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GEOGRAPHY 453

ASIA

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE


The course provides a geographical analysis of the interrelationships among physical, cultural, economic, and political factors in Asia (East, Southeast, and South Asia).

I.
GOALS AND COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course you will:

Have an understanding of the major physical and human features of East, Southeast, and South Asia and how the diversity of its physical environments in terms of relief and drainage patterns, climates and vegetation, affects the continent's development.

Appreciate the historical importance of Asia and the diversity of its peoples and cultures.

Understand the impact of colonialism, the contemporary political map, and current areas of tension and boundary disputes.

Be able to explain the present population distribution, the problems caused by rapid population growth, and the patterns of urbanization.

Become aware of the problems of the gap between rich and poor and the challenges of development and investigate possible solutions.

II.
TEXTS: Required


Weightman, Barbara, Dragons and Tigers: a Geography of South, East, and Southeast Asia.  New York: John Wiley and Sons, Second Edition, 2006.


Coursepack of maps, etc. available in the ODU Bookstore.

Recommended (on reserve in the library)

Chapman, Graham P. and Kathleen M. Baker (eds.). The Changing Geography of Asia. London and New York: Routledge, 1992.

Leinbach, Thomas R. and Richard Ulack (eds.). Southeast Asia: Diversity and Development. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 2000.

Also recommended are a good, up-to-date atlas such as Goode's World Atlas, 21st edition, 2005, published by Rand McNally and Company, and the 2006 World Population Data Sheet, published by the Population Reference Bureau (available at www.prb.org)
Country Studies for many Asian countries. Area Handbook series (on the first floor of the library in Government Documents).  The following Country Study books are available:

Bangladesh



Laos

Burma




Malaysia

Cambodia



Mongolia

China




Nepal and Bhutan

India




Philippines

Indonesia



Singapore

Japan




Sri Lanka

North Korea



Thailand

South Korea



Vietnam

Check for others on the Internet: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/

Recommended Books in the Library

Blunden, Caroline and Mark Elvin.  Cultural Atlas of China. New York:  Fact on File, Inc., 1983.

*Cressey, George B. Asia's Lands and Peoples. New York: McGraw Hill, 1963 (use for historical perspective only!). 

*Drakakis-Smith, David. Pacific Asia. London and New York: Routledge, 1992.

*Drake, Christine. National Integration in Indonesia: Patterns and Policies. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1989.

Europa. Far East and Australasia, 2007. 38th edition. London: Europa, 2006 (in reference section of library: DS1.F3 2006).

*Farmer, B.H. An Introduction to South Asia. Second edition. London and New York: Routledge, 1993.

*Ginsburg, Norton, ed.  The Pattern of Asia.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, 1958 (use for historical background/comparative purposes only).

Heinz, Carolyn B. Asian Cultural Traditions. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, Inc., 1999.

*Leeming, Frank. The Changing Geography of China. Oxford: Blackwell, 1993.

*Rigg, Jonathan. Southeast Asia: a region in transition. London: Unwin Hyman, 1991.

_____________. Southeast Asia: the human landscape of modernization and development. London and New York: Routledge, 1997.

Songqiao, Zhao. Geography of China:  Environment, Resources, Population and Development. New York: Wiley, 1994.

*Spencer, J.E. and William L. Thomas. Asia, East by South: a Cultural Geography. New York: Wiley, 1971 (use for historical background and comparative purposes only).

Ulack, Richard and Gynia Parier. Atlas of Southeast Asia. New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1989 (in reference section of the library).  


United Nations Development Programme. Human Development Report 2006. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006 (in reference section of  library: JX1977.A1H85).

World Bank. World Development Report, 2006. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006 (in reference section of library).


* placed on reserve in the library.

Helpful journals and other sources include:
Annals, Association of American Geographers

Asian Affairs

Asian Survey

Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies

Ceres (FAO Review)




China Quarterly

Current History

Economic Geography

The Economist

Far East Economic Review

Foreign Affairs

Foreign Broadcast Information Service Reports

Geographical Journal

Geographical

Geographical Notes

Geographical Review

Geographical Review of India

Geography

Indian Economic Journal

Journal of Asian & African Studies

Journal of Development Areas

Journal of Geography

Political Geography

Population Bulletin

Progress in Human Geography

Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography

Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie

Transactions, Institute of British Geographers


It is essential to read a good newspaper daily such as The Christian Science Monitor, The New York Times, or The Washington Post.  Another good source of current information is The Economist. Student subscriptions to the Monitor can be arranged through the instructor. Alternatively, you can access both The Christian Science Monitor and The New York Times on the Internet. Plan to clip and save articles, and bring them to class to share. Try to find an article each week that is relevant to the topic under discussion.

Web Sites
There are many websites providing information about different regions, countries, and topics in Asia. Check to see what you can find. Some of them are:

 GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ http://www.odu/al/asia/links_useful.html
http://sun.sino.uni‑heidelberg.de/igcs/

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ http://www.lib.uci.edu/rrsc/sasian.html
http.//www.asean.org

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/
 GOTOBUTTON BM_4_ http://www.fao.org
http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com

III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Map Quizzes

You are expected to know basic geographical facts about Asia, such as the location of major mountains, rivers, islands and seas, countries and cities. Two map quizzes will be given to be sure that you have mastered this fundamental geographical information.


Book Review

Read a novel by an Asian author and write a 2-3 page book review. What have you been able to learn about the geographical environment about which the book was written? Suggestions of Asian authors include Anita Desai (e.g. Clear Light of Day); Dominique Lapierre (The City of Joy), Kamala Markandaya (Nectar in a Sieve), Arundhati Roy (The God of Small Things), Pramoedya Ananta Toer (The Fugitive, House of Glass, Child of All Nations), Khushwant Singh (Train to Pakistan). Due February 13. 


Mid-term examination to include basic geographical information, and all materials presented thus far in the readings, lectures, and videos (February 20).

Term Paper

A 10 - 12 page term paper examining and comparing contemporary geographical challenges in two countries (from 2 different regions of Asia). Your paper must be clearly referenced (using footnotes or endnotes) and illustrated with maps as appropriate. Papers must be typed on the computer (12-point Times Roman font), double-spaced, with one-inch margins, 10 - 12 pages in length, plus maps and bibliography. Discuss your proposed topic with Dr. Drake before February 27. The topic, thesis statement, paper outline, and preliminary bibliography are due at the latest by March  13. Papers are due on April 26 (4:20 p.m.). Late papers will be penalized. Proof your work carefully for typographical, spelling, and grammatical errors.


Final examination (Tuesday, May 1), covering all the materials presented in class and in the assigned readings.


Extra Credit

Visit the Chrysler Museum to see the Asian art exhibits and write a one-to-two page summary of what you have learned: how the art reflects the geography, values, and ways of life of societies in various parts of Asia (3 points). This must be turned in before the end of classes.

IV.
COURSE EVALUATION

Quizzes




10%


Book review




10%


Mid-term examination


25%


Paper





25%


Final Examination



25% 


Participation




  5%

          100%





Extra Credit

  3%


Grading Scale

Grades are not "curved." You will not be in competition with each other for your grade in this course, so theoretically everyone in the course could get an "A". Grades are assigned as follows:

90 - 100
=
A

80 -  90
=
B

70 -  80
=
C

60 -  70
=
D

below 60
=
F

Pluses and minuses will be used at the discretion of the professor. 


Students are responsible for all materials presented in class and in the assigned readings. Class attendance is therefore very important. Any student who misses more than two class periods will have his/her grade lowered.


Make-up tests will be given only in exceptional circumstances (e.g. on presentation of a doctor's certificate in the case of illness).  Please let Dr. Drake know before a test if an unavoidable problem occurs.  Penalties will be incurred for late assignments (part of a letter grade for each two days late).


You are reminded that you have signed a pledge supporting your responsibility to abide by the Honor Code: "I pledge to support the Honor System of Old Dominion University. I will refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. I am aware that as a member of the academic community it is my responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the Honor System. I will report to an Honor Council hearing if summoned." The university's definition of plagiarism is: "if a student reproduces someone else's work without acknowledging the source, leaving the organization, content, or phraseology intact."


Students are required to indicate on every exam or assignment turned in for a grade that they have adhered to the university honor code by signing their names after an abbreviated pledge statement.


Students with disabilities should let Dr. Drake know at the beginning of the semester if special situations need to be accommodated.


Please try not to arrive late for class or leave class early. Please do not go in or out of class during the class period. It is very distracting both to the professor and to other students when people arrive late or leave early. If you have to yawn, please cover your mouth as a matter of basic courtesy. All beepers and cellular phones must be turned to silent mode during the class period. Thank you!

This syllabus is a contract between the professor and students regarding course requirements, expectations, and assessment, which establishes my obligations to you in teaching this class. This contract also includes your obligation to evaluate the course at the end of the semester. Student evaluations provide important feedback for me and they are essential for measuring teaching effectiveness in the profession. Chairs and Deans see course evaluations every year in reviewing faculty performance, and committees at all levels of the University rely on the evaluations in making decisions. We take your input very seriously. A high rate of student response is necessary for a meaningful assessment of teaching effectiveness. Therefore, in taking this course you commit yourself to filling out the on-line course evaluation when prompted to do so toward the end of the semester. 


V.
OFFICE HOURS
Office: Arts and Letters (BAL), Room 7022
Office Hours: T 3 - 4:00 p.m.; W 2 - 4 p.m., R 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. and by appointment.

Phone: 683-3849


E-mail: Cdrake@odu.edu

VI.
COURSE OUTLINE
Week
  Date



Topic




    Readings
1
Jan 9

Introduction to the course. The concept

Weightman (W) 1
of Asia and the major influences affecting Asia.
     (pp.1-5)
Ten Years of Extraordinary Change in Indonesia .

2. Jan 16

Religious and Historical forces.


W 1 (pp.6-22)






Political Geography of Asia.




3.
Jan 23

First quiz: cultural and political characteristics



Physical environments:




W 2

a) major topographical features.

4.
Jan 30

b)
climates of Asia and their impact 


W 2



 
on vegetation and types of livelihoods.



5
Feb 6

Second quiz: physical characteristics.




Population, agriculture, and social disparities

W 3

6. Feb 13

Development, urbanization, and quality of life

W 4




Review.  Book review due. 

7. Feb 20

Mid-term examination.

8. Feb 27

South Asia: dilemmas of diversity.



W 5




India: giant of the subcontinent.



W 7

9.
Mar 6

Spring Break
10.
Mar 13

Pakistan and the Himalayan States



W 6 & 8




Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.




Paper topic, thesis statement, paper outline,



and preliminary bibliography due.

11.
Mar 20

East Asia: Focus on China.




W 9 & 10

12.
Mar 27

East Asia’s Tigers: Japan, Korea, and Taiwan.

W 11 &12
13.
Apr 3

Southeast Asia: Contrasts between the mainland

W  13 &14



and the islands. Mainland SE
Asia.



L 2

14.
Apr 10

Insular Southeast Asia.




W 15
15.
Apr 17

Term paper due (Apr 16)
16.
Apr 24

Common themes and challenges.




Summary and Conclusions. Review.

17.
May 1

Final Examination (3:45 - 6:45 p.m.).

W
Weightman, Barbara. Dragons and Tigers: a Geography of South, East, and Southeast Asia. Second edition. New York: Wiley, 2006.

L: Leinbach, Thomas R. and Richard Ulack, Southeast Asia: Diversity and Development. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000.

1

