To develop an empirical understanding of the
pursuit of social and economic policy objectives
through taxation.

Taxation is a foundation of civil society. It can
raise revenue to fund social programs to ease
poverty. It can redistribute income to reduce

income inequality. What policy lessons can be

learnt from the use of tax law in pursuit of
policy objectives?

In Canada, many social policy objectives are
pursued through tax expenditures -- indirect
public spending delivered the tax system — in the
form of non-refundable tax credits that
disproportionally benefit high-income earners.
What if the tax credits were refundable?
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In Canada, amidst the retrenchment of the
welfare state in recent decades the governments
have resorted to indirect spending through tax
expenditures instead of direct spending in pursuit
of social policy objectives. What can be learnt
from that?

How has globalization affected reliance of
different types of taxes in high-income OECD
countries?

Among high-income OECD countries, higher-tax
countries such as the Nordic countries appear to
achieve better social policy outcomes than
lower-tax countries such as the Anglo-American
countries. What is the latest evidence?

Tax treaties are supposed to exist to prevent

double taxation. In return for fuel for economic

growth including foreign direct investment and

trade, a developing country may be asked to cede

their taxing rights to developed country. What is
the empirical perspective?

Many people want to receive benefits funded by
taxes but do not want to pay taxes. What can be
learnt from the paradox?
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