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Office hours: M, W 3:00 - 5:00 or by appointment
Course Description

This course is designed to examine economic, geographical transformations in Southeast Asia.  Beginning with Japan in the 1950s, followed by Hong Kong in the 1960s, Singapore, Taiwan and South Korea in the 1970s and 1980s, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines in the 1990s and China and Vietnam from the late 1990s onwards, Asia has emerged as a strong economic force in the contemporary world.  Prior to the Asian financial crisis, which occurred in 1997, the Asian economy in general had been praised for its phenomenal growth in a very short time, and many Southeast Asian countries had appeared to follow their eastern counterparts’ development path.  The financial crisis and subsequent collapse of large parts of the Asian economy, however, have called into question the optimistic view of Asia as the next emerging giant in the world economy.  The economic slowdown has been, directly or indirectly, related to the social and political turmoil that many Southeast Asian countries are currently experiencing.  Apart from the economic boom and crisis in recent years, there has been very little common ground between the two Asias (East Asia vs. Southeast Asia and/or developed Asia vs. developing Asia) in cultural and political terms.  In this course, we will discuss both the differences and similarities of the two Asias in terms of their economic structure, culture and political system.  The course will focus particularly on economic development, international trade, foreign investment, regional bloc, world city project, colonial legacy, nation building, migration, Overseas Chinese, political transition and globalization in Southeast Asia.

Required Texts

Leinbach, Thomas R. and Richard Ulack, 2000, Southeast Asia: Diversity and Development, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Asian Development Bank, 2005, Key Indicators 2005, Oxford: Oxford University Press (reserved at the Library’s Southeast Asia Reference Desk; available online at http://www.adb.org/Documents/Books/Key_Indicators/2005/default.asp)
Recommended Readings

Brown, David, 1994, The State and Ethnic Politics in Southeast Asia, London: 
Routledge.

Lincoln, Edward J., 2004, East Asian Economic Regionalism, Washington, D.C., 

Brookings Institution Press.

Rodan, Garry, Kevin Hewison, and Richard Robinson, eds., 2001, The Political Economy 
of South-East Asia: Conflicts, Crises, and Change, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.
Sien, Chia Lin, ed., 2003, Southeast Asia Transformed: A Geography of Change, 
Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

Tan, Gerald, 2003, ASEAN: Economic Development and Cooperation, Singapore: 

Eastern University Press.

Thompson, Grahame, ed., 1998, Economic Dynamism in the Asia-Pacific: The Growth of 
Integration and Competitiveness, London: Routledge.
Tongzon, Jose L., 2002, The Economies of Southeast Asia: Before and After the Crisis 

(2nd edition), Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.
Weightman, Barbara A., 2004, Dragons and Tigers: A Geography of South, East, and 
Southeast Asia, Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

In addition, The Economist and The Far Eastern Economic Review are very useful sources for keeping up to date with latest information on Southeast Asia.  There are several academic journals that often have quality articles on economic, geographical changes in Southeast Asia.  They include Economic Geography, Environment and Planning A, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Journal of Asian Studies, Pacific Affairs and World Development.
Useful Web Sites

International Organizations

Asian Development Bank: http://www.adb.org/
Association of Southeast Asian Nations: http://www.aseansec.org/

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation: http://www.apecsec.org.sg/

World Bank (Southeast Asia): http://wbln1018.worldbank.org/sar/sa.nsf

Asian Studies

Association of Asian Studies: http://www.aasianst.org/links.htm

Australian National University’s Asian Studies WWW virtual library: 
http://coombs.anu.edu.au/WWWVL-AsianStudies.html

Asia financial crisis: http://www.stern.nyu.edu/globalmacro/
Data Sources

Asian Development Bank, Economics and Statistics:

http://www.adb.org/Economics/default.asp

International Monetary Fund, 2004, Direction of Trade Statistics Yearbook 2004
U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics: 

http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/index.html

U.S. Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration: http://ese.export.gov/

World Development Indicators: http://devdata.worldbank.org/dataonline/
Evaluation









     Undergrad           Graduate

1. Midterm exam (Wednesday April 26th in class)  
      

30%

  20%
2. Final exam (Friday June 9th from 2:50 – 4:50pm)       

30%

  20%
3. Term paper (paper due Wednesday May 31st in class)

30%
              50%
4. Assignments, attendance, extra questions and 
      

10%

  10%
    class participation





       ------------         ------------

          
          100%

100%

The term paper element is divided into term paper (20%) and class presentation (10%) for undergrads and term paper (40%) and class presentation (10%) for grads.
A
95 – 100%
B+
85 – 89.9
C+
70 – 74.9
D+
55 – 59.9 


A- 
90 – 94.9
B
80 – 84.9
C
65 – 69.9
D
50 – 54.9 




B-
75 – 79.9
C-
60 – 64.9 
D-
40 – 49.9










F
  0 – 39.9 
If you have a documented disability and wish to use accommodations in this course, please discuss this with me early in the quarter.
Exams

The midterm and final examinations consist of a series of short answer responses and essay questions selected from both the lectures and the readings.  No make-up exam will be given unless the instructor is informed in advance (VALID excuse is required).  It is necessary that you read the assigned readings.  The readings will lead you to participate in class discussion and provide you with an initial background for your term paper.  Class attendance is mandatory.

The Ohio University Student Code of Conduct prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty.

Term Paper

Your term paper should be related to modern Southeast Asia.  It may be a case study of a Southeast Asian country (or city) that is currently going through economic restructuring, political turmoil and/or cultural transformation.  A term paper may also be topic oriented.  Examples of research topic are listed below, although you are certainly encouraged to come up with your own topic.  Your research topic needs to be approved by the instructor before proceeding with it.  You will have an individual meeting with the instructor in the fifth week of the quarter to talk about your term paper topic and research methods.

Make sure that your term paper is empirically grounded.  You are highly encouraged to look for some academic works (books and journal articles at the Library) on your research topic, rather than to rely solely on web sites.  The ninth week of classes is set aside for student presentations, and term papers should be handed in by Wednesday May 31st in class.  The length of your paper may range from 7 - 10 double-spaced pages (exclud.to 10 double-spaced pages (inelral changes

ing international sports competions

attracting professional sports stadium, hostin maps and references).  No late papers will be accepted.  Period.
Examples of term paper research topic
Regional economic cooperation – ASEAN, APEC and AFTA

Trade relations between the US (or Japan, China, Australia) and Southeast Asia

American (or Japanese) multinational firms in Malaysia or Vietnam

Political development in Indonesia 
Economic development plans in Southeast Asia

Overseas Chinese business network in Southeast Asia

Market transition in Vietnam 
Foreign aid in Cambodia and Laos

Singapore’s leadership in the Southeast Asian economy

Gender empowerment in Thailand
World city projects in large cities in Southeast Asia

Important Days to Remember in Spring Quarter
1. Mar. 
27th (M)
2. 

29th (W)

3. April 
3rd   (M)

4.

5th   (W) 

5. 

10th (M)
6.

12th (W)

7. 

17th (M)

8. 

19th (W)

9. 

24th (M)


10. 

26h  (W)
midterm
11. May
1st   (M)
meet the instructor for term paper topic 

12.

3rd    (W)
meet the instructor for term paper topic
13. 

8th   (M)

14. 

10th (W)

15.

15th (M) 

16. 

17th (W)

17.
 
22nd (M)
term paper presentation
18

24th (W)
term paper presentation
19. 

29th (M)
Memorial Day (no class)
20.      

31st (W)
      June 
9th   (F)

final exam
Course Outline and Reading Assignments

These lecture topics are subject to change and changes, if any, will be announced in class.

(Chapter ) indicates reading assignments in the text book.

Section One: The Two Asias

1. Introduction to the Course 

2. Developing Asia vs. Developed Asia (Chapter 1)

Section Two: Economic Development of Southeast Asia

3. Asian Economic Miracle and Singapore (Chapter 14)

video: Global firms in the Industrializing East (1996)
4. Economic Connections of the Two Asias (Chapter 7)

5. Regional Blocs: ASEAN and APEC 

ASEAN: “About ASEAN – overview” (http://www.aseansec.org/)

APEC: “About APEC – APEC organization” (http://www.apecsec.org.sg/)

6. Asian Financial Crisis

Radelet, Steven and Jeffrey Sachs, 1998, “What have we learned, so far, from the Asian Financial 
Crisis?,” Harvard Institute for International Development (reserved at the reference desk)
7. Mega Cities in Southeast Asia and their World City Dreams (Chapter 5)

Section Three: Cultural Transformations in Southeast Asia

8. Diversities in Southeast Asia (Chapter 3)

    Colonialism in Southeast Asia

video: The King and I (1956)
9. Population and Migration (Chapter 4)

    Indonesia’s Transmigration Program
10. Chinese Diaspora and Malaysia’s New Economic Policy (Chapter 13)

11. Women in Development and Overseas Filipino Workers (Chapter 11)

video: Modern Heroes and Modern Slaves (1997)

Section Four: Political Changes in Southeast Asia

12. Nation Building in the Post-colonial Era (Chapter 10)

      Third World Nationalism

13. Vietnam War and Transition to the Market Economy (Chapter 18)

video: Regret to Inform (1998) 

14. Political Development in Southeast Asia (Chapter 10)
1
6

