York University

Human Participants Review Committee

Guidelines:  Research Conducted in Hospital/Clinical/Medical Facilities

Research conducted within a hospital or in conjunction with a hospital and/or medical facility requires REB approval from both the medical facility and the York REB (the HPRC).  Researchers are therefore advised that in addition to obtaining ethics approval from York REB, ethics approval from the Hospital and/or Medical facility REB must be obtained prior to commencing research activities. In general, given that the Hospital/Medical facility REB will have greater clinical expertise with regards to reviewing the protocols, the YORK REB requires the Hospital/Medical facility REB to review the protocol prior to the protocol being submitted for review by the HPRC.   Further, as the research will be conducted in a clinical setting, the primary contact for REB queries will be the hospital’s REB though York REB will also remain as a contact in most instances. Research ethics protocols will then undergo an expedited/delegated review through the York REB as ethics approval will have been granted by the hospital/medical facility REB.

Researchers should:

a) Submit an ethics protocol to and obtain approval from the Hospital/Medical facility REB;

b) Submit the HPRC protocol package – including approval certificate from the hospital/medical facility REB – to the HPRC for review and approval;
c) Request delegated/expedited review (append delegated review consent form to protocol package – noting reason re protocol has been reviewed and approved by the hospital REB).
NOTES:  Protocols for research to be conducted in hospital/medical settings will not – generally – be accepted for review by the HPRC unless Hospital/medical facility REB approval is appended.

