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GEOGRAPHY 456/556


GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE
The course is designed to help students develop a greater awareness and understanding of the physical, historical, cultural, economic, environmental, and political patterns and problems of Southeast Asia and how these factors interact. The eleven states of the region are Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Burma (Myanmar), Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam, the Philippines, and Timor Leste. Two dominant and interrelated themes that permeate the course are first, the diversity of the region and second, the nature and impact of development.

I.
GOALS AND COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course you will:

Have an understanding of the major physical and human features of Southeast Asia and how the diversity of its physical environments in terms of relief and drainage patterns, climates and vegetation, location of minerals and energy sources, affects the region(s development.

Know the main environmental challenges confronting SE Asia.

Appreciate the diversity of its peoples and cultures, the region(s historical significance, and the roles of India and China in shaping some of its major characteristics.

Understand the impact of colonialism, the contemporary political map and current areas of tension and boundary disputes.

Be able to explain the present population distribution, the problems caused by rapid population growth, and the patterns of urbanization.

Know the key characteristics about and locations of major areas of agriculture, manufacturing, and service industries in the region.  

Understand the great differences in levels of development of countries in the region, the problems of the gap between rich and poor and the challenges of development.

II.
TEXTS: Required

Thomas R. Leinbach and Richard Ulack (eds.), Southeast Asia: Diversity and Development (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000).

Coursepack of maps, etc. available in the ODU Bookstore.

Recommended (those marked * are on reserve in the library)

*Brown, David. The State and Ethnic Politics in Southeast Asia (London and New York: Routledge, 1994). 

*Drake, Christine. National Integration in Indonesia: Patterns and Policies (Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 1989. 

*Dutt, Ashok K. (ed.). Southeast Asia: Realm of Contrasts (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1985). 

*Dwyer, D.J. (ed.). South East Asian Development: Geographical Perspectives (New York: Longman Scientific & Technical, 1990). 

*Fisher, Charles. Southeast Asia: A Social, Economic and Political Geography (London: Methuen, 1964 or 1966, 2nd ed.). 

*McGee, T. G. and Ira M. Robinson. The Mega‑Urban Regions of Southeast Asia (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1995). 

*Rigg, Jonathan. Southeast Asia: The Human Landscape of Modernization and Development (London and New York: Routledge, 1997). 

*Ulack, Richard and Gyula Pauer. Atlas of Southeast Asia (New York: MacMillan, 1989; in reference section of the library).

Other recommended books
Aiken, R.; C. Leigh; T. R. Leinbach; M. Moss. Development and Environment in Peninsular Malaysia (McGraw‑Hill, 1982). 

Buchanan, Keith. The Southeast Asian World (Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Books, 1968). 

Burling, Robbins. Hill Farms and Padi Fields: Life in Mainland Southeast Asia (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice‑Hall, 1965). 

Cressey, George B. Asia's Lands and Peoples (New York: McGraw Hill, 1963) (use for historical perspective only!). 

Dixon, Chris. South East Asia in the World‑Economy: A Regional Geography (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991). 

*Europa. Far East and Australasia, 2007 (38th edition. London: Europa, 2006: in reference section of the library: DS1.F3 2006).

Fryer, Donald. Emerging Southeast Asia: A Study in Growth and Stagnation (New York: Wiley‑Halsted, 1980, 2nd ed.). 

*Ginsburg, Norton, ed.  The Pattern of Asia (Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, 1958; use for historical background/comparative purposes only).

Geertz, Clifford. Agricultural Involution: The Process of Ecological Change in Indonesia (Berkeley, California: University of California Press, 1963). 

McGee, T. G. The Southeast Asia City: A Social Geography of the Primate Cities of Southeast Asia (New York: Praeger, 1967). 

Pluvier, Jan M. Historical Atlas of South-East Asia (New York: E.J. Brill, 1995).

*Rigg, Jonathan. Southeast Asia: A Region in Transition (London: Unwin Hyman, 1991). 

Spencer, J.E. and William L. Thomas. Asia, East by South: a Cultural Geography (New York: Wiley, 1971; use for historical background and comparative purposes only.

*Suryadinata, Leo (ed.). Ethnic Chinese as Southeast Asians (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1997). 

United Nations Development Programme. Human Development Report 2006 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006; in reference section of the library: JX1977.A1H85).

World Bank. World Development Report, 2006 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006; in reference section of the library).

Please also become familiar with two major weekly news magazines on the region: The Far East Economic Review (published weekly since 1946) and Asiaweek (published weekly since 1975). Both have web pages on the Internet.

Also recommended are a good, up-to-date atlas such as Goode's World Atlas, 21st edition, 2005, published by Wiley, and the 2006 World Population Data Sheet, published by the Population Reference Bureau.

Country Studies for many Asian countries. Area Handbook series (on the first floor of the library in Government Documents).  The following Country Study books are available:

Burma
 (1983)


Philippines (1991)

Cambodia (1987)

Singapore (1989)

Indonesia (1992)

Thailand (1987)

Laos (1994)


Vietnam (1987)

Malaysia (1984)





Those for which research was completed from 1987 to the present are also available on the web.

Helpful journals and other sources include:
Annals, Association of American Geographers

*Asian Affairs

Asian Development Bank

Asia-Pacific Viewpoint (formerly Pacific Viewpoint)

*Asian Survey

Asia Times, published daily

Asiaweek

*Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies

Ceres (FAO Review)


Contemporary Southeast Asia

Crossroads



Current History

*Economic Geography

*The Economist

*Far East Economic Review

Foreign Affairs

Foreign Broadcast Information Service Reports

Geographical Journal

Geographical

Geographical Notes

Geographical Review

Geography

Indonesia and the Malay World

Journal of Asian & African Studies

Journal of Development Areas

Journal of Geography

Journal of Southeast Asian Studies

Modern Asian Studies

Political Geography

Population Bulletin

Progress in Human Geography

Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography

Southeast Asia Research

The Straits Times (Singapore daily newspaper)

Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie

Transactions, Institute of British Geographers

* especially helpful

It is essential to read a good newspaper daily such as The Christian Science Monitor, The New York Times, or The Washington Post.  Another good source of current information is The Economist. Student subscriptions to the Monitor can be arranged through the instructor. Alternatively, you can access both The Christian Science Monitor and The New York Times on the Internet. Plan to clip and save articles, and bring them to class to share.

Web Sites
There are many websites providing information about different regions, countries, and topics in SE Asia. Check to see what you can find. Some of them are:

ASEAN review



http://www.aseanreview.com/
Asian Affairs




http://www.asian-affairs.com/
Asia Daily




http://www.asiadaily.com/
Asian Environmental Review 

http://www.asianenviro.com/frame_control.htm
Asia Observer




http://www.asiaobserver.com/
Asia Source




http://www.asiasource.org/
Asia Times




http://www.atimes.com/
AsiaWeek




http://www.asiaweek.com/asiaweek/
Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies
http://economics.anu.edu.au/bies/
Far Eastern Economic Review

http://www.feer.com/ 

The Economist



http://www.economist.com
WorldAtlas.com: Asia


http://www.graphicmaps.com/webimage/countrys/as.htm 

Asian Studies Virtual Library

1. Columbia University


http://www.columbia.edu/cu/libraries/indiv/area/sarai/
2. The Australian National University
http://coombs.anu.edu.au
3. The University of Texas of Austin

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/asia.html
4. UC Berkeley



http://library.berkeley.edu/SSEAL/
5. University of Chicago


http://library.berkeley.edu/SSEAL/
6. University of Michigan


http://asia.lib.umich.edu/index.htm
International Organizations

1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
http://www.apecsec.org.sg/ 

2. Association of Southeast Asian Nations

http://www.aseansec.org/1024x768.html
3. Food and Agricultural Organization of UN
http://www.fao.org
4. Human Rights Watch Organization

http://www.hrw.org/asia/
5. UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
http://unescap.org/
6. UN Economic and Social Council


http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/
7. World Health Organization: Regional Office for South East Asia

http://w3.whosea.org/index.htm
III. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Map Quizzes
You are expected to know basic geographical facts about Southeast Asia, such as the location of major mountains, rivers, islands and seas, countries, cities, and former colonial powers. Two map quizzes will be given to be sure that you have mastered this fundamental geographical information.

Book Review
Read a novel by a Southeast Asian author and write a 2-3 page book review. Include some information about the geographical environment in which the book was written. Examples include: Jose, F. Sionil. Viajero: A Filipino Novel (Manila: Solidaridad Publishing House, 1993); Lubis, Mochtar. Land Under the Rainbow (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990), and Twilight in Djakarta (London: Hutchinson, 1963); Burgess, Anthony. The Long Day Wanes: A Malayan Trilogy (New York: Norton, 1965; paperback edition 1993).  Due:

Mid-term examination 

includes basic geographical information, and all materials presented to date in the readings, lectures, and videos.

Term Paper
A 10 - 12 page term paper examining one of the topics covered in the course, analyzing it in greater depth and in a specific regional or national context. You may select a topic such as (The challenges of development (or urbanization) in _______,( (Major issues and problems in _______,( or compare and contrast significant countries (e.g. (A comparison of the human geography of Vietnam and Indonesia(). Your paper must be clearly referenced (using proper footnotes or endnotes) and illustrated with maps as appropriate. Papers must be typed on computer (12-point font), double-spaced, with one-inch margins, 8 - 10 pages in length, plus maps and bibliography. Discuss your proposed topic with Dr. Drake before the 6th week of class. The topic, thesis statement, paper outline, and preliminary bibliography are due at the latest by the mid-semester break. Papers are due one week before the end of classes. Late papers will be penalized. Proof your work carefully for typographical, spelling, and grammatical errors.

Final examination
covers all the materials presented in class and in the assigned readings.

IV.
COURSE EVALUATION
Quizzes (2 quizzes worth 5% each)

10%

Book review




10%

Mid-term examination


25%

Paper





25%

Final Examination



25% 

Participation




 5%

         100%

Graduate students (enrolled in Geog 556) will undertake a second substantial project, with the details to be worked out on an individual basis with Dr. Drake. In this case, quizzes will be worth 5%, the book review 10%, the mid-term exam 20%, the paper 20%, the second project 20%, the final examination 20%, and participation 5%.

Grading Scale

You earn your grade. Grades are not given or "curved." You will not be in competition with each other for your grade in this course, so theoretically everyone in the course could get an "A". Grades are assigned as follows:

90 - 100
=
A

80 -  90
=
B

70 -  80
=
C

60 -  70
=
D

below 60
=
F

Pluses and minuses will be used at the discretion of the professor. 


Students are responsible for all materials presented in class and in the assigned readings. Class attendance is therefore very important. Any student who misses more than three class periods will have his/her grade lowered.

Make-up tests will be given only in exceptional circumstances (e.g. on presentation of a doctor's certificate in the case of illness).  Please let Dr. Drake know before a test if an unavoidable problem occurs.  Penalties will be incurred for late assignments (part of a letter grade for each two days late).

You are reminded that you have signed a pledge supporting your responsibility to abide by the Honor Code: "I pledge to support the Honor System of Old Dominion University. I will refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. I am aware that as a member of the academic community it is my responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the Honor System. I will report to an Honor Council hearing if summoned." The university's definition of plagiarism is: "if a student reproduces someone else's work without acknowledging the source, leaving the organization, content, or phraseology intact."

Students are required to indicate on every exam or assignment turned in for a grade that they have adhered to the university honor code by signing their names after an abbreviated pledge statement.

Please try not to arrive late for class or leave class early. Please do not go in or out of class during the class period. It is very distracting both to the professor and to other students when people arrive late or leave early. Cell phones and beepers must be turned off during the class period. Thank you!

Students with disabilities should let Dr. Drake know at the beginning of the semester if special situations need to be accommodated.

V.
OFFICE HOURS
Office: Arts and Letters (BAL), Room 7022
Office Hours:             and by appointment.

Phone: 683-3849

E-mail: Cdrake@odu.edu

Please complete the assigned reading before the topic is to be covered in class.

VI.
COURSE OUTLINE
Week
  Date



Topic




    Readings
(Numbers refer to 

Chapter #s in the books)

1



Introduction to the course. Overview of
Text chapter 1 

 
Southeast Asia and the major influences
Dwyer1; Fisher 1

affecting it. Diversity and unity within
Rigg (1997) 1.

the region. Contrasts between mainland

and insular SE Asia.

DIVERSITY and DEVELOPMENT
2 - 3



Physical Geography
a) Landform and drainage patterns.

Text 2; Ulack and

b) Climate and vegetation patterns.

Pauer 1; Dutt 2; Dwyer

c) Minerals and energy resources. 

4 and 6; Fisher 2

d) Environmental concerns.

First quiz: physical characteristics.

Book review due.

4 - 6



Historical, Cultural and Political Geography
a) Indigenous cultures; language

Text 3, 10, & 11

differences; the diffusion and impact of
Ulack and Pauer 2 & 

religions; SE Asia(s kingdoms and empires
3; Rigg (1997) 2-4;

b) Western impacts and colonial

Dutt 3,

legacies 




Fisher 3-6

Second quiz: cultural and political

characteristics
c) Minority and gender issues


Brown

7



Mid-term examination
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
8-9



Population Patterns and Urbanization
a) Characteristics of the region(s 

Text 4 - 5

population geography



Ulack and Pauer 4

b) Mobility characteristics


Dwyer 5, 10, & 11

c) Levels and patterns of urbanization
Rigg (1997) 7 

McGee and Robinson

10-11



The Primary Sector: Farming, Fishing, 

Mining, Forestry.

Types of agriculture: shifting, 

Text 6; Rigg (1997) 5

subsistence, and plantation;


and 7

Rural development issues and

problems; Impact of the Green 

Revolution. Fishing, mining, forestry.

12



The Secondary Sector: Manufacturing
Characteristics and location; Industrial
Text 7

growth; Emerging industries, global

Rigg (1997) 6

connections, and the work force

Dwyer 8

13



The Tertiary Sector: Services
Services in cities



Text 8

Characteristics and impacts of tourism
Dwyer 9; Dixon 5

14



Indonesia and Vietnam: a comparison
Text 12 & 18; Drake 1

15



The Impacts and Challenges of Modern-
Text 19; Dwyer 9
ization and Development. Issues of 

comparative advantage.

Overall summary and conclusions

Rigg (1997) 8


16



Final Examination
(2(

