Popular Trials

Sample Questions- December 1, 2010

The test is divided into three parts, weighted as follows:

Part I- 36%

Part 2- 24%

Part 3- 40%

Read the instructions for each question carefully.

Part I- Using reading and/or lecture materials, give definitions for any three of the following pairs of concepts.(Twelve marks per pair.)

A. Front region/ back region

B. Trial as defining moral boundaries/trial as precursor of social change

C. Judicial linguistic coordinate system/ oppositional linguistic coordinate system

D. Political trial within the rule of law/partisan trial

E. Execution/time-table

Part II- Short answer questions- select any one of the following five questions-  24 points 

1. “From the witness’s oath to the character witness to the stock characterization of the judge to the determinations of intent to the essentially ethical cast of judgement itself, the legal setting displays the elements of an inquiry after character, and the media amplify this theme into character studies ranging from laughable to penetrating.” Robert Hariman on p.223 of kit-

Interpret in the light of our discussion in class on representation and give illustrations from any two of the following: the trial of Robert Latimer, the trial of Louis Riel, the trial of  Kohnke, Kroft, and Wilson(from Constance Backhouse’s chapter in Carnal Crimes) , the trial of  Powell, Koon et.al.(for assault of Rodney King) or the trial of Joan of Arc. (Hint: you should begin your answer by indicating how you interpret the statement.) 

2. The Oxford dictionary defines drama as “a composition in prose or verse adapted to be acted upon a stage in which a story is narrated by means of dialogue and action and is represented with accompanying gestures, costumes, and scenery before a live audience.” Using readings and lectures , where relevant, discuss how popular trials are similar to dramatic performances- give illustrations from at least three of the trials we have considered.    

3.  Take any two of the following trials and indicate whether you think they are partisan trials or political trials within the rule of law( Trial of Robert Latimer; Trial of Nelson Mandela; Trial of Louis Riel; Trial of  Chicago 8). Give reasons for your answer.

4.  Harold Garfinkel lists among the conditions for a successful denunciation the following: 

a. “Both event and perpetrator must be removed from the realm of their everyday character and be made to stand as ‘out of the ordinary,.’” 

b. “The denounced person must be ritually separated from a place in the legitimate order-

(he or she) must be defined as standing in a place opposed to it. He(she) must be placed ‘outside,’ he must be made ‘strange.’ “

c. “The denouncer must make the dignity of the supra-personal values of the tribe salient and accessible to view, and his denunciation must be delivered in their name.” 

Discuss whether these conditions have been met in any one of the following trials- the trial of Louis Riel, the trial of Robert Latimer,  the trials of Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka( treat as one trial,) or the trial of the ‘Scottsboro Boys.’ (Hint: you should begin your answer by indicating how you interpret the above quotes .) 

5. Discuss how attributions of remorse or lack of remorse affect the characterization of the defendant in either of the following trials- trial of Robert Latimer or the trial of  Bernardo/Homolka(treat as one trial.) 
Part III - Answer any one of the following two questions- 40 marks-

1. During juristic linguistic production, one accenting (codifying) of the world takes place at the expense of the other- the oppositional variety.” (Milovanovic, in course kit.)

Support, challenge, or qualify this proposition with reference to readings and to the trials contained in the syllabus to this point in the course. Suggestion: you should formulate how you interpret the above proposition.

2. Using the perspectives of Marx and Durkheim, interpret any two of the following trials- Q.v.Riel,  trial of Robert Latimer, trial of Joan of Arc, trial of Nelson Mandela  or trial of the Chicago Eight(as discussed in Schuetz and Snedaker) in terms of how the trial relates to the society in which it occurred. Which perspective offers the better interpretation? Give reasons for your conclusions. (Note: You can discuss the two trials separately and you can argue that one of the perspectives offers a better interpretation for one of the trials while the other perspective is better for the other trial.)      

