YORK UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies
Department of Politics
AP/POLS 1000 6.0 / AP/PPAS 1000 6.0 

Section D
INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS: 

EXPLORING THE DEMOCRATIC EXPERIENCE

Fall/Winter 2020-2021
Instructor: Professor Sergei Plekhanov
Teaching Assistants: 

Joe Fantauzzi (joey2012@my.yorku.ca)

Nuzhat Khurshid (nuzhatkh@hotmail.com) 

Prof. Plekhanov’s office hours: Wednesdays, 15:00-17:00, and by appointment.

Office address: 701 Kaneff Tower, phone: (416) 736-2100, extension 46013, 
email: splekhan@yorku.ca
Course website: http://www.yorku.ca/splekhan/course1000-2410.htm
This course introduces students to the study of politics, covering the basic concepts and terms of political science, the various interpretations of democracy and human rights, and the real-world practices of states. It seeks to help students develop critical awareness of political problems and an understanding of how relations of power and authority permeate most aspects of our lives.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

- Attending one lecture and one tutorial seminar each week.

- Weekly readings from the assigned texts.

- Active participation in tutorial discussions.

- Preparation of 1 reading review and 2 short essays, on topics to be chosen from the lists provided by the instructors. 

- One formally scheduled 3-hour exam after the conclusion of the course (in April 2020, exact date to be set by the University during the Winter term).

GRADE COMPONENTS

Reading review – 10%

Essay 1 – 20%

Essay 2 – 20%

Exam – 30%

Participation – 20% (10% - attendance, 10% - class activity)

IMPORTANT NOTES

#Before preparing assignments, please consult Student Paper and Academic Research Kit: https://spark.library.yorku.ca/
#Academic Integrity. It is a set of conventions that scholars follow in their work, and which generates credibility, trust, and respect within the academic community. As a student, earning a university degree in a fair and ethical way also involves following these conventions: https://spark.library.yorku.ca/academic-integrity-what-is-academic-integrity/
#Students who encounter extenuating circumstances during the term which may interfere with the successful completion of exams or other course assignments should discuss the matter with their tutorial leader or course instructor as soon as possible. Students with physical, psychiatric or learning disabilities may request reasonable accommodations in teaching style or evaluation methods, as outlined in Appendix A the Senate Policy on Students with Special Needs. They should advise the instructor at the earliest opportunity, so that appropriate arrangements may be with the assistance of the Office for Persons with Disabilities, the Counselling Development Centre, or the Learning Disabilities Program. 


REQUIRED READINGS

Mintz, Eric, David Close and Oswaldo Croci. Politics, Power, and the Common Good. An Introduction to Political Science. Sixth Edition. Toronto: Pearson Canada Inc., 2021
Brown, Garrett W., Iain McLean and Alistair McMillan. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Politics,  4th  edition, Oxford University Press, 2018. Available online from e-Resources, Scott Library: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198)

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS
Top York online resources:

Scott Library: http://www.library.yorku.ca/
JSTOR (Journal Storage):  http://www.jstor.org/
Learning Commons: http://www.library.yorku.ca/cms/learning-commons/
Documentaries:

“After Democracy” - http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/after-democracy/
“All Watched Over by Machines of Loving Grace” - http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/all-watched-over-by-machines-of-loving-grace/
“History of World War II: Hiroshima” -  http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/history-of-world-war-ii-hiroshima/
“The Bomb” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qrze43Uchm8
“Is There a Global War Coming?” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwnPgscg0vU
“Climate change: what to expect, and are there really two sides?” -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRQvxLuvtX0
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

The Fall Term

September 15
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

September 22 and 29
POLITICS AND POWER
Required readings:
“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 1
“Politics and Power”, Lecture notes for 1000D, course website

Concise Oxford Dictionary of Politics (further referred to as CODP -  https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198): “politics”, “political science”, “power”, “authority”

October 6 and 20 
THE STATE

Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 2
“The State”, Lecture notes for 1000D, course website

CODP https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
“state”, “sovereignty”, “property”, “legitimacy”, “authority”, “society”, “class”, “feudalism”, “capitalism”, “modernization” 
Additional readings:

Max Weber, Politics as a Vocation - http://www2.selu.edu/Academics/Faculty/jbell/weber.pdf
Joseph Strayer, On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State. Section One. Princeton University Press, 1973, Google Books –

http://books.google.ca/books?id=6jf_zx5n0OsC&printsec=frontcover&dq=origins+of+the+state&hl=en&ei=32SFTKKyNZ_hnQeF9bTFAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEAQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q&f=false
IMPORTANT DATES: 

October 10-16: Fall Reading Week, no classes

Oct. 27 is the due date for the Reading Review.
October 27, November 3 and 10
DEMOCRACY
Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 10
“Democracy”, Lecture notes for 1000D, course website

CODP https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
“democracy”, “bill of rights”, “equality”, “justice”, “freedom of association”, “freedom of information”, freedom of religion”, “freedom of speech”, “majority rule”, “common good”, “representation”, “accountability”, “democratization”

Additional readings:

 “Democracy”. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.   http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/democracy/
John Keane. The Life and Death of Democracy, video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4UVti_nHcI
November 17 and 24  
IDEAS AND POLITICS
Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapters 3 and 4 

CODP https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
“ideology”, “liberalism”, “conservatism”, “neoliberalism”, “nationalism”, “socialism”, “social democracy”, “communism”, “Marxism”, “fascism”, “National Socialism”, “left”, “right –(wing)”, “fundamentalism, Christian and Islamic”, “feminism”, “libertarianism”, “anarchism”, “populism”
Additional readings:

Anup Shah, A Primer on Neoliberalism – 
http://www.globalissues.org/article/39/a-primer-on-neoliberalism#PoliticalversusEconomicLiberalism
“The Political Compass. Find Your Own Place on the Political Spectrum” -

http://www.politicalcompass.org/
December 1
POLITICAL CULTURE
Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 5

CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
“political culture”, “political socialization”, “class consciousness”, “consensus”, “theocracy”, “secularization”
Additional readings:

Huntington, Samuel. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order - https://www.stetson.edu/artsci/political-science/media/clash.pdf
IMPORTANT DATE: 

December 8 is the due date for Essay 1.

December 8
POLITICAL PARTIES

Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 6

CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
 “party organization”, “party system”, “party identification”
Additional readings:

Shapiro, Ian. The Idea of a Political Party. - https://shapiro.macmillan.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/The%20idea%20of%20a%20political%20party%202-25-2020.pdf
“Canadian Political Parties” - https://thecanadaguide.com/government/political-parties/
The Winter Term

January 12 and 19
ELECTIONS

Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 7 
CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
“representation”, “voting”, “participation, political”, “electoral system”, “proportional representation”, “majoritarianism”, “majority rule”, “minority government”, “opinion polls”, “referendum”, “mass media”, “Internet and politics”, “propaganda” 
Additional readings:

“The Electoral System of Canada” Elections Canada, 2011 –

http://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=ces&document=index&lang=e
January 26, February 2
POLITICAL CONFLICT, POLITICAL VIOLENCE

Required reading:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 9

CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198 
“violence”, “terrorism”, “ethnic cleansing”, “genocide”, “coup d’etat”, “revolution”, “non-violence” 

Additional readings:

Thomas Knapp, Politics and Violence Go Hand in Hand. CounterPunch, Sept. 7, 2020 - https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/09/08/politics-and-violence-go-hand-in-hand/
Martin Shaw, Political Mass Killing -

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/Users/hafa3/slaughter1.htm
Clive Stafford Smith, Torture: An Idea for Our Time -

http://www.opendemocracy.net/conflict-terrorism/torture_2749.jsp
February 9 and 23
AUTHORITARIANISM 
Required readings:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 11

CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198
“authoritarianism”, “totalitarianism”, “dictatorship”, “autocracy”, “tyranny”, “populism”, “coup d’etat”, “militarism”
Additional readings:

Allsop, Bradley. Why neoliberal approaches to democracy are detrimental to democratic participation. Democratic Audit, June 12, 2018 - http://www.democraticaudit.com/2018/12/06/why-neoliberal-approaches-to-policy-are-detrimental-to-democratic-participation/
Archibugi, Danielle and Marco Cellini. How dangerous is populism for democracy? Global-E, April 10, 2018 - https://www.21global.ucsb.edu/global-e/april-2018/how-dangerous-populism-democracy
Churchwell, Sara. American Fascism: It Has Happened Here. New York Review of Books, June 22, 2020 - https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2020/06/22/american-fascism-it-has-happened-here/
IMPORTANT DATES: 

Feb. 13-19 is the Winter Reading Week, no classes. 

Mar. 2 is the due date for the second essay.

March 2 and 9
STRUCTURES OF GOVERNMENT
Required reading:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapter 12-15
CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198 
“state”, “public goods”, “public administration”, “public interest”, “welfare state”, “market”, “legislature”, “parliament”, “executive”, “head of government”, “head of state”, “president”, “prime minister”, “cabinet”, “judiciary”, “federalism”, “interest groups” 

Additional readings:

“How does Canada’s system of government work?”. Ottawa: The Parliament of Canada-
http://www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/SenatorEugeneForsey/inside_view/index-e.html
March 16, 23 and 30 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Required reading:

“Politics, Power, and the Common Good”, Chapters 2 and 18

CODP: https://www.library.yorku.ca/find/Record/2376198 
“international relations”, “realism”, “realpolitik”, “sphere of influence”, “strategy”, “diplomacy”, “war”, “empire”, “sovereignty”, Westphalian state system”, “balance of power”, “empire”, “imperialism”, “secession”, “international law”, “international society”, “realism”, “geopolitics”,  “globalization”, “migration”, “dependency”, “development”, “multinational corporation”, “hegemony”, “empire”, “multilateralism”, “terrorism”, “sanctions”, “peace-keeping”, “self-determination”, “secession”, “war”, “militarism”, “military-industrial complex”, “humanitarian intervention”, “war crimes”, “international law”
Additional readings:

Anne-Marie Slaughter. International Relations, Principal Theories. Princeton University.  https://scholar.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/slaughter/files/722_intlrelprincipaltheories_slaughter_20110509zg.pdf
Global Affairs Canada – explore the website:
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/index.aspx?lang=eng
April 6
TRAINING SESSIONS FOR THE FINAL EXAM
APRIL 2021 - FINAL EXAM
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