1. 
Senate Policy on Academic Honesty 

The Policy on Academic Honesty is an affirmation and clarification for members of the University of the general obligation to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. As a clear sense of academic honesty and responsibility is fundamental to good scholarship, the policy recognizes the general responsibility of all faculty members to foster acceptable standards of academic conduct and of the student to be mindful of and abide by such standards. 

Academic honesty requires that persons do not falsely claim credit for the ideas, writing or other intellectual property of others, either by presenting such works as their own or through impersonation. Similarly, academic honesty requires that persons do not cheat (attempt to gain an improper advantage in an academic evaluation), nor attempt or actually alter, suppress, falsify or fabricate any research data or . results, official academic record, application or document. 

Suspected breaches of academic honesty will be investigated and charges shall be laid if reasonable and probable grounds exist. A student who is charged with a breach of academic honesty shall be presumed innocent until, based upon clear and compelling evidence, a committee determines the student has violated the academic honesty standards of the university. A finding of academic misconduct will lead to the range of penalties described in the guidelines which accompany this policy. In some cases the University regulations on non-academic discipline may apply. A lack of familiarity with the Senate Policy and Guidelines on Academic Honesty on the part of a student does not constitute a defence against their application. Some academic offences constitute offences under the Criminal Code of Canada; a student charged under University regulations may also be subject to criminal charges. Charges may also be laid against York University students for matters which arise at other educational institutions. 

2. 
Senate Guidelines on Academic Honesty

2.1 
Summary of Offences Against the Standards of Academic Honesty 

The folloWing summary of offences is not exhaustive, nor are the definitions provided for each offence confined to the examples cited. 

2.1.1 Cheating is the attempt to gain an improper advantage in an academic evaluation. 

Forms of cheating include: 

· Obtaining a copy of an examination before it is officially available or learning an examination question before it is officially available; 

· Copying another person’s answer to an examination question;

· Consulting an unauthorized source during an examination;

· Obtaining assistance by means of documentary, electronic or other aids which are not approved by the instructor; 

· Submitting the work one has done for one class or project to a second class, or as a second project, without the prior informed consent of the relevant instructors; 

· Submitting work prepared in collaboration with another or other member(s) of a class, when collaborative work on a project has not been authorized by the instructor; 

· Submitting work prepared in whole or in part by another person and representing that work as one's own; 

· Offering for sale essays or other assignments, in whole or in part, with the expectation that these works will be submitted by a student for appraisal; 

· Preparing work in whole or in part, with the expectation that this work will be submitted by a student for appraisal. 

2.1.2 
Impersonation is to have someone impersonate one's self in class, ih a test, examination or interview, or in connection with any other type of assignment or 

placement associated with a course or academic program. Both the impersonator and the individual impersonated may be charged. 

2.1.3 
Plagiarism is the misappropriation of the work of another by representing another person's ideas, writing or other intel/ectual property as one's own. This includes the presentation of all or part of another person's work as something one has written, paraphrasing another's writing without proper acknowledgement, or representing another's artistic or technical work or creation as one's own. Any use of the work of others, whether pUblished, unpublished or posted electronically, attributed oranonymous, must include proper acknowledgement. 

2.1.4 
Improper research practices. Academic research includes the collection, analysis, interpretation and publication of information or data obtained in the scientific laboratory or in the field. Forms of improper research practices include: 

· Dishonest reporting of investigative results, either through fabrication or falsification; 

· Taking or using the research results of others without permission or due acknowledgement; 

· Misrepresentation or selective reporting of research results or the methods used. 


2.1.5 
Dishonesty in publication. It is a violation of academic honesty to knowingly publish information that will mislead or deceive readers. This includes the falsification or fabrication of data or information, as well as the failure to give credit to collaborators as joint authors or the listing as authors of others who have not contributed to the work. Plagiarism is also considered a form of dishonesty in publication. 


2.1.6 
Dissemination of information without permission. Information or experimental data that was collected with a member of faculty or another student, and other works that involved the participation of a faculty member or another student, should not be submitted for publication or otherwise disseminated without their permission. 

2.1.7 
Abuse of confidentiality. Taking or releasing the ideas or data of others that were given with the 
expectation that they are confidential is inappropriate. This includes the ideas or data obtained via
 the evaluation of confidential grant proposals, award applications or manuscripts that will be or may have been submitted for possible funding or publication. Unless one is authorized to do so, it is improper to obtain a password assigned to another or to copy or modify a data file or program belonging to someone else. Proper authorization means being granted permission either by the owner or originator of that material, or by an appropriate faculty member or administrator. 

2.1.8 
Falsification or unauthorized modification of an academic document/record. It is a breach of academic honesty to falsify, fabricate or in any way modify, either through omission or commission, an application to the University or a program, course student examination or test, transcript, grade, letter of recommendation or related document, a degree, a physician's letter/form or any other document used in support of an academic application, record, petition/appeal or endeavor. 

2.1.9 
Obstruction of the academic activities of another. It is a violation of academic honesty to interfere with the scholarly activities of another in order to harass or gain unfair academic advantage. This includes interference or tampering with experimental data, with a human or animal subject, with a written or other creation (e.g., a painting, SCUlpture or film), with a chemical used for scientific stUdy, or with any other object of study,  

2.1.10 Aiding and abetting. Encouraging, enabling or causing others to do or attempt any of the above with intent to mislead an instructor, academic unit, program, office or committee as to a student's academic status, qualifications, actions or preparation, or knowingly aiding or abetting anyone in a breach of academic honesty shall itself be considered misconduct. 

STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO REVIEW THIS POLICY /N /TS ENTIRETY AT: http://www.yorku.ca/secretariatlpolicies/document.php ?document=69
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