Update on Scott Library 1st Floor Renovations

The Renovation Working Committee has worked with the Facilities department to create a configuration that meets the needs of the staff of the Technical Services departments as well as the requirements of departmental work flows.  The drawing posted on the blog outlines the layout for the all three departments comprising Technical Services and has been reviewed and approved by the Renovation Working Committee.
The area in Room 105 (far left hand side of the drawing) will be populated by Bibliographic Services, including a specific area provided for a Digital Services office.  Ten work stations will be created for staff, and four scanning work stations will be allocated for staff in Digital Services.  A total of 7 offices will be created for Librarians. Some of these offices are designed to accommodate Librarians who will be hired in the future (these yet-to-be hired Librarians may ultimately work in a department other than Bibliographic Services).  All Librarian offices in Technical Services will have walls from floor to ceiling and will have a modern design.  There will be a public phone and coat racks set up, and sufficient space has been set aside for filing cabinets.  In the case of an emergency, staff in Bibliographic Services will vacate the building by exiting through stairwell 143, just to the right of the department on the drawing.

You will also note that the Digital Scanning office (Room 141) cuts into a corner section of the current configuration of the MAP Library.  One of the first stages in 1st floor renovation project will involve relocating the shelving systems, holdings, and walls of the MAP Library to accommodate the new Digital Scanning office.  This work will be done in consultation with Trudy Bodak.
Room 106A (in the middle of the drawing) will be the new location for Monograph Acquisitions.  Nine work stations will be created for staff, and two offices will be assigned to department managers (the offices are the two offices on the left hand side of the department, adjacent to the stairwell).  The compact shelving unit which stores the backlog will be positioned just above where the “Corr 106A” designation is on the drawing.  Similar to Bibliographic Services, there will be a public phone, coat racks, and sufficient space for filing cabinets within the department and in Corridor 103.  In the case of an emergency, staff in Monograph Acquistions will vacate the building by exiting either stairwell 143, just to the left of the department, or by stair 6, just to the right of the department on the drawing.  
Immediately to the right of Monograph Acquisitions is Serial and Electronic Acquisitions.  Serial Acquisitions needs to be positioned at this location in order to handle incoming and outgoing material.  Eight work stations will be created for staff, and two offices will be assigned to department managers (the offices are the two offices on the right hand side of the Monograph Acquisitions department).  Sufficient space has been set aside for kardex, binding, and labeling.  There will be a public phone, coat racks, and sufficient space for filing cabinets within the department and in Corridor 103.  In the case of an emergency, staff in Serial Acquisitions will vacate the building by exiting stairwell 144.  
The Staff Lunch Room is located in Room 107A (immediately to the right of Serial Acquisitions).  The lunch room has a seating capacity of 16 people at any one time, plus 4 additional seats at a counter.  The lunch room will have 3 fridges, a microwave, and some stoage.

Meeting room 107 (located just above Serial Acquisitions) will be a meeting/board room that all departments in the Library can access.  The room is designed to accommodate meetings for up to 24 people.  The meeting room wall that borders onto both Serial Acquisitions and the Staff Lunch Room will be frosted glass, which should maximize the disbursement of natural light into the department.  

Training Room 115 (located below the Serials Acquisition department) is a room that can accommodate training sessions and act as a meeting room.  This room will be bookable by all Library staff.
The plan calls for the refurbishment of the men’s and woman’s washrooms, as well as the building of a new accessible washroom.  The washrooms would be located outside of the Training Room.  A drywall dividing wall will separate the washrooms and Serial and Electronic Acquisitions.
Security access will be controlled by three access doors that will be accessible by security swipe cards.  The main access point into the department will be through door 103 (bottom right hand side of the drawing, to the left of the stairwell going to the 2nd floor).  There will also be an access door near the elevators, which will restrict public access into the staff area.  A third access door will be built in Corridor 103 (near the Reception desk).  The arrangement of the security access doors is designed to allow staff working at nights and weekends access to the Lunch Room and washrooms but not into the Technical Services departments.
Concerning floor treatments, most of the Technical Services Department will be carpeted, except for the Serial Acquisitions, which will have a linoleum finish to allow for the easy movement of material.  The working committee has taken steps to make sure that the new light fixtures in the drawing provide good quality lighting to all staff.  Also, a photocopying and fax station will be built just to the left of the reception area.  The reception area is designed to greet and direct visitors to the department.
At this stage the committee has not determined the assignment of individual workstations and offices.  We will make these decisions in consultation with the departments.  

The drawing and cost estimate for the 1st floor renovations were approved by ULO last week.  The status of the renovation project is being affected by a development that ULO learned about last Friday.  The University has decided to carry out renovations to the Scott Library’s fire safety system in conjunction with the renovation project and they are prepared to fully fund the cost for this project.  
Senior staff members in Facilities are currently reviewing the impact of combining these two projects.  Consideration is also being given to upgrading the Scott Library’s existing HVAC and lighting systems.  All floors in the Scott Library will be impacted if it is ultimately decided to proceed with retrofits to the fire safety, HVAC, and lighting systems.  
Due to this new development, the timing of the renovation project is somewhat unclear for the moment.  We hope to have further information on the timing on all of the renovations projects within the next week and we will pass this information onto you.  ULO would like to begin renovations as soon as possible.  The original timing called for renovations to take place during the summer and fall, with occupancy into the new premises late in 2008.  We are still hopeful that this is the case but we need to have more conversations with Facilities on this.
The Library will follow all Health and Safety guidelines during the renovations.

Please accept my apologies for the delay in providing you with an update on the first floor renovations.  I have been pre-occupied with the 2008-09 budget and the fiscal year end for the past few months.  This shortcoming is my fault, not the committee’s.
Should you have any questions/concerns/comments on the renovations, please feel free to call me in confidence at ext. 88867 or email me at gcumming@yorku.ca.
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