr of face
%e kny't w  Äpeches Äkere
aÄwared to vche a cace
Madame Ï %e myry mon mary yow 'elde
for i|haf fo�den � god|fayth yowre fra�chis nobele
& o%¥ ful much of o%¥ folk fongen ## hor|dede'
bot %e daynte %  %ay delen for my diÄert nyÄen
hit is %e worchyp of yo� Äelf %at no't bot wel c�ne'
bi|mary Ï %e menÄkful me %ynk hit an|o%¥
for were Æ|worth al %e|wone of|wØmen alyue
& al|%e wele of %e worlde were � my|honde
& Æ|Ächulde chepen & choÄe to|cheue me a|lorde
for %e coÄtes %at Æ|haf knowen vpon|%e kny't here
of bewte & de#bonerte &|bly%e Äembla�t
& %at Æ|haf er herkkened & halde hit here trwee
%¥ Ächulde no|freke vpon folde bifore yow be|choÄen
Æ|wyÄÄe wor%y Ï %e wy'e 'e haf waled wel bett¥
bot Æ|am proude of %e prys %at 'e put on|me
& Äoberly yo� Äerua�t my Äou¥ayn Æ|holde yow
& yowre kny't Æ|be com & kryÄt yow for 'elde
%� %ay meled of much quat til myd#morn paÄte
& ay %e lady let lyk a|hØ loued mych
%e freke ferde w  defence & feted ful|fayre
%a' Æ|were burde bry'teÄt %e burde � mynde hade
%e laÄÄe luf � his lode for lur %at he|Äo't boute hone
%e dunte %at Ächulde hØ deue
& nede' hit moÄt be|done
%e lady %�n Äpek of leue
he g£nted hir ful|Äone
%�ne ho|gef hØ god|day & wyth a|glent la'ed
& as ho|Ätod ho Ätonyed hØ wyth ful Ätor worde'
now he %at Äpede' vche Äpech %is diÄport 'elde yow
bot %at 'e be gawan hit got' � mÀde
quer#fore Ï %e freke & freÄchly he aÄke'
ferde leÄt he hade fayled � fo�me of his caÄtes
bot %e burde hØ bleÄÄed & bi|%is Äkyl Äayde
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Äo god as gawayn gaynly is halden
& cortayÄye is cloÄed Äo|clene � hØ Äeluen
couth not ly'tly haf lenged Äo long wyth a|lady
bot he had craued a|coÄÄe bi|his co�tayÄye
bi|Ä� towch of Ä�me tryfle at Ä� tale' ende
%� Ï wowen Æ|wyÄÄe wor%e as yow lyke'
Æ|Ächal kyÄÄe at yo� coma�dement as a kny't falle'
& fire|leÄt he|diÄpleÄe yow fo plede hit no more
ho comes nerre w |%at & cache' hØ � arme'
loute' luflych adou� &|%e leude kyÄÄe'
%ay comly byk�nen to|kryÄt ay%¥ o%¥
ho dos hir forth at %e dore w  outen dyn more
& he ryches hØ to ryÄe & rapes hØ Äone
clepes to his chamberlayn choÄes his wede
bo'e' forth quen he wat' bo� bly%ely|to maÄÄe
& %�ne he meued to his mete %  m�Äkly hØ keped
& made myry al day til|%e mone ryÄed w  game
w  neu¥ freke fayrer fonge
bitwene two|Äo dÀgne dame
%e alder & %e 'onge
much Äolace Äet|%ay Äame
And ay %e lorde|of %e|londe is lent on|his gamne'
to h�t � holte' & he%e at|hynde' barayne
Äuch a|Äowme he %¥ Älowe bi|%at %e Ä�ne heldet
of dos & of o%¥ dere to deme were wonder
%�ne ferÄly %ay flokked � folk|at %e laÄte
& quykly of %e quelled dere a|querre %ay maked
%e beÄt bo'ed %erto w  burne' � nogh$
gedered %e gratteÄt of|gres %at %er were
& didden hem derely vndo as %e dede aÄke'
Äerched hem at %e aÄay Ä�me %at %¥ were
two fÀgeres %ay fonde of %e|fowleÄt of|alle
Äy%� %ay Älyt %e Älot ÄeÄed %e erber
Ächaued wyth a|Ächarp knyf & %e Ächyre knitten
Äy%en rytte %ay %e foure lØmes & rent of %e hyde
%� brek %ay %e bale %e bale' out token
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lyÄtily forlancÀg & lere of %e knot
%ay gryped to %e gargul� & g£y%ely departed
%e|weÄa�t fro %e wynt hole & walt out %e gutte'
%� Ächer %ay out %e|Ächuldere' w  her Ächarp knyue'
haled hem by|a|lyttel hole to|haue hole Äydes
Äi%en britned %ay %e|breÄt & brayden hit � twÀne
& eft at %e gargul� bigyne' on %�ne
ryue' hit vp radly ry't to %e by't
voyde' out %e a vanters & v¥ayly %¥ aft¥
alle %e ryme' by|%e rybbe' radly %ay lance
Äo ryde %ay of by|reÄo� bi|%e rygge bone'
euenden to %e haunche %at henged alle Äamen
& heuen hit vp al hole & hwen hit of %ere bi kynde
and %at %ay neme for %e no�bles bi nome as Æ trowe
bi %e by't al|of %e %y'es
%e lappe' %ay lance bi|hynde
to|hewe hit � two %ay hy'es
bi|%e bak bon to vnbynde
Bo%e %e hede & %e hals %ay hwen of %�ne
& Äy%en Äunder %ay %e Äyde' Äwyft fro|%e chyne
& %e corbeles fee %ay keÄt � a|greue
%�n %urled %ay ay%er %ik Äide %ur' bi %e rybbe
& henged %�ne a%¥ bi|ho'e' of %e fourche'
vche freke for|his fee as falle' for|to haue
vpon|a|felle of|%e fayre beÄt fede %ay %ayr ho�des
wyth %e|lyu¥ & %e ly'te' %e le%er of %e paunche'
& bred ba%ed � blod blende %er am�ge'
baldely %ay blw prys bayed %ayr rachche'
Äy%en fonge %ay|her fleÄche folden to|home
Ätrakande ful Ätoutly mony Ätif mote'
bi|%at %e|dayly't wat' done %e douthe wat' al wonen
� to %e comly caÄtel %er %e kny't bide' ful Ätille
wyth blys & bry't fyr bette
%e lorde is comen %¥ tylle
when gawayn wyth hØ mette
%er wat' bot wele at wylle
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Th�ne coma�ded %e lorde � %  Äale to|Äamen alle %e meny
bo%e %e ladyes on|logh$ to|ly't w  her burdes
bi fore alle %e folk on %e flette freke' he|bedde'
v¥ayly his venyÄo� to|fech hØ byforne
& al godly � gomen gaway he called
teche' hØ to|%e tayles of ful tayt beÄtes
Ächewe' hØ %e Ächyree grece Ächorne vpon rybbes
how paye' yow %is play haf Æ prys w�nen
haue Æ %ryuandely %onk %ur' my craft Äerued
'e Æ wyÄÄe Ï %at o%¥ wy'e here is wayth fayreÄt
%at Æ|Äe' %is Äeuen 'ere � ÄeÄo� of wynt¥
& al Æ gif yow gawayn Ï %e gome %�ne
for by a corde of couena�t 'e craue hit as yo� awen
%is is Äoth Ï %e Äegge Æ|Äay yow %at ilke
& Æ|haf worthyly %is wone' wyth �ne
Æ|wyÄÄe w  as god wylle hit wor%e' to 'o�e'
he haÄppe' his fayre hals his arme' wyth �ne
& kyÄÄes hØ as comlyly as ho cou%e awyÄe
tas yow %ere my cheuica�ce Æ|cheued no more
Æ wowche hit Äaf fynly %a' feler hit were
hit is god Ï %e|godmon g£nt m¥cy %¥fore
hit may be Äuch hit is %e bett¥ & 'e me breue wolde
where 'e wan %is ilk wele bi|wytte of hor Äeluen
%at wat' not forward Ï he frayÄt me no more 'e mowe
for 'e haf tan %at yow tyde' trawe 'e non o%¥
%ay la'ed & made hem|bly%e
wyth lote' %at were to|lowe
to Äoper %ay 'ede aÄÄwy%e
wyth dayntes nwe � nowe
And Äy%en by %e chymne � chamber %ay Äeten
wy'e' %e walle wyn we'ed to|hem oft
& efte � her bourdÀg %ay bay%en � %e morn
to|fylle %e|Äame forwarde' %at %ay by fore maden
%at cha�ce Äo|by|tyde' hor|cheuyÄa�ce to cha�ge
what nwe' Äo %ay nome at na't quen %ay metten
%ay acorded of %e couenaunte' byfore %e co�t alle
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%e beuerage wat' bro't forth � bourde at|%at tyme
%�ne %ay louelych le'ten leue at %e laÄt
vche burne to his bedde buÄked bylyue
bi %at %e coke hade crowe' & cakled bot %ryÄe
%e lorde wat' lopen of his bedde %e leude' vchone
Äo %at %e mete & %e maÄÄe wat' metely delyu¥ed to chace
%e douthe dreÄÄed to|%e wod er|any day Äprenged
he' w  h�te & horne'
%ur' playne' %ay paÄÄe � Äpace
vn coupled am�g %o %orne'
rache' %at ran on race

one %ay calle of a queÄt � aker Äyde
%e h�t re hayted %e ho�de' %at hit fyrÄt mÀged
wylde worde' hØ warp wyth a|wraÄt noyce

%e|hownde' %at hit herde haÄtid %ider Äwy%e
& fellen as faÄt to|%e fuyt fourty at ones
%�ne Äuch a|glau¥ande glam of gedered rachche'
ros %at %e rochere' r�gen aboute
h�tere' hem|hardened w  horne &|wyth muthe
%� al � a|Äemble Äweyed to geder
bitwene a|floÄche � %at fryth & a|foo cragge
in|a|knot bi|a|clyffe at %e kerre Äyde
%¥ as %e rogh rocher vn rydely wat' fallen
%ay ferden to|%e fyndÀg & freke' hem|aft¥
%ay vmbe keÄten %e knarre & %e knot bo%e
wy'e' whyl %ay wyÄten wel wyt � ne h� hit were
%e|beÄt %at %er breued wat' wyth %e blod ho�de'
%�ne %ay beten on %e buÄke' & bede hØ vp ryÄe
& he vnÄo�dyly out Äo't Äegge' ou¥ %wert
on %e ÄellokeÄt Äwyn Äwenged out %ere
long Äythen fro %e Äo�der %at Äi'ed for olde
for he wat' #########&bor al%er-gratteÄt
#################quen he gronyed %�ne greued mony
################# %e fyrÄt %raÄt he %ry't to|%e er%e
##################rth good Äped boute Äpyt more
##################wed hygh$ ful hy'e & hay hay cryed

Þ
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haden horne' to mou%e heterly rechated
mony wat' %e myry mouthe of|men & of|ho�de' To quelle
%at buÄkke' aft¥ %is bor w  boÄt & wyth noyÄe
ful oft he byde' %e baye
& mayme' %e mute � melle
he hurte' of %e ho�de' & %ay
ful #'omerly 'aule & 'elle
Ächalke' to Ächote at hØ Ächowen to %�ne
haled to hym of her arewe' hitten hym oft
bot %e poÀte' payred at %e pyth %  py't � his Ächelde'
& %e barbe' of his browe bite non wolde
%a' %e|Ächauen Ächaft Ächyndered � pece'
%e hede hypped a'ayn were Äo eu¥ hit hitte
Bot quen %e dynte' hØ dered of her|dry'e Ätroke'
%en brayn wod for bate on burne' he raÄe'
hurte' hem ful heterly %er he forth hy'e'
& mony ar'ed %erat & on lyte dro'en
bot %e lorde on a|ly't horce la�ces hym aft¥
as burne bolde vpon bent his bugle he|blowe'
he rechated & %ur' rone' ful %yk
Äuande %is wylde Äwyn til %e Ä�ne Ächafted
%is day wyth %is ilk dede %ay|dryuen on %is wyÄe
whyle oure luflych lede lys � his bedde of hewe
Gawayn g£y%ely at home � gere' ful ryche
%e lady no't for'ate
com to hØ to Äalue
ful erly ho wat' hØ ate
his mode for|to remwe
ho c�mes to %e cortyn &|at %e kny't totes
& Wawen her|welc�ed wor%y on|fyrÄt
& ho hØ 'elde' a'ayn ful|'erne of hir worde'
Äette' hir|Äoftly by his Äyde & Äwy%ely ho|la'e'
& wyth a|luflych loke ho|layde hØ %yÄe worde'
ì 'if 'e be wawen wonder me %ynkke'
wy'e %at is Äo|wel wraÄt alway to|god
& conne' not of compaynye %e coÄte' vnder take

& if mon k�nes
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& if mon k�nes yow hom|to knowe 'e keÄt hom of yo� mÀde
%¢ hat' for 'eten 'ederly %at 'iÄt¥day Æ ta'tte
bi alder trueÄt token of talk %at Æ|cow%e
what is %at Ï %e wygh$ Æ wyÄÄe Æ|wot neu¥
if hit be Äothe %at 'e breue %e|blame is mÀ awen
'et Æ kende yow of kyÄÄÀg Ï %e clere %�ne
quere#Äo co�tena�ce is cou%e #quikly to clayme
%at bic�es vche a|kny't %at cortayÄy vÄes
do way Ï %at derf mon my dere %at Äpeche
for %at durÄt Æ|not do leÄt Æ|deuayed were
if Æ|were werned Æ|were wrang ÆwyÄÄe 'if i ¹fered
ma|fay Ï %e mere wyf 'e may not be werned
'e ar Ätif � nogh$ to conÄtrayne wyth Ätrenk%e 'if yow lyke'
'if any were Äo vilano� %at yow de vaye wolde
'e be god Ï Gawayn good|is yo� Äpeche
bot %rete is vn %ryuande � %ede %¥ Æ|lende
& vche gift %at is geuen not w  goud wylle
Æ|am at yo� comaundem�t to kyÄÄe quen yow|lyke' in Äpace
'e may lach quen yow lyÄt & leue quen|yow %ynkke'
%e lady loute' a|do�
& comlyly kyÄÄes his face
much Äpeche %ay %¥ expo�
of druryes greme & g£ce
Æ woled wyt at yow wy'e %at wor%y %er Äayde
& yow wrathed not %er#wyth what were %e Äkylle
%at Äo 'ong & Äo 'epe as 'e at %is tyme
Äo cortayÄe Äo#kny'tly as 'e ar knowen oute
& of alle cheualry to choÄe %e chef %Àg a loÄed
is %e lel|layk of luf %e lettrure of armes
for to telle of %is teuelÀg of %is trwe kny'te'
hit is %e tytelet token & tyxt of her werkke'
how ########## her lele luf hor|lyue' han a�tered
endured for her drury dulful Äto�de'
& aft¥ wenged w  her walo� & voyded her care
& bro't blyÄÄe � to boure w  bo�tees hor awen
& 'e ar kny't com#lokeÄt kyd of yo� elde
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yo� worde & yo� worchip walke' ayquere
& Æ haf Äeten by yo� Äelf here Äere twyes
'et herde Æ neu¥ of yo� hed helde no worde'
%at eu¥ longed to luf laÄÄe ne more
& 'e %at ar Äo cortays & coÀt of yo� hetes
ogh$ to a|'onke %Àk 'ern to|Ächewe
& teche Ä� tokene' of trweluf craftes
why ar 'e lewed %at alle %e los welde' ffor Ächame
o%¥ elles 'e demen me to|dille yo� dalya�ce to|herken
i com hider Äengel & Äitte
to|lerne at yow Ä� game
dos teche' me of yo� wytte
whil my|lorde is fro hame
In goud fay%e Ï gawayn god yow for 'elde
gret is %e gode gle & gomen to me huge
%at Äo wor%y as 'e wolde wÀne hidere
& pyne yow w  Äo|pou¥ a|mon as play wyth yo� kny't
with any ÄkÀne' co�tena�ce hit keu¥e' me eÄe
bot to take %e toruayle to myÄelf to trwluf typo�
& towche %e teme' of tyxt & tale' of|arme'
to yow %at Æ|wot wel welde' more Äly't
of %at art bi %e half or a h�dreth of Äeche
as Æ|am o%¥ eu¥ Ächal � erde %er Æ leue
hit were a|fole fele#folde my|fre by|my traw%e
Æ wolde yowre wylnÀg worche at my my't
as Æ am hy'ly bihalden & eu¥ more wylle
be Äerua�t to yo� Äeluen Äo|Äaue me dry'tyn
%� hØ frayned %at fre & fondet hØ ofte
for|to haf w�nen hØ to wo'e what#Äo Ächo %o't elle'
bot he de#fended hÀ Äo|fayr %at no faut Äemed bot blyÄÄe
Ne non euel on naw%¥ halue naw%¥ %ay wyÄten
%ay la'ed & layked longe
at %e laÄt Ächo con hØ kyÄÄe
hir leue fayre con Ächo fonge
& went hir waye ÆwyÄÄe
Then ru%es hØ %e renk & ryÄes to|%e maÄÄe
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& Äi%en hor din¥ wat' dy't & derely Äerued
%e lede w  %e ladye' layked alle day
bot %e lorde ou¥ %e londe' la�ced ful ofte
Äwe' his vncely Äwyn %at ÄwÀge' bi|%e bonkke'
& bote %e|beÄt of his brache' %e bakke' � Ä�der
%er he bode � his bay tel bawe#men hit breken
& madee hym maw gref his hed for|to mwe vtt¥
Äo felle flone' %er flete when %e folk gedered
bot 'et %e ÄtyffeÄt to Ätart bi|Äto�de' he made
til|at %e|laÄt he wat' Äo mat he my't no more r�ne
bot � %e haÄt %at he my't he to|a|hole wÀne'
of a|raÄÄe bi|a|rokk %¥ renne' %e boerne
he gete %e bonk at his bak bigÀe' to Äcrape
%e fro%e femed at his mouth vnfayre bi|%e wyke'
whette' his whyte tuÄche' w  hØ %� irked
alle %e burne' Äo|bolde %at hØ by Ätoden for wo%e
to nye hØ on ferum bot ne'e hØ non durÄt
he hade hurt Äo mony byforne
%at al %u't %�ne ful lo%e
be more wyth his tuÄches torne
%at breme wat' braÀ ##wod bothe
Til %e kny't com hØ Äelf kachande his blonk
Äy' hØ byde at %e bay his burne' byÄyde
he ly't+ luflych ado� leue' his corÄo�
brayde' out a bry't bront & bigly forth Ätryde'
fo�de' faÄt %ur' %e forth %er %e felle byde'
%e|wylde wat' war of %e wy'e w  weppen � honde
hef hy'ly %e here Äo|hett¥ly he fnaÄt
%at fele ferde for|%e freke' leÄt felle hØ %e worre
%e Äwyn Äette' hØ out on %e Äegge euen
%at %e burne & %e|bor were bo%e vpon hepe'
in %e wy'creÄt of %e wat¥ %e worre hade %at o%¥
for %e mon merkke' hØ wel as %ay mette fyrÄt
Äet Äadly %e Ächarp � %e Älot euen
hit hØ vp to|%e hult %at %e hert Ächyndered
& he 'arrande hØ 'elde & 'edo� %e wat¥
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a h�dreth ho�de' hØ hent ful tyt
%at bremely con|hØ bite
burne' h� bro't to bent
& dogge' to dethe endite
There wat' blawÀg of prys � mony breme horne
he'e halowig on hi'e w  ha%ele' %at my't
brachetes bayed %at beÄt as bidden %e mayÄt¥e'
of %at chargea�t chace %at were chef h�tes
%�ne a|wy'e %at wat' wys vpon wod crafte'
to vnlace %is bor lufly bigÀne'
fyrÄt he hewes of his hed & on|hi'e Äette'
& Äy%en rende' him al rogh$ bi %e rygge after
brayde' out %e boweles br�ne' h� on glede
with bred blent %er w  his braches rewarde'
Äy%en he britne' out %e|brawen � bry't brode chelde'
& hat' out %e haÄtlette' as hi'tly biÄeme'
& 'et hem halche' al hole %e halue' to geder
& Äy%en on|a|Ätif Ätange Ätoutly hem henges
now with %is ilk Äwyn %ay Äwengen to home
%e bores hed wat' borne bifore %e burnes Äeluen Äo Ätronge
%at h� for ferde � %e|for%e %ur' forÄe of his honde
til he Äe' ì Gawayne
� halle hØ po't ful longe
he calde & he com gayn
his fee' %¥ for|to fonge
%e lorde ful lowde w  lote & la'ed myry
wh� he Äe'e ì G: w  Äolace he Äpeke'
%e goude ladye' were geten & gedered %e meyny
he Ächewe' hem %e Ächelde' & Ächapes hem %e tale
of %e largeÄÄe & %e len%e %e hy¥ne' alÄe
of %e were of %e wylde Äwyn � wod %er he fled
%at o%¥ kny't ful|comly comended his dede'
& prayÄed hit as gret prys %at|he proued hade
for Äuche a|brawne of a|beÄt %e bolde burne Äayde
ne Äuch Äydes of a|Äwyn Äegh he neu¥ are
%�ne hondeled %ay %e hoge hed %e hende m� hit prayÄed
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& let lodly %erat %e lorde for|to here
now gawayn Ï %e god mon %is gomen is yo� awen
bi fyn for#warde & faÄte faythely 'e knowe
hit is Äothe Ï %e Äegge & as Äiker trwe
alle my get Æ|Ächal yow gif agayn bi|my traw%e
he %e ha%el aboute %e halÄe & hendely hØ kyÄÄes
& eft¥ Äones of %e Äame he Äerued hØ %ere
now ar we euen Ï %e ha%el � %is euen tide Bi lawe
of alle %e couenauntes %at we|knyt Äy%en Æ|com hider
%e lorde Äayde bi|Äaynt gile
'e ar|%e beÄt %at Æ knowe
'e ben ryche � a whyle
Äuch chaffer & 'e drowe
%�ne %ay teldet table' treÄtes alofte
KeÄten clo%en vpon clere ly't %�ne
wakned bi wo'e' waxen torches
Äegge' Äette & Äerued � Äale al|aboute
much glam & gle glent vp %¥ �ne
aboute %e fyre vpon flet & on|fele wyÄe
at %e Äoper & aft¥ mony a%el Äonge'
as co�dutes of kryÄt maÄÄe & carole' newe
with al %e man¥ly m¥%e %  mon may of|telle
& eu¥ oure luflych kny't %e lady bi|Äyde
Äuch Äembla�t to %at Äegge Äemly ho made
wyth Ätille Ätollen co�tena�ce %at Ätalworth to pleÄe
%at al for wondered wat' %e wy'e & wroth w  hØ Äeluen
bot he nolde not for his nurture nurne hir a 'ayne' To wraÄt
bot dalt w  hir al|� daynte how Äe eu¥ %e dede turned
quen %ay hade played � halle
as longe as hor wylle hom laÄt
to chambre he con hØ calle
& to %e chem#ne %ay paÄt
Ande %er %ay dronken & dalten & demed eft nwe
to norne on %e Äame note on nwe|'ere' euen
bot %e kny't craued leue to|kayre on %e morn
for hit wat' ne' at %e terme %at he to Ächulde
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%e lorde hØ letted of %at to|lenge hØ reÄteyed
& Äayde as Æ am trwe Äegge Æ Äiker my traw%e
%¢ Ächal cheue to|%e grene chapel %y|charres to make
leude on nw|'ere' ly't longe bifore pryme
for#%y %ow lye � %y|loft & lach %yn eÄe
& i Ächal h�t in %is holt & halde %e towche'
cha�ge wyth %e cheuiÄa�ce bi|%at Æ|charre hider
for Æ|haf frayÄted %e twys & faythful Æ|fynde %e
now |%rid tyme %rowe beÄt| %enk|on %e morne
make we mery quyl we may & mÀne vpon Æoye
for %e lur may mon lach when Äo|mon|lyke'
%is wat' gray%ely gra�ted & gawayn is lenged W  li't
bli%e bro't wat' hym drynk & %ay to bedde 'eden
ì G: lis & Älepes
ful|Ätille & Äofte al|ni't
%e lorde %at his crafte' kepes
ful|erly he wat' di't
Aft¥ meÄÄe a morÄel he & his men token
miry wat' %e mornÀg his mo�ture he aÄkes
alle %e ha%eles %at on horÄe Ächulde helden hØ aft¥
were bo� buÄked on hor blonkke' bi forere %e halle 'ate'
ferly fayre wat' %e folde for %e forÄt clenged
� rede rudede vpon rak riÄes %e Ä�ne
& ful clere coÄte' %e clowdes of %e welkyn
h�teres vnhardeled bi a|holt Äyde
rocheres ro�gen bi|rys for rurde of her|hornes
Ä�me fel � %e fute %er %e fox bade
trayle' ofte a trayt¥es bi tra�t of her wyles
a|kenet kyres %erof %e|h�t on hØ calles
his fela'es fallen hØ to %  fnaÄted ful %ike
r�nen forth � a|rabel � his ry't fare
& he fyÄke' hem by fore %ay fo�den hØ Äone
& quen %ay Äegh$ hØ w  Äy't %ay|Äued hØ faÄt
wre'ande h# fu# w#t##ly with a wroth noyÄe
& he trantes & tornayee' %ur' mony tene greue
hauilo�e' & herkene' bi|hegge' ful ofte
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at %e laÄt bi|a|littel dich he lepe' ou¥ a|Äp�ne
Ätele' out ful|Ätilly bi|a|Ätrothe rande
went haf wylt of %e wode w  wyle' fro %e ho�des
%�ne wat' he went er he wyÄt to to a wale tryÄt¥ al graye
%er %re %ro at a|%rich %rat hØ at ones
he blenched a'ayn bilyue
& Ätifly Ätart on|Ätray
with alle %e wo on|lyue
to %e wod he went away
Th�ne wat' hit lif vpon lift to ly%en %e ho�de'
when alle %e mute hade hØ met menged to#geder
Äuche a|Äor'e at %at Äy't %ay Äette on his hede
as alle %e clamberande clyffes hade clat¥ed on|hepes
here he wat' halawed when ha%ele' hØ metten
loude he wat' 'ayned w  'arande Äpeche
%er he wat' %reted & ofte %ef called
& ay %e titleres at his tayl %at tary he ne my't
ofte he wat' r�nen at when|he out rayked
& ofte reled � a'ayn Äo reniarde wat' wyle
& 'e he lad hem bi lag#mon %e lorde & his meyny
on %is man¥ bi|%e mountes quyle myd ou¥ vnder
whyle %e hende kny't at home halÄ�ly Älepes
with �#ne %e comly cortÀ#es on %e colde morne
bot %e lady for luf let not to|Älepe
ne %e purpoÄe to payre %at py't � hir hert
bot ros hir vp radly rayked hir %eder
in|a\mery mantyle mete to %e er%e
%at wat' furred ful fyne w  felle' wel pured
no hwef goud on hir hede bot %e ha'er Ätones
traÄed aboute hir treÄÄo� be twenty � cluÄt¥es
hir %ryuen face & hir %rote %rowen al naked
hir breÄt bare bifore & bihinde eke
ho come' w  �ne %e chambre dore & cloÄes hit hir aft¥
wayue' vp a|wyndow & on|%e|wy'e calle' w  chere 
& radly %� re#hayted hØ w  hir riche wordes    bi
a mon how may %¢ Älepe
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%is morn�g is Äo clere
he wat' � drowp�g depe
bot %�ne he con hir here
In dre' droupÀg of dreme draueled %at noble
as mon %at wat' in mornÀg of mony|%ro %o'tes
how %at deÄtine Ächulde %at day his wyrde
at %e grene chapel when he %e gome metes
& bi houes his buffet abide with#oute debate more
bot quen %at comly com he keu¥ed his wyttes
Äwenges out of %e Äweuenes & Äware' w  haÄt
%e lady luflych com la'ande Äwete
felle ou¥ his fayre face & fetly hØ kyÄÄed
he welc�e' hir wor%ily with a|wale chere
he Äe' hir Äo glorio� & gayly atyred
Äo fautles of hir fetures & of Äo fyne hewes
wi't wallande Æoye warmed his hert
w  Ämo%e ÄmylÀg & Ämolt %ay Ämeten � to m¥%e & wynne
%at al wat' blis & bonchef %at breke hem bi twene
%ay lanced wordes gode
much wele %� wat' %¥ �ne
gret ¹ile bi twene hem Ätod
nif mare of hir kny't mÀne
ffor %at prynce of pris depreÄed hØ Äo %ikke
nurned hØ Äo ne'e %e %red %at nede hØ bihoued
o%¥ lach %er hir luf o%¥ lodly re#fuÄe
he cared for his cortayÄye leÄt cra%ayn he|were
& more for his meÄchef 'if he Ächulde make ÄÀne
& be traytor to %at tolke %at %  telde a't
god Ächylde Ï %e Ächalk %at Ächal|not be|falle
w  luf la'Àg a|lyt he layd hØ by Äyde
alle %e Äpeche' of Äpecialte %at Äprange of|her mouthe
Ï %at burde to %e burne blame 'e diÄÄerue
'if 'e luf not %at lyf %at 'e lye nexte
bifore alle %e wy'es � %e worlde wo�ded � hert
bot if 'e haf a|l�man a leu¥ %at yow lyke' bett¥
& folden fayth to %at fre feÄtned Äo harde
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%at yow lauÄen ne lyÄt & %at Æ|leue nou%e
and %at 'e telle me %at now trwly Æ pray yow ffor gile
for alle %e lufe' vpon lyue layne not %e Äo%e
%e kny't Äayde be Äayn Æon
& Äme%ely con he Ämyle
in fayth Æ welde ri't non
ne non wil welde %e quile
%at is a|worde Ï %at wy't %at worÄt is of|alle
bot Æ|am Äwared for Äo%e %at Äore me %inkke'
kyÄÄe me now comly & Æ|Ächal cach he%en
Æ may bot mo�ne vpon molde as may %at much louyes
Äykande ho Äwe'e do� & Äemly hØ kyÄÄed
& Äi%en ho|Äeu¥es hØ fro & Äays as ho Ätondes
now dere at %is de#partÀg do me %is eÄe
gif me Äumquat of %y gifte %i|gloue of hit were
%at Æ may mÀne on %e mon my mo�nÀg to|laÄÄen
now ÆwyÄÄe Ï %at wy'e Æ|wolde Æ|hade here
%e leueÄt %�g for %y luf %at Æ|in londe welde
for 'e haf deÄerued for|Äo%e Äellyly ofte
more rewarde bi|reÄo� %� Æ|reche my't
bot to dele yow for|drurye %  dawed bot neked
hit is not yo� hono� to haf at %is tyme
a|gloue for a|garyÄo� of gawayne' gifte'
& Æam here an erande � erde' vncou%e
& haue no m� wyth no male' w  menÄkful %�ge'
%at miÄlyke' me lade for luf at %is *tyne ne pine
iche tolke mon do as he is tan tas to non ille
nay hende of hy'e hono�s
Ï %at lufÄ� vnder lyne
%a' Æ hade no't of yo�e'
'et Ächulde 'e haue of myne
ho ra't hØ a riche rynk of red golde werke'
wyth a|Ätarande Äton Ätondande alofte
%at bere bluÄÄchande beme' as %e bry't Ä�ne
wyt 'e wel hit wat' worth wele ful hoge
bot %e renk hit renayed & redyly he Äayde
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Æ wil no gifte' for gode my gay at %is tyme
Æ haf none yow to norne ne no't wyl i|take
ho bede hit hØ ful byÄily & he hir bode wernes
& Äwere Äwyftel by his Äothe %at he hit ÄeÄe nolde
& ho Äore %at he forÄoke & Äayde %¥ after
if 'e renay my rynk to ryche for|hit Äeme'
'e wolde not Äo hy'ly halden be to|me
Æ Ächal gif yow my|girdel %at gaynes yow laÄÄe
ho|la't a|lace ly'tly %at leke vmbe hir Äyde'
knit vpon hir kyrtel vnder %e clere mantyle
Gered hit wat' w  grene Äylke & w  golde Ächaped
no't bot aro�de brayden beten w  fyngre'
& %at ho|bede to %e burne & bly%ely biÄo't
%a' hit vn wor%i were %at he hit take wolde
& he nay %at he nolde negh$ � no wyÄe
nau%er golde ne garyÄo� er|god hØ g£ce Äende
to acheue to %e cha�ce %at he hade choÄen %ere
& %erfore i pray yow diÄpleÄe yow no't to gra�te
& lette' be yo� biÄineÄÄe for Æ bay%e hit yow neu¥
Æ am derely to|yow biholde
bi#cauÄe of yo� Äembela�t
& eu¥ � hot & colde
to be yo� trwe Äerua�t
Now forÄake 'e %is Äilke Äayde %e|burde %�ne
for hit is Äymple � hit Äelf & Äo hit wel Äeme'
lo Äo hit is littel & laÄÄe hit is wor%y
bot who#Äo knew %e coÄtes %at knit ar %er �ne
he wolde hit prayÄe at more prys parauenture
for quat gome Äo is gorde w  %is grene lace
while he hit hade hemely halched aboute
%er is no ha%el vnder heuen to hewe hØ %at my't
for|he my't not be|Älayn for|Äly't vpon er%e
%� keÄt %e kny't & hit come to his hert
hit were a Æuel for %e Æoparde %at hØ iugged were
when he acheued to %e chapel his chek for|to fech
my' he haf Älypped to be vn Älayn %e Äle't were noble
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%�ne he %ulged with hir %repe & %oled hir to|Äpeke
& ho bere on|hØ %e belt & bede hit hØ Äwy%e
& he g£nted & hØ gafe with a|goud wylle
& bi|Äo't hym for hir Äake diÄceu¥ hit neu¥ for no'te
bot to lelly layne fro|hir|lorde %e leude hØ acorde'
%at neu¥ wy'e Ächulde hit wyt ÆwyÄÄe bot %ay twayne
he %onkked hir oft ful Äwy%e
ful %ro w  hert & %o't
bi %at on %rÀne Äy%e
ho hat' kyÄt %e kny't Äo to't
Th�ne lachche' ho hir leue & leue' hØ %ere
for more myr%e of|%at mon mo't ho not gete
when he wat' gon ì G gere' hØ Äone
riÄes & riches hØ � araye noble
lays vp %e|luf|lace %e lady hØ ra't
hid hit ful holdely %¥ he hit eft fonde
Äy%� cheuely to %e chapel choÄes he %e|waye
preuely aproched to a|preÄt & prayed hØ %ere
%at he wolde lyfte his lyf & lern hØ bett¥
how his Äawle Ächulde be Äaued when he Ächuld Äeye he%�
%ere he Ächrof hØ Ächyrly & Ächewed his myÄdede'
of %e more & %e mÀne & m¥ci beÄeche'
& of abÄolucio� he on %e|Äegge calles
& he aÄoyled hØ Äurely & Äette hØ Äo clene
as dome' day Ächulde haf ben di't on %e morn
& Äy%en he mace hØ as mery am�g %e|fre|ladyes
w  comlych caroles & alle kÀnes ioye w  blys
as neu¥ he did bot %at daye to|%e derk ny't
vche mon hade daynte %are
of hØ &|Äayde ÆwyÄÄe
%� myry he wat' neu¥ are
Äyn he com hider er %is

ow hØ lenge � %at lee %¥ luf hØ bi tyde
'et is %e lorde on %e la�de ledande his gomnes
he hat' forfaren %is fox %  he fol'ed longe

as he Äprent ou¥|a|Äp�ne to|Äpye %e Ächrewe

à
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%er|as he herd %e howndes %at haÄted hØ Äwy%e
Renaud com richchande %ur'|a|ro'e greue
& alle %e rabel � a|res ry't at his hele'
%e wy'e wat' war of|%e wylde & warly abides
& brayde' out %e bry't bronde & at %e beÄt caÄte'
& he Äch�t for %e Ächarp & Ächulde haf arered
a|rach rapes hØ to ry't er|he|my't
& ry't bifore %e hors fete %ay fel on|hØ alle
& woried me %is wyly wyth a|wroth noyÄe
%e lorde ly'te' bi|lyue & cache' by Äone
raÄed hØ ful radly out of %e rach mou%es
halde' he'e ou¥ his hede halowe' faÄte
& %¥ bayen hØ mony bray ho�de'
h�tes hy'ed|hem %eder w  horne' ful mony
ay re#chatande ary't til %ay %e renk Äe'en
bi|%at wat' comen his compeyny noble
alle %at eu¥ ber bugle blowed at ones
& alle %iÄe o%¥ halowed %at hade no hornes
hit wat' %e myrieÄt mute %at eu¥ m� herde w  lote
%e rich rurd %at %¥ wat' rayÄed for re#naude Äaule
hor ho�de' %ay %¥ rewarde
her her hede' %ay fawne & frote
& Äy%en %ay tan reynarde & turnen of his cote
& %�ne %ay helden to home for hit wat' nie' ny't
Ätrakande ful Ätoutly � hor Ätore horne'
%e lorde is ly't at %e laÄte at hys lef home
fynde' fire vpon flet %e freke %¥ by Äide
Sir Gawayn %e gode %at glad wat' w  alle
am�g %e ladies for luf he ladde much ioye
he were a|blea�t of|blwe %at bradde to|%e er%e
his Äurkot Äemed hØ wel %at Äofte wat' forred
& his hode of %at ilke henged on his Ächulder
blande al of bla�ner were bo%e al aboute
he mete' me %is god mon � mydde' %e flore
& al with gomen he hØ gret & goudly he Äayde
Æ Ächal fylle vpon fyrÄt oure forwarde' nou%e



121r [117r]
%at we Äpedly han|Äpoken %er Äpared wat' no|drynk
%en acoles he  kny't & kyÄÄes hØ %ryes
as Äauerly & Äadly as he|hem Äette cou%e
bi|kryÄt Ï %at o%¥ kny't 'e cach much Äele
� cheuiÄa�ce of %is chaffer 'if 'e hade goud chepe'
'e of %e chepe no charg Ï chefly %at o%¥
as is pertly payed %e chepe' %at Æ a'te
mary Ï %at o%¥ mon myn is bi|hynde
for Æ haf h�ted al %is day & no't haf Æ geten
bot %is foule fox felle %e fende haf %e gode' Äo gode
& %at is ful|pore for|to pay for|Äuche prys %�ges
as 'e haf %ry't me here %ro Äuche %re coÄÄes
Æno' Ï ì gawayn
Æ %onk yow bi|%e rode
& how %e fox wat' Älayn
he tolde hØ as %ay Ätode
With m¥%e & mynÄtralÄye with mete' at hor wylle
(ay maden as mery as any m� mo'ten
w  la'Àg of ladies w  lote' of bordes
Gawayn & %e gode m� Äo glad were %ay bo%e
bot if %e douthe had doted o%¥ dronken ben o%¥
bo%e %e mon & %e meyny maden mony iape'
til %e ÄeÄo� wat' Äe'en %at %ay Äeu¥ moÄte
burne' to hor bedde behoued at %e laÄte
%�ne lo'ly his leue at %e lorde fyrÄt
fechche' %is fre mon & fayre he hØ %onkke'
of Äuch a|Äellyly Äoiorne as Æ haf hade here
yo� hono� at %is hy'e feÄt %e hy'e kÀg yow 'elde
Æ 'ef yow me for|on of yo�e' if yowre Äelf lyke'
for Æ mot nedes as 'e wot meue to#morne
& 'e me take Ä� tolke to teche as 'e hy't
%e gate to %e grene chapel as god wyl me Äuffer
to dele on nw'ere' day %e dome of my wyrdes
Æn god fay%e Ï %e god mon wyth a|goud wylle
al|%at eu¥ Æ yow hy't halde Ächal Æ rede
%er aÄÀgnes he a|Äerua�t to Äett hØ � %e waye
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& co�due hØ by %e downe' %at he no drechch had bi greue
for|to frk %ur' %e fryth & fare at %e gayneÄt
%e lorde Gawayn con %onk
Äuch worchip he wolde hØ weue
%� at %o ladye' wlonk
%e kny't hat' tan his leue
With care & wyth kyÄÄÀg he carppe' hem tille
& fele %ryuande %onkke' he %rat hom to haue
& %ay 'elden hØ a'ay 'eply %at ilk
%ay bikende hØ to|kryÄt w  ful colde ÄykÀge'
Äy%en fro %e meyny he menÄkly departes
vche mon %at he mette he made hem a %onke
for his ÄeruyÄe & his Äolace & his Äere pyne
%at %ay wyth buÄynes had ben aboute hØ to|Äerue
& vche Äegge as Äore to|Äeu¥ w  hy %ere
as %ay hade wonde wor%yly w  %at wlonk eu¥
%� with ledes & ly't he wat' ladde to his chambre
& bly%ely bro't to his bedde to|be at his reÄt
'if he ne Älepe Äo�dyly Äay ne dar Æ in %o't
for he hade muche on %e morn to mÀne 'if he wolde
let hØ ly'e %ere Ätille
he hat' nere %at he Äo't
& 'e wyl a whyle be Ätylle
Æ|Ächal telle yow how %ay wro't

ow ne'e' %e nw'ere & %e ny't paÄÄe'
%e day dryue' to %e derk as dry'tyn bidde'
bot wylde wedere' of|%e worlde wakned %eroute
clowdes keÄten kenly %e colde to %e er%e
wyth ny'e in nogh$ of %e nor%e %e naked to tene
%e Änawe Änitered ful Änart %at Änayped %e wylde

%e werbelande wynde wapped fro %e hy'e
& drof vche dale ful of dryftes ful grete
%e leude lyÄtened ful wel %at le' � his bedde
%a' he lowke' his lidde' ful|lyttel he Älepes
bi vch kok %at crue he knwe wel %e

à
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de#liu¥ly he dreÄÄed vp er|%e day Äprenged
for %ere wat' ly't of a|laupe %at lemed � his chambre
he called to|his chamberlayn %at cofly hØ Äwared
and bede hØ brÀg hØ his bruny & his blonk Äadel
%at o%¥ ferke' hØ vp & feche' hØ his wede'
& gray%e' me ì gawayn vpon a|grett wyÄe
fyrÄt he clad hØ � his clo%e' %e colde for|to were
& Äy%en his o%¥ harnays %at holdely wat' keped
bo%e his pa�ce & his plate' piked ful clene to %onk
%e rÀge' rokked of %e rouÄt of his riche bruny
& al wat' freÄch as vpon fyrÄt & he wat' fayn %�ne
he hade vpon vche pece
wypped ful wel & wlonk
%e gayeÄt � to grece
%e burne bed~ brÀg his blonk
Whyle %e wlonkeÄt wedes he warp on hØ Äeluen
his cote wyth %e conyÄaunce of %e clere werke'
ennurned vpon veluet v¥tuu� Ätone'
aboute beten & bo�den enbrauded Äeme'
& fayre furred w  �ne wyth fayre pelures
'et laft he not %e lace %e ladie' gifte
%at for gat not gawayn for gode of hØ Äeluen
bi he hade belted %e bronde vpon his bal'e ha�che'
%�n dreÄÄed he his drurye double hØ aboute
Äwy%e Äwe%led vmbe his Äwange Äwetely %at kny't
%e gordel of %e grene Äilke %at gay wel bi Äemed
vpon %at ryol red clo%e %at ryche wat' to Ächewe
bot wered not %is ilk wy'e for wele %is gordel
for|pryde of %e pendaunte' %a' polyÄt %ay were
& %a' %e glyt¥ande golde glent vpon ende'
bot for|to Äau� hØ Äelf when Äuffer|hØ by#houed o%¥ knyffe 
to byde bale w  oute dabate of bronde hØ to were
bi %at %e bolde mon bo�
wÀne' %eroute bilyue
alle %e meyny of reno�
he %onkke' ofte ful ryue
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Th�ne wat' gryngolet gray%e %at gret wat' & huge
& hade ben Äoio�ned Äau¥ly & � a|Äiker wyÄe
hØ lyÄt prik for poÀt %at proude hors %�ne
%e wy'e wÀne' hØ to & wyte' on his lyre
& Äayde Äoberly hØ Äelf & by his Äoth Äwere'
here is a|meyny � %is mote %at on menÄke %enkke'
%e mon hem maynteines ioy mot %ay haue
%e leue lady on lyue luf hir bityde
)if %ay for charyte cheryÄen a|geÄt
& halden hono� in her honde %e ha%el h� 'elde
%at halde' %e heuen vpon hy'e & al|Äo yow alle
& 'if Æ my't lyf vpon londe lede any quyle
Æ Ächuld rech yow Ä� rewarde redyly if Æ my't
%� Äteppe' he � to Ätirop & Ätryde' alofte
his Ächalk Ächewed hØ his Ächelde on Ächulder he hit la't
gorde' to gryngolet w  his gilt hele' to pra�ce 
& he Ätarte' on|%e Äton Ätod he no|lenger
his ha%el on|hors wat' %�ne
%at bere his Äpere & la�ce
%is kaÄtel to kryÄt Æ|k�ne
he gef hit ay god cha�ce
The brygge wat' brayde do� & %e brode 'ate'
vn barred & born open vpon bo%e halue
%e burne bleÄÄed hØ bilyue & %e brede' paÄÄed
prayÄes %e porter bifore %e prynce kneled
gef hym god & goud day %at gawayn he Äaue
& went on|his way w  his wy'e one
%at Ächulde teche hØ to to�ne to|%at tene place
%er %e ruful race he|Ächulde re#Äayue
%ay bo'en bi|bonkke' %¥ bo'e' ar bare
%ay clomben bi clyffe' %er clenge' %e colde
%e heuen wat' vp#halt bot vgly %er#vnder
miÄt muged on %e mor malt on %e mo�te'
vch hille hade a|hatte a|myÄt hakel huge
broke' byled & breke bi|bonkke' aboute
Ächyre Ächat¥ande on Ächore' %¥ %ay do� Ächowued
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welawylle wat' %e way %er %ay bi|wod Ächulden %at tyde
til hit wat' Äone ÄeÄo� %at %e Ä�ne ryÄes
%ay were on a|hille ful hy'e
%e quyte Änaw lay biÄyde
%e burne %at rod hØ by
bede his mayÄter abide
ffor Æ|haf w�nen yow hider wy'e at %is tyme
& now nar 'e not fer fro %at note place
%at 'e han Äpied &Äpuryed Äo Äpecially aft¥
bot Æ Ächal Äay yow for Äo%e Äy%en Æ yow knowe
& 'e ar a|lede vpon lyue %at Æ wel louy
wolde 'e worch bi my wytte 'e wor%ed %e bett¥
%e place %at 'e prece to ful|perelo� is halden
%er wone' a|wy'e � %at waÄte %e|worÄt vpon er%e
for he is Ätiffe & Äturne & to|Ätrike louies
& more he is %� any mon vpon myddelerde
& his body bigger %� %e beÄt fowre
%at ar � ar%ure' ho� heÄtor o%¥ o%¥
he cheue' %at cha�ce at %e chapel grene
%er paÄÄes non bi|%at place Äo proude � his armes
%at he ne dÀne' hØ to de%e w  dynt of his honde
for he is a|mon methles & mercy non vÄes
for be hit chorle o%¥ chaplayn %at bi %e chapel rydes
monk o%¥ maÄÄe preÄt o%¥ any mon elles
hØ %ynk as queme hØ to quelle as quyk go hØ Äeluen
for#%y Æ Äay %e as Äo%e as 'e � Äadel Äitte
com 'e %ere 'e|be kylled may %e kny't rede to Äpende
trawe 'e me %at trwely %a' 'e had twenty lyues
he hat' wonyd here ful 'ore
on|bent much baret bende
a'ayn his dynte' Äore
'e may not yow defende
for %y goude ì gawayn let %e gome one
& got' a way Ä� o%¥ gate vpon godde' halue
cayre' bi|Ä� o%¥ kyth %er kryÄt mot yow Äpede
& Æ|Ächal hy' me hom a'ayn & hete yow fyrre
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%at Æ|Ächal Äwere bi|god & alle his gode hal'e'
as help me god & %e halydam & o%e' � nogh$
%at Æ|Ächal lelly yow layne & lance neu¥ tale
%at eu¥ 'e fondt to fle for|freke %at Æ wyÄt
g£nt m¥ci Ï Gawayn & gruchÀg he Äayde
wel worth %e wy'e %at wolde' my gode
& %at lelly me layne Æ leue wel %¢ wolde'
bot helde %¢ hit neu¥ Äo|holde & Æ|here paÄÄed
fo�ded for ferde for to fle � fo�me %at %¢ telle'
Æ were a|kny't kowarde Æ my't mot be excuÄed
bot Æ|wyl|to %e chapel for cha�ce %at may falle
& talk wyth %at ilk tulk %e tale %at me lyÄte hit hafe
wor%e hit wele o%¥ wo as %e wyrde lyke'
%a'e he be a|Äturn knape
to Äti'tel & & Ätad w  Ätaue
ful|wel con dry'tyn Ächape
his Äerua�te' for|to Äaue
Mary Ï %at o%¥ mon now %¢ Äo|much Äpelle'
%at %¢ wylt %yn|awen nye nyme to %y#Äeluen
& %e lyÄt leÄe %y lyf %e lette Æ ne kepe
haf here %i helme on %y hede %i Äpere � %i honde
& ryde me do� %is ilk rake bi|'on rokke Äyde
til %¢ be bro't to %e bo%em of %e brem valay
%�ne loke a|littel on|%e la�de on %i lyfte honde
& %¢ Ächal Äe � %at Älade %e Äelf chapel
& %e borelych burne on bent %at hit kepe'
now fare' wel on gode' half gawayn %e noble
for alle %e golde vpon gro�de Æ nolde go wyth %e
ne bere %e fela'Ächip %ur' %is fryth on|fote fyrre
bi %at %e wy'e � %e wod wende' his brydel
hit %e hors w  %e hele' as harde as he my't al one
lepe' hØ ou¥ %e la�de & leue' %e kny't %ere
bi|godde' Äelf Ï gawayn
Æ wyl nau%¥ grete ne grone
to godde' wylle Æ|am ful bayn
& to hØ Æ|haf me tone
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Th�ne gyrde' he to gryngolet & gedere' %e rake
Ächowue' � bi|a|Ächore at a|Ächa'e Äyde
ride' %ur' %e ro'e bonk ry't to|%e dale
& %�ne he wayted hØ aboute & wylde hit hØ %o't
& Äe'e no|ÄÀgne of reÄette bi|Äyde' nowhere
bot hy'e bonkke' &|brent vpon bo%e halue
& ru'e knokled knarre' w  knorned Ätone'
%e Äkwe' of %e|Äcowtes Äkayned hØ %o't
%�ne he houed &|wyth hylde his hors at %at tyde
& ofte cha�ged his cher %e chapel to|Äeche
he Äe' non Äuche � no|Äyde & Äelly|hym %o't
Äaue a|lyttel on|a|la�de a|lawe as hit we
a|bal' ber' bi|a|bonke %e brØme by Äyde
bi a|for' of a|flode %  ferked %are
%e borne blubred %er �ne as hit boyled hade
%e kny't kache' his caple & com to %e|lawe
li'te' do� luflyly & at a|lynde tache'
%e rayne & his riche with a ro'e bra�che
%�ne he bo'e' to %e ber'e aboute hit he walke'
debatande w  hØ Äelf quat hit be my't
hit hade a hole on %e ende & on ay%er Äyde
& ou¥ growen w  greÄÄe � glodes ay where
& al wat' hol' � w  no|bot an olde caue w  Äpelle
or a creuiÄÄe of an|olde cragge he cou%e hit no't deme
we lorde Ï %e gentyle kny't
whe%er %is be %e grene chapelle
here my't aboute myd ny't
%e dele his matÀnes telle
Now i wyÄÄe Ï wowayn wyÄty is here
%is oritore is vgly w  erbe' ou¥ growen
wel biÄeme' %e wy'e wruxled � grene
dele here his de#uocio� on %e deuele' wyÄe
now Æ|fele hit is %e fende & my fyue wytte'
%at hat' Ätoken me %is Äteuen to|Ätrye me here
%is is a|chapel of meÄchaunce %at chekke hit by tyde
hit is %e corÄedeÄt kyrk %at eu¥ Æ|com �|ne
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with he'e helme on|his hede his la�ce � his honde
he rome' vp to %e roffe of %e ro' wone'
%ene herde he of|%at hy'e hil � a harde roche
bi'onde %e broke � a|bonk a|wonder breme noyÄe
quat hit clat¥ed � %e clyff as hit cleue Ächulde
as one vpon a|gryndelÄton hade gro�den a|Äy%e
what #hit wharred & whette as wat¥ at a mulne
what #hit ruÄched & ronge raw%e to|here
%�ne bi godde Ï gawayn %at gere at Æ| trowe Bi rote
is ryched at %e reu¥ence me renk to mete
let god worche we loo
hit helppe' me not a mote
my lif %a' Æ|for goo
drede dot' me no|lote
Th�ne %e kny't con|calle ful hy'e
who Äti'tle' � %is Äted me Äteuen to holde
for now is gode gawayn go#ande ry't here
if any wy'e o't wyl wÀne hider|faÄt
o%¥ now o%¥ neu¥ his nede' to Äpede
abyde Ï on on %e bonke abouen ou¥ his hede
& %¢ Ächal haf al � haÄt %at Æ|%e hy't ones
)et he ruÄched on %at rurde rapely a %rowe
& wyth quettÀg|awharf er he wolde ly't
& Äy%en he keu¥e' bi|a|cragge & come' of a|hole
whyrlande out of a wro wyth a|felle weppen
a dene' ax nwe dy't %e dynt w  o 'elde
w  a|borelych bytte bende by %e halme
fyled � a|fylor fowre fote large
hit wat' no|laÄÄe bi|%at lace %at lemed ful|bry't
& %e gome � %e grene gered as fyrÄt
bo%e %e lyre & %e legge' lokke' & berde
Äaue %at fayre on|his fote he fo�de' on %e er%e
Äette %e Ätele to %e Ätone & Ätalked byÄyde
when he wan to %e watter %er he wade nolde
he hypped ou¥ on hys ax & orpedly Ätryde' on Änawe
bremly bro%e on|a|bent %at brode wat' a boute
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ì Gawayn %e kny't con mete
he ne lutte hØ no %Àg lowe
%at o%¥ Äayde now ì Äwete
of Äteuen mon may %e trowe
Gawayn Ï %at grene gome god %e mot loke
Æ wyÄÄe %¢ art welcon wy'e to|my place
& %¢ hat' tymed %i trauayl as t¢ee m� Ächulde
& %¢ knowe' %e couenaunte' keÄt v� by twene
at %is tyme twelmonyth %¢ toke %  %e falled
& Æ|Ächulde at %is nwe 'ere 'eply %e quyte
& we ar � %is valay v¥ayly oure one
here ar no renkes vs to rydde rele as v� like'
haf %y helme of %y hede & haf here %y pay
buÄk no more debate %� i %e bede %�ne
when %¢ wypped of my hede at a wap one
nay bi god Ï gawayn %  me goÄt lante
i Ächal gruch %e no grwe for grem %at falle' no whare
bot Äty'tel %e vpon on Ätrok & Æ|Ächal Ätonde Ätylle
& warp %e no wernÀg to|worch as %e lyke'
he lened w  %e nek & lutte
& Ächewed %at Ächyre al|bare
& lette as he no't dutte
for drede he wolde not dare

h�|%e gome � %e grene gray%ed hØ Äwy%e
gedere' vp hys grØme tole Gawayn to|Ämyte
w  alle %e bur � his body he ber hit on lofte

m�t as ma'tyly as marre hØ he wolde
hade hit dryuen ado� as dre' as he atled
%er hade ben ded of|his dynt %at do'ty wat' eu¥
bot Gawayn on|%at giÄerne glyfte hØ byÄyde
as hit com glydande ado� on glode hØ to|Ächende
& Ächranke a|lytel w  %e Ächulderes for %e Ächarp yrne
%at o%¥ Ächalk wyth a|Äch�t %e Ächene wyth halde'
& %�ne repreued he %e prynce w  mony prowde wor
%¢ art not gawayn Ï %e gome %  is Ä# ###d ha
%at neu¥ ar'ed for no here by|hylle ne be vale

ß
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& now %¢ fles for ferde er|%¢ fele harme'
Äuch cowardiÄe of %at kny't cow%e Æ|neu¥ here
naw%¥ fyked Æ|ne fla'e freke quen %¢ mynteÄt
ne keÄt no kauelaco� in kÀge' ho� Arthor
my hede fla' to|my fote & 'et fla' � neu¥
& %¢ er|any harme hent ar'e' � hert %¥ fore
wherfore %e better burne me burde be called
Ï #G: Æ|Äch�t one'
& Äo wyl Æ|no more
bot %a' my hede falle on|%e Ätone'
Æ con not hit reÄtore
Bot buÄk burne bi %i|fayth & brÀg me to %e poÀt
dele to me my deÄtine &|do hit out of|honde
for Æ|Ächal Ätonde %e a|Ätrok & Ätart no more
til %À ax haue me hitte haf here my traw%e
haf at %e %�ne Ï %  o%¥ & heue' hit alofte
& wayte' as wro%ely as he wode were
he mynte' at hØ ma'tyly bot not %e mon ryne'
with helde het¥ly hs honde er hit hurt my't
Gawayn gray%ely hit byde' & glent w  no membre
bot Ätode Ätylle as %e Äton o%¥ a|Ätubbe au%er
%at ra%eled is � roche gro�de w  rote' a|hundreth
%� muryly efte con he mele %e mon � %e grene
Äo now %¢ hat' %i|hert holle hitte me bihous
halde %e now %e hy'e hode %at ar%ur %e ra't
& kepe %y kanel at %is keÄt 'if hit keu¥ may
G: ful gryndelly w  greme %�ne Äayde
wy %reÄch on %¢ %ro mon %¢ %rete' to|longe
Æ hope %at %i|hert ar'e wyth %yn awen Äeluen
for Äo%e Ï %at o%¥ freke Äo|felly %¢ Äpeke' ri't nowe
i wyl no leng¥ on |yte lette %in ernde
%�ne tas he he hØ Ätry%e to Ätryke
##############bo%e lyppe & browe
#################%a' hØ myÄlyke

he lyftes ly'tly his lome & let hit do� fayre
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w  %e barbe of %e bitte bi|%e bare nek
%a' he homered het¥ly hurt|hØ no more
bot Änyrt hØ on %at on Äyde %at Äeu¥ed %e hyde
%e Ächarp Ächrank to %e fleÄche %ur' %e Ächyre grece
%at %e Ächene blod ou¥ his Ächulderes Ächot to %e er%e
& quen %e|burne Äe' %e blode blenk on %e Änawe
he Äprit forth Äp�ne fote more %� a|Äpere len%e
hent het¥ly his helme & on|his hed caÄt
Ächot w  his Ächuldere' his fayre Ächelde vnder
brayde' out a|bry't Äworde & bremely he Äpeke'
neu¥ Äyn %at he wat' burne borne of|his moder
wat' he neu¥ � %is worlde wy'e half Äo|bly%e
blÀne burne of %y bur bede me no mo
Æ|haf a Ätroke � %is Äted w  oute Ätryf hent & foo
& if %ow reche' me any mo Æ|redyly Ächal quyte
& 'elde 'ederly a'ayn & %¥ to 'e tryÄt
bot on Ätroke here me falle'
%e couena�t Ächop ry't Äo
fermed in Ar%ure' halle'
& %er fore hende now hoo
The ha%el held-t hØ fro & on|his ax reÄted
Äette %e Ächaft vpon Ächore & to %e Ächarp lened
& loked to %e leude %at on %e launde 'ede
how %at do'ty dredles deruely %er Ätonde'
armed ful|a'le' � hert hit hØ lyke'
%�n he mele' muryly wyth a|much Äteuen
& wyth a|rynkande rurde he to %e renk Äayde
bolde burne on %is bent be not Äo|gryndel
no|mon here vn man¥ly %e mys boden habbe'
ne kyd bot as couena�de at kÀge' kort Ächaped
Æ|hy't %e a|Ätrok & %¢ hit hat' halde %e wel payed
Æ relece %e of %e remna�t of ry'tes alle o%¥
uf i deliuer had bene a|boffet paraunt¥
Æ|cou%e wro%eloker haf waret to %e haf wro't ang¥
fyrÄt Æ|manÄed %e muryly w  a|mynt one
& roue %e wyth no rof#Äore w  ry't Æ|%e ¹fered
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for %e forwarde %at we feÄt � %e fyrÄt ny't
& %¢ tryÄtyly %e traw%e & trwly me halde'
al|%e gayne %ow me gef as god mon Ächulde
%at o%¥ m�t for|%e morne mon Æ|%e profered
%¢ kyÄÄedes my clere wyf %e coÄÄe' me ra'te' boute Äca%e 
for bo%e two here Æ|%e bede bot two bare myntes
trwe mon trwe reÄtore
%�ne %ar m� drede no|wa%e
at %e %rid %¢ fayled %ore
& %¥ for %at tappe ta%e
ffor hit is my wede %at %¢ were' %  ilke wouen girdel
myn owen wyf hit %e weued Æ|wot wel for|Äo%e
now know Æ|wel %y coÄÄes & %y coÄtes als
& %e wowÀg of my wyf Æ|wro't hit myÄeluen
Æ|Äende hir to aÄay %e & Äothly me %ynkke'
on %e fautleÄt freke %at eu¥ on fote 'ede
as perle bi|%e quite peÄe is of prys more
Äo is gawayn � god fayth bi|o%¥ gay kny'te'
bot here yow|lakked a|lyttel ì & lewte yow wonted
bot %at wat' for no wylyde werke ne wowÀg nau%¥
bot for 'e lufed yo� lyf %e|laÄÄe Æ yow blame
%at o%¥ Ätif mon � Ätudy Ätod a|gret whyle
Äo agreued for greme he gryed w  �ne
alle %e blode of his breÄt blende � his face
%at al he Ächrank for Ächome %at %e|Ächalk talked
%e forme worde vpon folde %at %e freke meled
corÄed worth cowarddyÄe & couetyÄe bo%e
� yow is vylany & vyÄe %at v¥tue diÄÄtrye'
%�ne he ka't to %e knot & %e keÄt lawÄe'
brayde bro%ely %e belt to %e burne Äeluen
lo %er %e falÄÄÀg foule mot hit falle
for care of %y knokke cowardyÄe me ta't
to acorde me w  couetyÄe my kynde to for Äake
%at is larges & lewte %at longe' to|kny'te'
now am Æ fawty & falce & ferde haf ben eu¥ & care
of trecherye & vn traw%e bo%e bityde Äor'e

Æ bi knowe yow kny't
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Æ bi knowe yow kny't here Ätylle
al fawty is my fare
lete' me ou¥ take yo� wylle
& efte Æ|Ächal be ware
Th�n lo'e %at o%¥ leude & luflyly Äayde
Æ halde hit hardilyly hole %e harme %at Æ hade
%¢ art confeÄÄed Äo clene be knowen of %y myÄÄes
& hat' %e pena�ce apert of %e poÀt of myn egge
Æ halde %e polyÄed of %at ply't & pured as clene
as %¢ hade' neu¥ forfeted Äy%� %¢ wat' fyrÄt borne
& Æ gif %e ì %e gurdel %at is golde h�med
for hit is grene as my goune ì G:: 'e maye
%enk vpon %is ilke %repe %¥ %¢ forth %rÀge'
am�g prynces of prys & %is a|pure token
of %e cha�ce of %e grene chapel at cheualro� kny'te'
& 'e Ächal � %is nwe 'er a'ayn|to|my wone' ful|bene
& waÄch|À reuel %e remna�t of %is ryche feÄt
%er la%ed hØ faÄt %e|lorde
& Äayde w  my wyf Æ|wene
we|Ächal yow wel acorde
%at wat' yo� enmy kene
Nay for Äo%e Ï %e Äegge & ÄeÄed hys helme
& hat' hit of hendely & %e ha%el %onkke'
Æ haf Äoiorned Äadly Äele yow bytyde
& he 'elde hit yow 'are %at 'arkke' al m�Äkes
& coma�de' me to %at cortays yo� comlych fere
bo%e %at on & %at o%¥ myn hono�ed ladye'
%at %� hor kny't wyth hor|keÄt han koÀtly bigyled
bot hit is no ferly %a' a|fole madde
& %ur' wyles of wØmen be wonen to|Äor'e
for Äo wat' adam � erde w |one bygyled
& Äalamon w  fele Äere & ÄamÄon eft Äone'
dalyda dalt hØ hys wyrde & dauyth %er aft¥
wat' blended w  barÄabe %at much bale %oled
now %eÄe were wrathed wyth her wyles h¤ were a|wÀne huge
to luf hom|wel & leue hem not a|leude %at cou%e
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for %es wer forne %e freeÄt %at fol'ed alle %e Äele %at muÄed
ex#ellently of alle %yÄe o%¥ vnder heuen ryche
& alle %ay were bi wyled
with wyth wØmen %at %ay vÄed
%a' Æ|be now bigyled
Me %ink me burde be excuÄed
Bot yo� gordel Ï G: god yow for 'elde
(at wyl Æ|welde wyth guod wylle not for %e wÀne golde
Ne %e Äaynt ne %e Äylk ne %e Äyde penda�des
for wele ne for worchyp ne for %e wlonk werkke'
bot �|ÄÀgne of my Äurfet Æ|Ächal Äe hit ofte
when Æ|ride � reno� remorde to myÄeluen
%e faut & %e fayntyÄe of %e fleÄche crabbed
how tender hit is to entyÄe teches of fyl%e
& %� quen pryde Ächal me pryk for prowes of armes
%e loke to %is luf#lace Ächal le%e my hert
bot on Æ|wolde yow pray diÄpleÄes yow neu¥
Äyn 'e be lorde of %e 'onder londe %¥ Æ|haf lent �ne
wyth yow wyth worÄchyp %e wy'e hit yow 'elde
%at vp|halde' %e heu� & on hy' Äitte'
how norne 'e yowre ry't nome & %�ne no more
%at Ächal i telle %e trwly Ï %  o%¥ %�ne
Bernlak de hautdeÄert Æ hat � %is londe
%ur' my't of morgne la|faye %at � my ho� lenges
& koyntyÄe of clergye bi craftes wel lerned
%e mayÄtres of m¥lyn mony ho taken
for ho hat' dalt drwry ful|dere Ä� tyme at hame
with %at conable klerk %at knowes alle yo� kny'te'
morgne %e goddes
%erfore hit is hir name
welde' non Äo hy'e hawteÄÄe
%at ho ne|con make ful|tame
ho wayned me vpon %is wyÄe to yo� wÀne halle
for|to aÄÄay %e Äurquidre 'if hit Äoth were
%at r�nes of %e grete reno� of %e ro�de table
ho wayned me %is wonder yo� wytte' to|reue
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for to haf greued gayno� & gart hir to dy'e
w  gopnÀg of %at ilke gomen %at goÄtlych Äpeked
w  his hede � his honde bifore %e hy'e table
%at is ho|%at is at home %e a�cian lady
ho is euen %yn a�t ar%ure' half ÄuÄter
%e duches do'ter of tyntagelle %at dere vt¥ aft¥
hade ar%ur vpon %at a%el is now%e
%erfore Æ|e%e %e ha%el to com to %y na�t
Make myry � my ho� my meny %e|louies
& Æ|wol %e as wel wy'e bi my faythe
as any gome vnder god for %y grete trau%e
& he nikked hØ naye he nolde bi no|wayes
%ay acolen & kyÄÄen ay%er o%¥ on|coolde
to %e prynce of paradiÄe & parten ry't %ere
Gawayn on|blonk ful|bene
to %e kÀge' bur' buÄke' bolde
& %e kny't � %e enker grene
whiderwarde Äo|eu¥ he wolde
wylde waye' � %e worlde wowen now ryde'
on gryngolet %at %e g£ce hade geten of his lyue
ofte he herbered � houÄe & ofte al|%eroute
& mony a|venture � vale & venquyÄt ofte
%at Æ ne ty't at %is tyme � tale to remene
%e hurt wat' hole %at he hade hent � his nek
& %e blykkande belt he bere %eraboute
abelef as a bauderyk bo�den bi|his Äyde
loken vnder his lyfte arme %e lace w  a|knot
� tokenÀg he wat' tane � tech of|a faute
& %� he c�mes to %e co�t kny't al � Äo�de
%er wakned wele � %at wone when wyÄt %e grete
%at gode G:: wat' c�men gayn hit hym %o't
%e kÀg kyÄÄe' %e kny't & %e whene alce
& Äy%en mony Äyker kny't %at Äo't hØ to haylce
of his fare %at hØ frayned & ferlyly he telles
bi|knowe' alle %e coÄtes of care %at he hade
%e cha�ce of %e chapel %e chere of %e kny't
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%e luf of %e ladi %e|lace at %e laÄt
%e nirt � %e nek he naked hem Ächewed for|blame
%at he la't for|his vnleute at %e leudes hondes
he tened quen he Ächulde telle
he groned for gref & grame
%e blod � his face con melle
when he hit Ächulde Ächewe for|Ächame
lo lorde Ï %e leude & %e lace hondeled
%is is %e bende of %is blame Æ bere my nek
%is is %e la%e & %e loÄÄe %at Æ la't haue
of couardiÄe & couetyÄe %at Æ|haf ca't %are
%is is %e token of vn traw%e %at Æ|am tan �ne
& Æ|mot nede' hit were wyle iÆmay laÄt
for non may hyden his harme bot vnhap ne may hit
for %¥ hit one' is tachched twÀne wil|hit neu¥
%e kÀg comforte' %e kny't & alle %e co�t als
la'en loude %¥at & luflyly acorden
%at lordes & ladis %  longed to %e table
vche burne of#%e bro%¥#hede abauderyk Ächulde haue
a|bende abelef hØ a|boute of a|bry't grene
& %at for Äake of %at Äegge � Äwete to |were
for %at wat' acorded %e reno� of %e ro�de table
& he hono�ed %at hit hade eu¥ more aft¥
as hit is breued � %e beÄt boke of roma�ce
%� � arthur� day %is a�t¥ bitidde
%e brut� boke+ %¥ of beres wytteneÄÄe
Äy%� brut� %e bolde burne bo'ed hiderfyrÄt Æ|wyÄÄe
aft¥ %e Äegge & %e aÄaute wat' ÄeÄed at troye
mony a�t¥e' here bi|forne
haf fallen Äuche er %is
now %at bere %e cro� of %orne
he bryng v� to his blyÄÄe Amen
Hony Äoit Qi mal pence


