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Primary Investigator/Course Director, please note:


This page is to be signed, dated and stapled as the first page of your protocol submission.  Protocol submissions without this page are incomplete and will be returned to the primary investigator/course director.

DECLARATION BY PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR/COURSE DIRECTOR

All animals used in this research will be cared for in accordance with the policies and guidelines of the Canadian Council on Animal Care (http://www.ccac.ca) and the requirements of the relevant international, federal, provincial/territorial and municipal legislation.

Signature of Principal Investigator/Course Director




Date

The following protocol must be completed if the research work involves the use of any animals outside of the University Vivaria.   These questions are based on the CCAC guidelines on: the care and use of wildlife.  All investigators should be familiar with the guidelines and refer to them when completing a field study protocol.
A progress report must be submitted when the protocol is renewed for subsequent years.   The report must include a basic summary of progress to date, number of species caught and the status of any animals injured or killed.     

A -  PRIMARY INFORMATION

1. Protocol Title: 
2. Protocol Status  (select one).  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NEW
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RENEWAL
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PILOT STUDY

3. Name of primary investigator/course director (must be a faculty member):
4. Primary investigator/course director’s local address, telephone ext. #, fax # and electronic address:
	Office Address:  
	

	Extension:  
	

	Fax #:  
	

	Email:  
	


5. What is the anticipated commencement date of this protocol?

6. What is the anticipated completion date of this protocol?  (Note - all approved protocols are subject to annual review by the ACC).

7. Where will the study take place?  Name the closet town and whether the study will occur in the field or laboratory?

8. PERMITS:  Will you be trapping or collecting wild or feral animals in this protocol?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

*IF “YES”, include permit number and photocopies of both sides of relevant licenses.
B  -  QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE

9. List names, positions and relevant training and experience of all individuals who will be working directly with the animals. 

	Name
	Position
	Relevant Training / Experience
	Medical Surveillance Completed? Y/N
	*Web CT Course Completed? Y/N

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* Please indicate whether each person working with animals has completed the Medical Surveillance and the Web CT course on animal care and handling offered by the Vivaria.
C  -  FUNDING AND PEER REVIEW

10. Funding agency  (Indicate short and long name):
11. Grant title of the proposed protocol (as submitted to the funding agency):
12. Has funding for this protocol been approved by the funding agency identified?   If "no", indicate why. 

13. Has this protocol been peer-reviewed for scientific merit?  If "yes", indicate the peer review committee number.  If "no", indicate why. 
D  -  PURPOSE OF ANIMAL USE

14. CCAC Purpose of Animal Use (PAU) classification.  From the categories listed below, select the item (1-6) that best describes the purpose of animal use (in this protocol).  To select a box double click on it.   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    1.    Studies of a fundamental nature in sciences relating too essential structure or function (e.g., biology,  psychology, biochemistry, pharmacology, physiology, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    2.    Studies for medical purposes, including veterinary medicine that relate to human or animal disease or disorders.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    3.    Studies for regulatory testing of products for the protection of humans, animals, or the environment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    4.    Studies for the development of products or appliances for human or veterinary medicine.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    5.    Education and training of individuals in post-secondary institutions or facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    6.    Other:  ________
E  -  EXPERIMENTAL OUTLINE

15. a)    What species are you working with? 

b) How many are required? 

c) And how many will be used on an annual basis? 

16. What is the objective and experimental outline of this protocol?  Do not include the funding agency grant proposal.

17. LAY SUMMARY:

Describe in terms understandable to the non-scientist how the proposed used of animals will contribute to the advancement of science, or to outcomes that can reasonably be expected to benefit humans, animals or the environment.   Why has this species been chosen for this study? 

18. Why is it necessary to use live animals, and what consideration has been given to the use of alternative methods which do not involve the use of animals?

19. What precautions will be taken to avoid capturing vulnerable animals and what action will be taken if these animals are captured?   

20. Describe all procedures and manipulations performed on live animals for each species.  If multiple procedures are to be performed, flow diagrams may be useful, particularly if the protocol involves short term holding and subsequent release. 

21. Indicate all agents to be administered in the research protocol for each species.  Include, purpose, route, dosage and frequency. 

22. Indicate all samples to be taken for each species.  Include type of sample, site, amount, procedure and frequency.

F  -  TRAPPING, CAPTURE AND MARKING  

23. For studies involving capture and restraint, detail the type of restraint chosen, state the time and frequency for checking traps, provide details of physical restraint, chase times (taking into consideration possible environmental conditions), provide details of immobilization agent used for chemical restraint, describe all manipulations and precautions taken to protect the animal and investigator. 

24. Provide details of marking, including potential long term effects. 

25. Will radio tracking collars or other tracking equipment be used?  If so, detail the equipment to be used, the method of attachment, the weight of the equipment, the average weight of the animals you will be tracking (NOTE: collars are not allowed to weight more than 5% of the animal body weight) and the impact on the animal.  Also detail how the equipment will be removed.   

26. Provide details of any surgical and medical procedures.  Indicate where and under what conditions it will be performed, as well as by whom.  Provide the name of the veterinarian where consultation is necessary.

27. Provide details for monitoring the animals (during capture, handling and post-release), including personnel and qualifications.

28. HOUSING/ANIMAL HOLDING:  Provide justification for any housing/holding of the animals. Include details of pens, enclosures, duration and nutrition.  

29. Will chemical restraint methods be used?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES*    FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO   

*IF YES, please include drug name, dose, route of administration, drug delivery system used, etc.

30. Are all personnel involved in the capture trained/experienced in the procedures?

G -  PAIN AND DISTRESS

31. Is any pain and /or distress likely to be associated with the procedures or manipulations?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES*     FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

*IF YES, please describe how it will be alleviated or minimized. 

32. If animals encounter unanticipated pain and/or distress, what criteria will be used to terminate the procedure/study and possibly euthanize the animal(s)?

H  -  INVASIVENESS

33. CCAC Category of Invasiveness (CI) classification.  The following list of categories provides possible examples of experimental procedures (manipulations) which are considered to be representative of each category. From the following list, select the category (A - E) that best describes the degree of invasiveness (in this protocol).   To select a box, click on it.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

A.    PROCEDURES ON MOST INVERTEBRATES OR ON LIVE ISOLATES

Possible examples;   the use of tissue culture and tissues obtained at necropsy: the use of eggs, protozoa and other single celled organisms: experiments involving containment, incision or other invasive procedures on metazoa. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

B.   PROCEDURES WHICH CAUSE LITTLE OR NO DISCOMFORT OR STRESS
Possible examples;  observational studies in which the same individuals are not repeatedly observed so as to habituate or otherwise modify their behaviour: census or other surveys which do not involve capture or marking individuals: non-invasive studies on animals that have been habituated to captivity: short periods of food and/or water derprivation equivalent to periods of abstinence in nature.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

C.    PROCEDURES WHICH CAUSE MINOR STRESS OR PAIN OF SHORT DURATION


Possible examples:  Capture, using methods with little or no potential to cause injury and marking of animals for immediate release; long-term observational studies on free ranging animals where the behaviour of individuals may be altered by repeated contract; brief restraint for blood or tissue sampling; short periods of restrain beyond that for simple observation or examination, but consistent with minimal distress; short periods of food and/or water deprivation which exceed periods of abstinence in nature; exposure to non-lethal levels of drugs or chemicals; low velocity darting and slow-injection darts with immobilization chemicals.  Such procedures should not cause significant changes in the animal’s appearance, in physiological parameters such as respiratory or cardiac rate, or fecal or urinary output, in social responses or inability to survive.  NOTE:  During or after Category C studies, animals must not show self-mutilation, anorexia, dehydration, hyperactivity, increased recumbency or dormancy, increased vocalization, aggressive-defensive behaviour or demonstrate social withdrawal and isolation.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

D.    PROCEDURES WHICH CAUSE MODERATE TO SEVERE STRESS OR PAIN

Possible examples:  capture, using methods that have the potential to cause injury (e.g. leg snares, leg hold traps, high velocity darting and injection darts with immobilization chemicals, net gunning, etc.); maintenance of wild caught animals in captivity; translocation of wildlife to new habitats; major surgical procedures conducted under general anesthesia with subsequent recovery; prolonged (several hours or more)  periods of physical restraint; induction of behavioural stresses such as maternal deprivation, aggression, predator-prey interactions, procedures which cause severe persistent or irreversible disruption of sensorimotor organization.  Other examples in captive animals include induction of anatomical and physiological abnormalities that will result in pain or distress; the exposure of an animal to noxious stimuli from which escape is impossible; the production of radiation sickness; exposure to drugs or chemicals at levels that impair physiological systems (NB Experiments described in this paragraph would be category E if performed on wildlife immediately prior to release.)  NOTE:  Procedures used in category D studies should not cause prolonged or severe clinical distress as may be exhibited by a wide range of clinical signs, such as marked abnormalities in behavioural patterns or attitudes, the absence of grooming, dehydration, abnormal vocalization, prolonged anorexia, circulatory collapse, extreme lethargy or disinclination to move, and clinical signs of severe or advanced local or systemic infection, etc.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

E.     PROCEDURES WHICH CAUSE SEVERE PAIN NEAR, AT, OR ABOVE THE PAIN TOLERANCE THRESHOLD OF UNANESTHESIZED CONSCIOUS ANIMALS

Possible examples:  This Category of Invasiveness is not necessarily confined to surgical procedures, but may include exposure to noxious stimuli or agents whose effects are unknown; exposure to drugs or chemical at levels that (may) markedly impair physiological and which cause death, severe pain, or extreme distress; behavioural studies about which the effects of the degree of distress are not known, environmental deprivation that has the potential to seriously jeopardize an animal’s  well being,  use of muscle relaxants or paralytic drugs without anesthetics: burn or trauma infliction on unazaesthetized animals: a euthanasia method not approved by the CCAC; any procedures (e.g. The injection of noxious agents or the induction of severe stress or shock) that will result in pain which approaches the pain tolerance threshold and cannot be relieved by analgesia (e.g. Removal of teeth without analgesia, or when toxicity testing and experimentally-induced infectious disease studies have death as the endpoint), capture methods with a high potential of causing severe injury that could result in severe chronic pain and/or death. 
I  -  METHODS OF EUTHANASIA

34. Provide details on method of euthanasia to be used.

J  -  DISPOSITION 

35. Provide details of intended fate of animals used in the study.  For any voucher specimens, justify the taking and number of specimens or by-catch and where they are to be kept

K  -  OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

36. List potential biohazards, chemical hazards to staff.

37. Indicate all precautions and prophylactic measures to be taken (or already in place), to educate personnel and reduce the potential health risks associated with the use of the animal specie(s) indicated.

38. Is there a risk of contracting infections (zoonoses) from the animals under study? Indicate the potential health risks and concerns associated with the use of, exposure to and contact with the animal specie(s) indicated.

39. Is protective gear available/provided?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES      FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
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