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Course description: 

This course deals with the construction, forms and uses of sociological theory, a brief history of theory and the classical tests of some of the great social theorists, and modern developments and current trends in sociological theory. The unifying theme of the course will consist in the sociological analyses of modern society. We will focus on the aspects and problems that the classical and contemporary sociological theorists find crucial for understanding the development of modern social life. For this purpose we will proceed by closely examining the texts of major social thinkers such as Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Freud, Simmel, Merton, Goffman, Foucault, Habermas, and feminist theorists. 

Required Readings: 

The list of the readings for the course will be posted on the course website. It includes full texts posted on the website as well as journal articles available electronically through the York Library system. 

Evaluation:

Participation:



10%

Mid Term Exam:


20 %

October 27 – In Class

Take-Home Exam  


20%

Due December 7
Further instructions on the grading scheme, dates, terms of evaluation, paper and exams format will be provided in the first class and subsequently in the course website.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Lecture and Reading Schedule: Fall Term

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Introduction to the course - September 8
MARX – September 15, 22 and 29 

· An Overview of Marx’s Theory

· Marx’s Concept of Alienation
· Marx’s Critique of Capitalism and Liberalism

Durkheim – October 6, 20 and November 3
· An Overview of Durkheim’s Theory

· Durkheim’s Concepts of Social Integration and Anomie

· Durkheim’s Search for a Moral Basis of Morality in Modern Societies

October 13 – University Closed

October 27 - Mid Term Exam 
Weber – November 10, 17 and 24
· An Overview of Weber’s Theory

· Weber’s Concept of “rationalization” 

· Weber’s Theory of legitimate order and Bureaucracy
New Developments in Sociological theory – December 1
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