AS/HUMA 3316 3.0 (Fall 2006)

Diaspora and Gender: Black Women’s Writing in the Caribbean, Canada and the United States

Research Essay (30%)

This course argues that the fictional writing of black women in the Americas cannot be read outside of its historical, socio-political and cultural contexts. It also argues that black women’s writing speaks across borders in a critical cross-cultural engagement of black women’s lives and experiences that recognizes both the differences that separate women and the things they hold in common. This assignment requires you to explore the fiction discussed in the course both cross-culturally and within its relevant social contexts as one way of examining the problems and possibilities encoded in the shared experiences of black women in the Caribbean, Canada and/or the United States. 

Define the Research Topic 

You will already have identified the research topic in the Literature Review. Based on your reading of the material used in the Literature Review and your evaluation of the available scholarship, you should now be able to define your research project much more clearly.

To help you write a coherent and persuasive research paper, I suggest you do a draft outline that isolates the themes and arguments you will make and identifies which sources/texts will be most useful in helping you develop each argument. You won’t need to hand in this outline.

Link Your Research Topic to the Fiction 

Remember that the research question has to be explored within the context of the novel or collection of poetry identified in your literature review. In this assignment, the novel or collection of poetry is one of your primary texts. You’ll be expected to show detailed knowledge of your primary source, read it alongside other non-fictional discussions of the research question, and relate the issues it engages to a wide range of references both within and outside the specific boundaries of the course. 

Use the Literature Review to Develop the Research Topic 

The Literature Review has provided a good overview of the research field. Select the sources listed in your review that will be most useful in developing the discussion that arises from the primary text. To provide the most complete analysis, make sure you select a wide cross-section of material that deals both with the primary text and the themes raised by your research topic. At the very least, in addition to the primary source, you must make detailed reference to the following ten sources:

· one full-length book study 

· four chapters in an anthology/anthologies 

· four journal articles 

· one newspaper or magazine article or an interview of the primary text’s author 

These must include two articles or chapters from the course kit.

Make Your Own Analysis 

While the assignment requires you to demonstrate detailed knowledge of the research field and the ability to synthesize and draw on other writers’ criticism and analysis, it also requires you to offer your own analysis. Think of your analysis as contributing to an already established area of research. What new ideas/perspectives can you bring to the discussion? Don’t be afraid to disagree with other writers’ opinions as long as you can support your own position with evidence from the primary or other secondary texts. 

Length: 14-16 pages (3500-4000 words)

Due Date: November 30, 2006

Format: The assignment should be typed, doubled-spaced and have numbered pages. A cover page should include the title of your assignment, your name, and the course director’s name. Choose a title carefully that will suggest the main ideas of your paper. 

Your assignment should also include carefully cited references within the body of the research essay and a works cited page at the end, using the MLA citation style. Refer to MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (6 th edition) for information on how to cite sources in your paper and how to organize the works cited Page. 

Criteria of Evaluation: 

· Analysis based on detailed and careful references to and discussion of the primary text and the eight additional sources specified above; 

· Including a source on your works cited page but not engaging it within 

      the research essay is not good enough. You cannot receive an A or a B+ 

      on this assignment if you are unable to make wide and detailed references 

      based on the guidelines outlined. A well-written paper that falls short of 

      these guidelines is likely to receive a grade of C+.

· Original analysis that carefully takes into account current debates and attempts to expand those discussions by offering new thoughtful and sensitive analysis; 

· An A paper will do this very well; a C paper almost not at all.

· Appropriate use of a controlling idea (claim, thesis statement) with main ideas clearly stated and demonstrated through the use of relevant material; 

· Presence of unified, developed, coherent paragraphs with a clear relationship among the paragraphs; 

  

· Absence of misspellings, sentence fragments, run-on sentences, comma splices and other recurring grammatical errors; 

· While your paper is being graded primarily for its ideas, remember that it 

       will be difficult for me to follow your ideas if your writing is plagued 

       with grammatical errors. Again, a paper with many grammatical errors 

       cannot expect to receive an A or B+. 

  

· Appropriate use of MLA citation style. 

· It is absolutely important that you give credit to all your sources, including        any internet sources even if you are not quoting directly. Failure to do this may be regarded as plagiarism and will be dealt with according to York University Senate guidelines. 

· If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, take the online tutorial—The Academic Integrity Tutorial—available at www.yorku.ca/tutorial 
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