AS/HUMA 3316 3.0 (Fall 2006)

Diaspora and Gender: Black Women’s Writing in the Caribbean, Canada and the United States

Journal/Learning Portfolio (30%)

The Journal/Learning Portfolio gives you the opportunity to reflect on your learning experiences over the progress of this course and to recognize the ways in which your understanding of the issues engaged by black women writers in the Americas will develop and evolve over the next 13 weeks. This assignment will help you chart not only what you have learned, but also how you have learned it. 

You are expected to make short weekly entries into your journal that serve as critical responses to the assigned readings (fiction and non-fiction) and films. These entries should summarize key ideas from each week’s readings, as well as record your own personal responses to the readings and the act of reading, itself. Does the material evoke any strong feelings—anger, disbelief? How do you locate yourself in relation to the issues raised? Can you relate the material beyond the boundaries of the course? Be as specific in your entries as possible. All entries will be treated confidentially and returned at the end of the course. 

Your journal/portfolio should also record your responses to seminar discussions. Approach the class discussions as texts about the themes/issues of the course and then analyze these texts. Include outside discussions that you have had with members of the group, friends or family about related issues. How have these meetings complemented or expanded the arguments and issues in the course discussions and/or materials? 

Remember that this assignment asks you to focus not only on what you have learned but how you have learned. Be sure to include in your portfolio critical examinations of class activities, class discussions, lectures, films, and any other learning opportunities that relate to this course. Provide a critical analysis also of your own participation in the course. How do you learn best? What are the learning situations that excite and motivate you? What challenges you? 

In addition to your weekly entries on the assigned readings and discussion, you are also required to collate any related material and/or information occurring outside the seminar room that connects to the issues raised in the course. For example, make a note of relevant issues in the media; make cross-connections with film, popular music, and other fiction you've read. In short, draw on your own daily personal experiences.

The assignment is open-ended and flexible and you can organize the material in any way you wish. Use this as an opportunity to explore the issues raised in the course in an entirely personal and subjective manner. Be as creative and imaginative as you wish. 

You are required to submit your journal/portfolio by December 7, 2006. Please note that this is a cumulative 13-week project; it is not an assignment for which you can expect a passing grade if you leave working on it until the last weeks of the term. 
