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Antics was conceived as one of three compositions for different ensembles.  I don’t know whether I will get around to writing the third, but I mention all three because my sketches for the others are also used in this piece. Phases of Courtship I: Antics is an homage to adolescence.  Much of it concerns attention getting, including pauses where you glance over your shoulder to see whether someone (in particular) is watching. Phases of Courtship II—Under the Spell of Decorum, (viola and piano) like a pretty dinner date, has to do with disarming ones personal territory. The fifth part of Antics is based on it.  Phase III—Serious Conversation, (clarinet and string quartet) which is used in the seventh part of Antics, would be about creating and sharing rhythm (watch peoples’ nose bobs when they converse intensely).  The musical argument is that courtship, however strategic, is not simply a sublimation of something else, but has its own tones and genes.   

Antics is about 15 minutes long.  The harmonic substance will soon prove threadbare.  (About 93% must be the same seven harmonies, over and over!)  The composition is a collage of gestures which, usually, go nowhere. It is made for the most part from seven different chords plus a few injudicious quotations.   There is little logic to the music and no story, but the beginning is a bit like a table of contents and the very end, where one of those indefatigable chords is finally moved to another key, might perhaps suggest a dénouement.  D.L.
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Phases of Courtship II:  Under the Spell of Decorum, is prettier than Antics and contemplates the disarming of personal space—a first date.  Perhaps it’s a bit nervous at the beginning.  There’s polite talk that gradually relaxes and some dancing, first slow, then quick.

