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Sam’s Life

� [1904] Born in Kingston, Ontario in 1904, 
Samuel J Zacks was educated there.

� [1924] Graduated from Queen's University with 
a Bachelor of Arts in 1924. He did post graduate 
work in political economy at Harvard University.

� [1947] In 1947, Mr. Zacks married Ayala Fleg 
Ben-Tovim, a native of Jerusalem. 

� [1969] He received an honorary fellowship from 
St. Peter's College, Oxford, England in 1969.

� [1970] Mr. Zacks passed away at the age of 66 
on April 26, 1970.



Sam’s Contributions

Sam and Ayala Zacks with Sorel Etrog,1959

� [1938] He helped found the United Jewish Welfare Fund in 
1938 and while working on the Canadian National Ref ugee 
Executive, he was responsible for settling refugees  of all 
denominations in Canada.

� From 1943 to 1949, Mr. Zacks was National President of 
the Zionist Organization of Canada, and was involved  in 
many constructive projects in Israel.

� Mr. Zacks served as Chairman of the Board, Art Gall ery of 
Ontario, from 1966 to 1968 and from then on until his death, 
as Honorary Vice President.



Contributions Continued…

� He was a member of the Board of the International 
Council of the Museum of Modern Art, New York, and a 
member of its Program Committee since 1964.

� In 1964, Mr. and Mrs. Zacks were responsible for th e 
building of an archeology sites museum at Hazar, Isr ael-
The Ayala and Sam Zacks Museum -which houses the 
finds from the excavations on the site of King Solo mon's 
summer palace.

� He was a founder and a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Weizmann Institute at Rehovoth, Isr ael.

� Sam Zacks was active in the World Jewish Congress 
and an overseer of the Jewish Theological Seminary in 
New York.



Sam’s Art Collections

� [1947] Mr. Zacks began collecting works of art with 
Ayala from 1947 onwards.

� In 1963, Mr. Zacks donated a large collection of over a 
hundred Canadian paintings, sculpture and Eskimo ar t to 
Queen's University, Kingston, which became the basi s of 
the Agnes Etherington Art Centre at Queen's.

� Sam and Ayala Zacks donated remainder of their 
collection to the Art Gallery of Ontario and the Ro yal 
Ontario Museum. They also gave a substantial donati on to 
the building fund for the construction of an extens ion to 
the Art Gallery of Ontario which includes the Sam and 
Ayala Zacks Wing .



In Sam’s Memory

� The Sam and Ayala Zacks Chair was established in 19 70 
at Weizmann Institute of Science and Hebrew Universi ty, 
Jerusalem in memory of late Sam Zacks. (result of a joint Hebrew 
University-Weizmann Institute committee established in 1958)

� The Samuel J. Zacks Art Gallery at Stong College, Y ork 
University was dedicated on October 31, 1972 as a 
memorial to the late Samuel J. Zacks . (Through generous donations and 
assistance made by Mrs. Ayala Zacks Abramov, the Gallery is proud to house the Sam Zacks permanent 
collection.) 

� The Samuel J. Zacks Chair of Jewish History was 
established in May 1995 at University of Toronto.

� Samuel J Zacks Scholarship Fund established at Ston g 
College, York University provides two scholarships in 
honor of late Sam Zacks . The fund is donated by Mrs. Ayala Zacks Abramov.



Books Dedicated to Sam

1. “Claude Bissel: A Tribute to the Memory of 
Samuel J Zacks”, University of Toronto and St. Peter’s 
College, Oxford, 1970.

2. “ A tribute to Samuel J. Zacks from the Sam and 
Ayala Zacks Collection.” Pref.: William J. Withrow. 
Catalogue edited by Mario Amaya,  Art Gallery of On tario. 
Toronto, 1971 

3. “Sam Zacks Fifty Paintings”, York University . 1984       
( Printed on the occasion of an exhibition of paint ings by Sam 
Zacks, held at The Art Gallery, Stong College, York  University, 
Toronto, Canada from December 1 to December 14,1984 .)



Paintings by Sam Zacks



Paintings Continued…



Sam’s Art Collections
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“Exploration is Creation”

Sam and Ayala Zacks in their 
Toronto home, 1958.

Claude Bissel in the book “ A 
Tribute to the Memory of Samuel J 

Zacks ”, Oxford, 1970 said: 

“For Samuel J. Zacks, art 
was both question and 

answer, pattern and probe, 
the expression of what is 

known and the exploration 
of what is unknown.”


