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Focus on filmmaking

RAFAEL BRUSILOW
for Metro Canada

For people who realize
that sometimes the best
stories are found in real
life, the new Documentary
and Filmmaking Summer
Institute at Seneca
College’s School of
Communications Arts
might be just the thing to
awaken their inner
documentarian.

The new 14-week Docu-
mentary and Filmmaking
Summer Institute at
Seneca College offers fledg-
ling filmmakers a chance
to learn filmmaking skills
and tricks directly from
the pros, using profession-
al equipment.

Program director Sunny
Yi says it is meant to be
completely hands-on from
the start. Students will learn
every aspect of the produc-

tion, business and creative
sides of the industry.

“The whole institute is
designed to simulate the
industry out there,” Yi said.
“There’s no homework,
there are no textbooks,
just the visual exercises
that give you the experi-
ence and practice in docu-
mentary filmmaking.”

Yi, herself a celebrated
veteran documentary film-
maker famous for being
the first Western journalist
allowed to report from in-
side North Korea, says stu-
dents can expect to gain
not only skill with the
tools of filmmaking but al-
so a greater understanding
of the art of storytelling.

“It doesn’t matter how
fancy a camera you have, if
you can’t tell a story with a
beginning, middle and end,
it stops there. It’s all about
the storytelling,” Yi said.

All camera and editing

equipment will be provid-
ed by Seneca and instruc-
tors will be pulled directly
from the industry to drop
by and teach, such as Jen-
nifer Baichwal, director of
the documentary Act of
God, which just screened
at the Hot Docs festival.

Yi says the goal of the
program is to grant stu-
dents practical, job-ready
skills in the field of docu-
mentary filmmaking.

“We want to make sure
students have what it takes
to go out and get that
work,” Yi said.

“I'd like to use documen-
taries as a tool to be on the
leading edge of my indus-
try,” said Jennifer Holmes,
32, who is studying disas-
ter emergency manage-
ment at York University.
She says she wants to learn
to make documentaries
over the summer as tools
for educating people about
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Seneca College can awake students’ inner documentarians.

emergency responses dur-
ing a disaster.

For 48-year-old James
Wood, the program is a
chance to finally take a
whole-hearted crack at
something he has always
loved. Wood worked in the
television industry for 25
years in a variety of roles
but never got the chance
to make his own documen-
taries.

“I'm taking this opportu-
nity to learn documen-
taries, which I love,” Wood
said.

“I kind of think I'll have
to erase a lot of stuff that I
know, but I think I'm not
too old to learn a few new
tricks.”

Yi is still accepting appli-
cants until May 15; the 14-
week program begins on
June 1.
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York U sets
its sights on
neuroscience

BRIAN COULTON
for Metro Canada

Medicine has long been the
brand upon the brain in
the field of neuroscience.
But a new diploma
program at Toronto’s York
University aims to change
that.

“People are realizing
(neuroscience) impacts a lot
of other areas of society be-
sides medicine. It does have
other impacts,” said Doug
Crawford, co-ordinator of
York’s two-year intensive
Neuroscience Diploma Pro-
gram.

“(In) education, for exam-
ple, neuroscience is telling
us a lot about how the
brain learns. (In) computer
science, the brain is a fan-
tastic computer and there’s
alot for us to learn about
applying that knowledge to
making more sophisticated
learning machines.”

The diploma program ad-
mits applicants who have
already been accepted into
a master’s or PhD program
in psychology, kinesiology
and health sciences or biol-
ogy. To gain entry, prospec-
tive students must submit
their transcript, resumé
and a one-page written
summary of interest, as
well as find a York faculty
supervisor willing to over-
see their research.

“We want to make sure
their research is in line
with our program — that it
is neuroscience-related,”
said Crawford. “Clinically,
it could be anything from
autism to Alzheimer’s, and
in terms of basic research,
it could be anything from
vision to what’s going on
inside cells in the brain.”

Matching the wide
research base is the variety
of working world opportu-
nities student David
Cappadocia said exist after
graduation. “There are peo-
ple in the program that
want to get into forensics
research for the RCMP,
there’s someone like
myself who’s looking more
at a professorial research-
type career, and there are
some people that want to
go to medical school.”

The 22-year-old program
rookie said the diploma
will give him a more broad
neuroscience background,
allowing him to apply for
more jobs in academia be-
cause he’ll be qualified to
teach more courses. “One
thing that happens in
science in general is you
get really specialized in one
little niche related to your
research. A program like
this really helps add
breadth to your knowledge
base, which can help you
down the road.”



