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Conference location: 
Bethune Gallery, 
320 Bethune College 
at York University

By TTC:

There are entrances from Keele St., Jane St., Steeles Ave., and Finch Ave.

. Take the University/Spadina subway line to Downsview Station and the 
106 York University or 196 York University Express bus onto campus.

. From the Yonge St. subway line (Finch Station) or north of Yonge and 
Finch take the Steeles West 60C or 60F which stops at the University.

. The Keele 41, 41B, 41C and Jane Station 35E Express buses also stop on 
campus.

. From the west, the Steeles West 60 and Finch West 36 both pass by 
campus but do not go on campus.

By Car:

4700 Keele St., 
Toronto, Ontario 
M3J 1P3

York University (Keele 
campus) is located on 
the west side of Keele St. 
between Finch and 
Steeles Avenues.

Location:

York University Address 
(Keele Campus):

DIRECTIONS TO YORK UNIVERSITY AND THE CONFERENCE

For more information about the conference, please visit the web site at
http://www.yorku.ca/popsci or send email to Jessica Poole (jmfpoole@yorku.ca)
with the subject header ‘Popular Science conference’.
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Day 2Day 1

This conference sets out to ask how something now conceived of as ‘popular 
science’ developed in the nineteenth century?  We start from the assumption 
that what people meant by the term ‘popular science’ changed over the 
century, and that, even at any one time, it carried different connotations to 
different social groups and to people experiencing it in different contexts.

While we expect participants to address questions about the production of 
popular science and the experiences of its audiences, we also hope that they 
will consider larger questions which will take us some way to understanding 
how the term ‘popular science’ emerged and was transformed over the 
century.

MONDAY AUGUST 2, 2004

1800–30 The Early Nineteenth Century

9:30–10:45 a.m.

Women and Popular Science: Practices 
and Representations

‘Diffusing’ Phrenology through 
Public Lectures

10:45–11:15 a.m.  Coffee

11:15 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Publishing ‘Popular Science’ in Early
Nineteenth-Century Britain

The Natural History of Visiting

12:30–1:00 p.m.  Discussion

1:00–2:30 p.m.  Lunch

1830–60 Redening Popular Science

2:30–3:45 p.m.

‘More the Aspect of Magic than Anything 
Natural’: The Philosophy of Demonstration
in Victorian Popular Science

Popularising the Popular: Science and Class 
in Mid-nineteenth-century Manchester

3:45–4:15 p.m.  Coffee

4:15–5:30 p.m.

Printed Museums: The Recreation of the 
Visiting Experience on the Printed Page

How Scientic Conversation Became 
Shop Talk

5:30–6:00 p.m.  Discussion

7:00 p.m.  Evening Banquet

TUESDAY AUGUST 3, 2004

1860–1900 The Consolidation of Popular Science

9:30–10:45 a.m.

Visitors, Curators and Objects in 
British Museums of Anatomy and 
Natural History c.1860–1900

The Mimic Sea: Victorian Aquaria as
Means of Popular Science

10:45–11:15 a.m.  Coffee

11:15 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Entertaining Uncertainties and Illuminating 
Risks: Late Victorian Household 
Consumption of Popular Texts on Electricity

Science Lectures for the People

12:30–1:00 p.m.  Discussion

1:00–2:30 p.m.  Lunch

2:30–2:55 p.m.

Discussant on Experiences of 
Popular Science

2:55–3:20 p.m. 

Discussant on Sites of Popular Science

3:20–4:30 p.m.  Discussion

4:30–5:30 p.m.  Reception
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