AS/GEOG  4395  3.0W
(Pre-requisite: 84 credits completed)

Asia-Pacific Development: Geographical Perspectives

Winter 2006
Classes:

Thursdays 10.30-1.30

Accolade West Building, ACW 303
(and ACW 205 for tutorials)
Course Director:

Professor Philip Kelly

pfkelly@yorku.ca
Office Hours: 3.00-4.00pm, Wednesdays, Ross N423 

Teaching Assistant:

Esther Rootham

erootham@yorku.ca
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2.00-3.00pm, Ross N428
Course Summary 

This course examines the transformation of societies and environments in the Asia-Pacific region from a geographical perspective.  This means that we will be sensitive to:
· the ‘production’ of space, 
· the flows and patterns of social processes across space, 
· the interactions between society and nature

· the reworking of places as unique intersections of historical and geographical processes

In the first section, we examine the ways in which Asia has been intellectually constructed as a ‘knowable’ space and the ways in which spaces in Asia are being represented as economic entities.  In the second section we turn to examine some of the regional and global flows that intersect in the Asia-Pacific region, including flows of people, commodities and capital.  The third section focuses on the politics of the environment, with particular attention to water and forest politics in mainland Southeast Asia.  The fourth and final section examines how places are being reworked under processes of social transformation and are being used in new ways – urban places, industrial places, and rural places.
By the end of the course you should have a good sense of how geographers approach issues of contemporary change, using concepts of space, place, scale and social nature. You should also have a grounded understanding of transformations underway in Asia-Pacific societies.
The specific topics to be covered are as follows:

Part 1 – Constructing Asian Spaces

· Geographical Imaginaries of the Asia-Pacific Region
· Singapore – a City Building a Region
Part 2 – Asia-Pacific Flows

· Indonesia: Migration in the Name of Development

· The Philippines and the Filipino Diaspora

· Japan in the Global Agro-Commodity System 

· China and Global Capital Flows

Part 3 – Environmental Politics

· Scale and Environmental Politics on the Mekong

· Forest Politics in Thailand
Part 4 – Reconstructing Asian Places

· New Industrial Places in South China
· Malaysian Modernities and the Reworking of Urban Places
· Laos and New Rural Places in Southeast Asia

Class Format 

The format of the classes is a little confusing, but there is method to the madness.  Each week, we start the class with two separate tutorial groups, one led by Philip Kelly, and one by Esther Rootham (we will alternate groups each week).  In the second half of the class we will all come together in one room for a lecture component, the purpose of which is to introduce the topic for the following week.  The reason for doing this is to provide a basic introduction to the issues and countries we will be ‘visiting’ before you tackle the readings. Hopefully this will make the readings more meaningful.
All readings listed on this outline are required. This means you will be expected to have read them carefully before the tutorial discussion in which they are being addressed.
Evaluation and Assignments

Reaction Papers  (25%)

The course revolves around detailed discussions of themes raised in the weekly readings. For 5 of the topics that we will cover, you must write a ‘reaction paper’ on the assigned material.  The paper should not exceed one side, and it should be typed.  It should not be a summary of the articles, but should instead provide either a critical response to them, or a comparison of their differing perspectives.  You will be responsible for completing 5 such papers during the term, and each will be given a mark out of 5%.  You may complete more than 5 papers if you wish, and your five best marks will then be used.  You are also free to complete Reaction Papers for topics on which you will also be a discussion leader. 
The purpose of these short papers is to:

· highlight the importance of completing the weekly reading assignments
· encourage critical reflection on reading materials

· foster your ability to articulate your arguments in writing as well as verbally

The reaction papers must be submitted at the end of the tutorial discussion to which they relate. Late submissions will not be accepted.
Discussion Leaders (10%)

For each tutorial meeting, a team of 4 discussants will be appointed.  This will be done during the first meeting of the class. Your team’s role is to make a presentation to the class, covering the following:

· the key issues highlighted in the week’s readings

· the similarities or differences in the arguments made by different authors

· the key question for discussion that arise from the readings. 

You should individually study the readings and then meet up early in the week of your presentation.  You may also meet up with Philip Kelly or Esther Rootham during their office hours on the Tuesday or Wednesday before the class.  The discussion team will be allocated a mark out of 5. All team members will share the same mark.  Everyone will do this twice over the course of the semester.  

Participation/Attendance (10%)

You are expected to attend the class, to stay for the full duration, and to participate fully.  If you satisfy these requirements you can expect to be awarded all 10 marks.  One will be subtracted for each absence (unless authorized for medical or compassionate reasons). A sign-up sheet will be circulated at each tutorial discussion.
Proposal (5%)

Your written assignment for the term will start with a proposal of approximately 2-300 words in which you outline the geographical topic that you intend to write about. You should specify both the theme/issue that you will explore, and the country or region on which you will focus.  Explain why you have chosen that topic, list some of the readings you plan to use, and provide a section outline for your paper.  
Due date: In Class, February 2nd, 2006.

Late Penalty: 0.5% per day
Annotated Bibliography (10%)

After the proposal is completed and accepted, you will work on an annotated bibliography.  This will involve some library research to identify books and periodical articles that are key contributions to the relevant literature on both the theme and the country that you are researching. The quality of the sources that you use will have a significant impact on the essay you produce, so you should use a good electronic database such as 'Web of Science'.

In order to complete the annotated bibliography, you should choose 5-6 articles or book chapters that you judge to be key sources.  For each one, you should write a short summary of approximately 100 words.

Due Date:  In Class, February 23rd, 2006.

Late Penalty: 1% per day
Essay Assignment (40%)

The culmination of your written work will be the final paper, of up to 3500 words (approximately 15-20 pages) in length.   Your paper should do more than simply summarize the readings you have found ( - that was the purpose of the annotated bibliography). Instead, your paper should employ material critically in order to construct a coherent argument of your own.  Where possible, you should find primary data to substantiate your points. Your paper should be very carefully edited and should represent your best and most polished work.  References should be cited throughout using a consistent style and all cited work should appear in a bibliography. When you submit your paper, you should also attach the marked copies of your annotated bibliography and proposal.   

Be very careful to avoid any hint of plagiarism: the words and ideas of others must always be explicitly acknowledged as such. 

Due date: In Class, March 16th, 2006 

Late Penalty: 2% per day
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

All readings are required.  Most are available free of charge for downloading/printing as e-resources from the York library website.  All readings will also be placed on reserve in the Geography Teaching Resource Centre (South 405 Ross).

	1
	5th Jan
	Course Introduction
Topic Introduction: Geographical Imaginaries of the Asia-Pacific Region


	2
	12th Jan 
	Tutorial Discussion: 

Korhonen, P. (1997) Monopolizing Asia: the politics of a metaphor. The Pacific Review, 10 (3), 347-65.  ON RESERVE 

Van Schendel W. (2002) Geographies of knowing, geographies of ignorance: jumping scale in Southeast Asia. ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING D-SOCIETY & SPACE, 20 (6): 647-668.  EJOURNAL
Palat R.A  (2002) Is India part of Asia? ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING D-SOCIETY & SPACE 20 (6): 669-691.  EJOURNAL


	
	
	Lecture:  Singapore – A City Building a Region


	3
	19th
Jan
	Tutorial Discussion: 
Ho, K.C., So, A. (1997) Semi-periphery and borderland integration: Singapore and Hong Kong experiences.  POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY 16 (3): 241-259. EJOURNAL
Sparke M, Sidaway JD, Bunnell T, Grundy-Warr C (2004) Triangulating the borderless world: geographies of power in the Indonesia-Malaysia-Singapore growth Triangle  TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTITUTE OF BRITISH GEOGRAPHERS 29 (4): 485-498. EJOURNAL
Grundy-Warr C, Peachey K, Perry M (1999) Fragmented integration in the Singapore-Indonesian border zone: Southeast Asia's 'growth triangle' against the global economy. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF URBAN AND REGIONAL RESEARCH 23 (2): 304-28. EJOURNAL



	
	
	Lecture:  Indonesia: Migration in the Name of Development


	4
	26th Jan
	Tutorial Discussion: 
Silvey, R.M. (2000) Diasporic subjects: Gender and mobility in South Sulawesi. WOMENS STUDIES INTERNATIONAL FORUM 23 (4): 501-515.  EJOURNAL
Elmhirst, R. (2002) Daughters and displacement: Migration dynamics in an Indonesian transmigration area.  JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 38 (5): 143-66.  EJOURNAL
Elmhirst, R. (2000) A Javanese diaspora? Gender and identity politics in Indonesia's transmigration resettlement program. WOMENS STUDIES INTERNATIONAL FORUM 23 (4): 487-500. EJOURNAL


	
	
	Lecture: The Philippines and the Filipino Diaspora



	5
	2nd
Feb


	Tutorial Discussion:                                                        
Pratt, G. (1999) From registered nurse to registered nanny: Discursive geographics of Filipina domestic workers in Vancouver, BC. ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 75 (3): 215-236.  EJOURNAL
Gibson, K., Law, L. and McKay,D. (2001) ‘Beyond Heroes and Victims: Filipina Contract Migrants, Economic Activism and Class Transformations’, International Feminist Journal of Politics 3(3):365-386. EJOURNAL
Pratt, G. in collaboration with The Philippine Women Centre of Vancouver (2003) From Migrant to Immigrant: Domestic Workers Settle in Vancouver, Canada RIIM Working Paper 03-18.  ONLINE at:

http://riim.metropolis.net/Virtual%20Library/2003/wp03-18.pdf
Note: Proposal Due

	
	
	Lecture: Japan in the Global Agro-Commodity System


	6
	9th Feb
	Tutorial Discussion: 
McMichael, P. (2000) A global interpretation of the rise of the East Asian food import complex. WORLD DEVELOPMENT 28 (3): 409-424.  EJOURNAL
Jussaume, R.A. (1998) Globalization, agriculture, and rural social change in Japan. ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING A 30 (3): 401-413.  ON RESERVE 

McDonald, M.G. (2000) Food Firms and Food Flows in Japan 1945–98 [image: image1.wmf]

Food Firms and F

 World Development, 28 (3): 487-512  EJOURNAL


	
	
	Lecture:  China and Global Capital Flows



	READING WEEK

	7
	23rd Feb
	Tutorial Discussion:                                 
Qiu Y (2005) Personal networks, institutional involvement, and foreign direct investment flows into China's interior.  ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 81 (3): 261-281. EJOURNAL
Yeung HWC (2000) Local politics and foreign ventures in China's transitional economy: the political economy of Singaporean investments in China.  POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY 19 (7): 809-840. EJOURNAL
Hsing Y (1996) Blood, thicker than water: Interpersonal relations and Taiwanese investment in southern China. ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING A 28 (12): 2241-2261. ON RESERVE.

Note: Annotated Bibliography Due

	
	
	Lecture:  Scale and Environmental Politics on the Mekong



	8
	2nd Mar
	Tutorial Discussion: 
Hirsch P (2001) Globalisation, regionalisation and local voices: The Asian Development Bank and rescaled politics of environment in the Mekong region.  SINGAPORE JOURNAL OF TROPICAL GEOGRAPHY 22 (3): 237-251.  EJOURNAL
Bakker K (1999) The politics of hydropower: developing the Mekong. POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY 18 (2): 209-232.  EJOURNAL.

Sneddon C (2003) Reconfiguring scale and power: the Khong-Chi-Mun project in northeast Thailand. ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING A 35 (12): 2229-50. EJOURNAL 



	
	
	Lecture:  Forest Politics in Thailand


	9
	9th Mar
	Lecture/Discussion
Vandergeest, P. (2003) Racialization and citizenship in Thai forest politics.  SOCIETY & NATURAL RESOURCES 16 (1): 19-37. EJOURNAL 
Peluso N., Vandergeest, P. (2001) Genealogies of the political forest and customary rights in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand  JOURNAL OF ASIAN STUDIES 60 (3): 761-812.  EJOURNAL
Roth, R. (2004) On the colonial margins and in the global hotspot: Park–people conflicts in highland Thailand.  Asia Pacific Viewpoint  45 (1). EJOURNAL


	
	
	Video: New Industrial Spaces – South China – Moving a Mountain


	10
	16th Mar
	Tutorial Discussion: 
Eng,  I. (1997) The rise of manufacturing towns: Externally driven industrialization and urban development in the Pearl River Delta of China.  INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF URBAN AND REGIONAL RESEARCH 21 (4): 554-68.  EJOURNAL.

Wright, M. (2003) Factory daughters and Chinese modernity: a case from Dongguan. GEOFORUM 34 (3): 291-301. EJOURNAL.

Fan, C.C. (2004) The state, the migrant labor regime, and maiden workers in China. POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY 23 (3): 283-305. EJOURNAL
Note: Term Paper Due

	
	
	Lecture:  Malaysian Modernities and the Reworking of Urban Spaces



	11
	23nd Mar
	Tutorial Discussion: 
Bunnell, T., Barter, P.A., Morshidi, S.(2002) Kuala Lumpur metropolitan area - A globalizing city-region. CITIES 19 (5): 357-370. EJOURNAL
Bunnell, T. (1999) Views from above and below: The Petronas twin towers and in contesting visions of development in contemporary Malaysia.  SINGAPORE JOURNAL OF TROPICAL GEOGRAPHY 20 (1): 1-23. EJOURNAL
Bunnell, T. (2002) Cities for nations? Examining the city-nation-state relation in information age Malaysia.  INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF URBAN AND REGIONAL RESEARCH 26 (2): 284-98.  EJOURNAL


	
	
	Lecture:  Laos and New Rural Places in Southeast Asia



	12
	30th Mar
	Tutorial Discussion: 
Rigg, J. (1994) Redefining the Village and Rural Life – Lessons from Southeast Asia.  GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL 160: 123-135.  EJOURNAL

Rigg, J. (1998) Rural-urban interactions, agriculture and wealth: a southeast Asian perspective. PROGRESS IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 22 (4): 497-522. EJOURNAL
Bouahom, B., Douangsavanh, L., Rigg, J. (2004) Building sustainable livelihoods in Laos: untangling farm from non-farm, progress from distress.  GEOFORUM 35 (5): 607-619. EJOURNAL


	
	
	Lunch: The Gastronomics of Asia!
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