Take-Home Exam February 2009
Choose two of the following questions and write an answer three (3) pages in length (300 – 350 words per page, 12 point font, and double spaced) for each.  This assignment is worth 20% of your final grade.  It is due on February 25th.

This assignment asks you to very closely read and analyse the course readings and the lecture notes. In addition, your answers must clearly reflect the discussions of the theories elaborated both in the lectures and tutorials. 

You do not need to use secondary sources for this assignment. You are welcome to use secondary sources but this is not required. 

Your answers must have an argument.  That is, it must have one main point that is clearly outlined in a thesis statement and subsequently clearly demonstrated.  

QUESTIONS: Choose two of the following for your take-home examination:

1. Select two (2) of the following concepts (your choice) used by Durkheim, Marx and Weber in their critical analysis of modern societies. How are the analyses similar? How are they different?  Which analysis do you prefer and why? 

1. Alienation (Marx),

2. Anomie (Durkheim),

3. Rationalization (Weber)

2. Using Weber’s analysis of the three types of legitimate authority, analyze the type(s) of authority displayed in Barack Obama’s Presidency of the United States. Considering that the United State is a state-based society with an advanced rationalized bureaucracy, discuss the leadershipchallenges that Obama should expect to deal with as the political leader of the United State. 
3. Compare and contrast Marx analysis of class and Weber’s analysis of social stratification (class, status and Party).  Which analysis do you prefer and why? 
