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Dr. Veena Das, Krieger-Eisenhower Professor of Anthropology at the Johns Hopkins University, is one of
the most well known social theorists specializing on South Asia today. She is particularly known for her
research on the anthropology of violence, social suffering and the state in South Asia. Amongst her many
works are Life and Words: Violence and the Descent into the Ordinary (California UP, 2006), Critical
Events: An Anthropological Approach to Contemporary India (Oxford UP, 1995); Structure and Cognition:
Aspects of Hindu Caste and Ritual (Oxford University Press, 1977), and the edited and co-edited volumes
Mirrors of Violence: Communities, Riots and Survivors in South Asia (Oxford UP, 1990), Social Suffering

(California UP, 1998); Violence and Subjectivity (California UP, 2000).

Professor Das received the Anders Retzius Gold Medal from the Swedish Society of Anthropology and

Geography in 1995 and an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Chicago in 2000. She is an
Honourary Foreign Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

For more information, contact the York Centre for Asian Research at ycar@yorku.ca or 416.736.5821
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redefine THE POSSIBLE.



