Exceptionalism and the Constitution

1. America as Unique

a. De Tocqueville

b. Attributes of exceptionalism?

c. The historical force of exceptionalism

d. ‘American Creed’

2. Constitutional Foreground

a. The Colonial Factor.

b. Taxation

c. Boston Tea Party and ‘radicalism’

3. Organized Resistance

a. First Continental Congress – 1774

i. Boycott of British Goods

b. Second Continental Congress – 1776

i. Declaration of Independence

ii. Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union –1777

iii. War of Independence – 1775-83

4. Constitutional Process

a. State legislatures and radical forces

b. Philadelphia Convention of 1787

c. Shay’s Rebellion

d. Class politics and Madison’s America

5. Second Founding

a. ‘Extend the sphere’ of government

b. Recognizing a republic and limiting democracy

c. Filtering the ‘leveling spirit’ 

Federalism and Separation of Powers

I. Anti-federalism and Fear of Federal Power

a. Political expediency and the Bill of Rights

b. Played out through federalism and the separation of powers.

II. Federalism

a. States and their traditional power

b. Federal Constitutional powers

i. Expressed powers

ii. ‘Necessary and Proper’ clause.

c. State powers

i. Reserved powers – 10th amendment

ii. Initial selectivity of federal intervention.

d. New Deal politics

i. Political expediency and court allowance

ii. ‘Power of the purse’ expands federal domain.

e. Devolution of federal role

i. Reagan Administration and New Gingrich’s ‘Contract With America’

ii. United States vs. Lopez (1995)


III. Separation of Powers

a. Republic inspiration

b. Legislative Supremacy

i. Dividing institutions

ii. Checking political elites against each other

c. Republican dynamism

A Political Culture of Rights

1. Importance of the Bill of Rights

a. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

2. Importance of the Civil War

a. Slavery, emancipation and secession

b. Constitutional amendments (13,14, 15)

c. Importance of the 14th amendment

3. Courts and Civil Rights

a. The hesitant 19th century

b. Barren vs. Baltimore
c. Selective incorporation

i. Palko vs. Connecticut  (1937)

ii. Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896)

d. Post-war awakenings and Civil Rights

i. Brown vs. Board of Education (1954)

The US Congress

1. Uniquely Powerful Institution

a. Three Broad Functions

b. Three Goals of Lawmakers

2. Representation and Re-election


a. Re-election and incumbency

b. Styles of representation

c. House Representatives vs. Senators

3. Legislation and Shaping  Public Policy

a. Legislative ‘game’

b. Legislative process

i. Committees matter

c. Influential figures/positions

4. Historical push and pull of Congress

a. The changing role of parties and committees

b. The  growth of the ‘Imperial Presidency’

c. Periodic reassertion of Congress

5. Money and Congress

a. Lobbies

b. Campaign financing

c. Revolving Door

The Presidency

1. Current Presidency and Myths

2. Functions and Roles

a. Constraints and Unity

b. Increasing National Stature 

3. Transitions

a. The Power to Appoint

b. Agenda Setting

4. Executive Presidencies

a. Domestic Policy

i. From Roosevelt to LBJ…

ii. …To George H.W. Bush

b. Foreign Policy

i. Presidential dominance

5. Executive Powers

a. Office of the President

i. Staffers and the Executive Office of the President

b. Legislative-like Capacities

i. Vetoes

ii. Signing Statements

iii. Executive Orders

6. The Personal President

a. The Power to Persuade

b. Comparing Presidents.

The Bureaucracy

1. Studying Bureaucracy

a. Public Administration and the Impersonal State

b. Bureaucracy and Democracy

2. Bureaucracy and the Role of the State

a. Political-Economic Split

b. State as Inherently Biased

c. State as a Terrain of Struggle

3. The Attributes and Dynamics of US Bureaucracy

a. Efficiency

i. Chain of Command and Division of Labour

b. Sectoral Partiality

i. Bureaucratic Drift

ii. Budget Maximization

iii. Regulatory Capture

c. Public-Private Connections

i. Example of the FDA

4. Oversight

a. President’s Oversight

i. EOP

b. Congress

i. Appropriations

ii. Oversight

The Judicial Branch

1. The ‘weakest branch’ of government?

a. Imperial Judiciary

b. Autonomy and Power of the Courts

i. Cumulative Authority?

2. Dilemmas of the Court

a. Appointments are Political

b. Attitudinal v. Strategic

c. Common Law and Precendent

3. The Political Court

a. Partisan

i. Bush v. Gore

ii. Republican Victory

b. Structural-Ideological

i. Berman v. Parker

ii. Kelo v. New London

Elections and Parties

1. Weak electoral participation

a. Economic costs of voting

b. Electoral system effects

c. Converging on the middle ground

2. Electoral Mandates

a. Retrospective voting

i. Reagan and Clinton

ii. Congress: 1974 and 1994

3. Intervening Interests

a. Growing Costs of Campaigning

i. Campaign Contributions

1. PACs

4. Parties

a. ‘Standing’ decisions on affiliation

b. 20th century decline in parties

c. Recent party revival

i. Organizational and service functions

ii. Party brand

Interests and Economic Policy

1. Economic regulation

a. Public policy that encourages or punishes private actors.

2. Who gets what?

a. Pluralists and their critics.

b. Role of interests groups and lobbies.

c. Industry and log-rolled policy.

3. Streams of Economic Policy

a. Monetary and Fiscal Policy

i. Overaccumulation and Cycles

ii. 1970s Stagflation and Volcker Shocks

iii. 1980s Restructuring and Military Keynesianism

iv. 1990s Deficit Reduction.

v. 2000s Regressive Tax Cuts and Military Spending

b. Infrastructural

i. Government underwrites risk-oriented investment

ii. DARPA, Sematech and the NIH.

c. Regulatory

i. Post New Deal, Postwar Regulatory Environment

ii. By 1970s, ‘Deregulation’ on the Agenda.

d. Financialization

i. The Dollar-Wall Street Regime

ii. Priming the Pump of the American Economy

iii. The Clinton/Greenspan Legacy

iv. The Current Crisis

1. Brooksley Born

The American Social State

1. A Comparatively Weak Social Wage

a. ‘equality of opportunity’ vs. ‘equality of outcome’

2. Post-New Deal Era

a. Welfare Policy

i. AFDC

ii. TANF

b. Social Security

i. Contributory and Popular

ii. Attempts at Reform Difficult

1. Bush and Social Security ‘Crisis’

2. Visceral Resistance to Refom

iii. Transformation not Refom

3. Reforming the ‘Great Society’

a. Medicare and Medicaid

b. Victorious: Market-based Health Care

i. Contradictory outcomes

ii. Reform I: The Clinton Administration

iii. Reform II: The Bush Administration

iv. Reform III? The Obama Plan

Media and US Politics

1. Controversy of American Media

a. Media as controversial and political

2. Politics in Media

a. Political figures positioning for press

b. Gatekeeping and packaged messages

c. Political objectives

d. Missing the mark

3. Media in Politics

a. Process

i. agenda-setting and framing

ii. adversarialism and ‘objectivity’

b. Social Structure of the Media

i. Homogenized media?

ii. Corporate Media

4. Passive Subjects?

a. Selective perception and selective exposure

