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AIF Category III:  
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Grant Application Form

Submit by:  	Friday, February 5, 2021 by 4:00 p.m. 
(contact your Faculty Dean’s Office for any internal deadlines)
Submit to:  	Office of the AVP Teaching and Learning 
Email: avptl@yorku.ca  

[bookmark: _Hlk496772217]How to Submit 
Applicants must complete the Category III application form.  Supplemental materials should be submitted only if it is essential to the clear presentation of the project/initiative. 

Individual applicants are required to submit their proposals to the Office of the Dean to be reviewed, approved and ranked. The Office of the Dean will then submit the full package to the Office of AVP Teaching and Learning. Each Faculty may have its own internal deadline. Faculty members should consult the Office of the Dean for internal submission deadlines. 

[bookmark: _Hlk20229857]Ranked application packages from the Office of the Dean are to be submitted electronically to the Office of the AVP Teaching and Learning (avptl@yorku.ca ) by 4:00 PM on Friday, February 5, 2021.   

Note: All forms must be co-signed by the Project Lead, Chair/Director (if applicable), and the Dean.  Funding forms that are not signed off by all parties may not be considered.

Funding Priorities
AIF Category III provides funding to full-time and contract faculty members at York to engage in scholarly research on all aspects of teaching and learning at the course or curriculum levels. Funding of $5,000 is available per research project. The grant supports projects that propose a systematic investigation of approaches, strategies, and tools aiming to enhance student learning and/or the student experience. Such projects are informed by the literature, include a research methodology and data collection technique(s), and aim to disseminate results publicly. More information about various forms of evidence-informed teaching practices is available in the Engaged Teaching at York University document.

Priority Pedagogical Support  
Faculty members in receipt of a Category III grant will be provided with in-kind integrated professional development and research support from the Teaching Commons (including individual consultation and the year-long program EduCATE – Education, Curriculum, And Teaching Excellence).  
[image: york logo] 




Funding Support
Faculty members with approved projects will receive a research grant via a Fund 400-York Internal Research Grant.  Eligible expenditures will be governed by the Expense Eligibility Chart under the category of Fund 400-York Internal Research Grants-Other.  Faculty members in receipt of these grants will submit their eligible expenditures for reimbursement through the normal claim reimbursement process as outlined in the Reimbursement of Expense Policy.  

Conditions of Participation in the Research Grant Program

The faculty member must sign an agreement with the following terms.

· Completion of EduCATE – a research project support program facilitated by the Teaching Commons. Beginning in July, EduCATE participants will meet monthly for approximately three (3) hours and be expected to prepare for each session. The aim of EduCATE is to provide support and guidance to SoTL researchers.  Teaching Commons staff will be in touch with you regarding registration and next steps. For more specific information about the EduCATE course please visit: http://teachingcommons.yorku.ca/for-cds/workshops-and-courses-for-cds/courses/educate/ 

· Submit a project report, following a template provided to the grant recipient, in March 2022.

· Participate in the 2022 or 2023 Teaching in Focus (TIF) Conference, York’s teaching and learning conference.

· Where appropriate, agreement to select a Creative Commons license for new or redesigned course or program materials stemming from the project. While ownership remains with the course developer, Creative Commons licenses enable other course directors to use the materials subject to any Collective Agreement terms and/or discussions with YUFA, OHFA or CUPE.   AIF project leads will be provided with support and training to select an appropriate Creative Commons license for their new or redesigned materials. A copy and/or link to the new or redesigned course materials will be deposited in YorkSpace, the digital repository maintained by York University Libraries. AIF project leads will be provided with support and training with making such a deposit. 

Course developers may remove their new or redesigned course materials from the YorkSpace repository after a period of 5 years. Any scholarship and research outputs, such as journal articles, should adhere to York University’s Open Access Policy.   

· Adherence to all financial controls and reporting. 

· Agreement to participate in a future research project related to assessing and improving the AIF program.





AIF Category III:  Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Grant Application Form

	
Faculty Information

	Name of Project Lead(s)
	

	School/Department
	

	Faculty
	

	Contact Information
	Email:
	Phone #:

	Date of Submission
	

	Academic Rank
	

	Employment Status
	☐Full-time   ☐Contract

	
Project Proposal

	Project Title


	

	Abstract
Not more than 250 words, summarize the intent of the project.



	

	Indicate the first priority area that will be addressed through this initiative/ project, if more than one priority area is applicable then rank in order.

	
___ advances eLearning 
___ advances Experiential Education
___ advances Student Success strategies within the curriculum 
___ advances Internationalization


	Applicants
Provide a short description of the each of the applicants’ experience as is relevant to the project.


	

	Literature review
Describe how the project is informed by relevant scholarly work that supports the intended pedagogical aims and methods. Include citations and append a full reference list at the end of the proposal.

	

	Outcomes/objectives
Describe, specifically, the need for the project, its objectives, the significance of the project to the academic unit and/or Faculty, and potential for long-term benefit in a course or program within and/or external to the unit.

	

	Methods or Strategies, Sequence and Timelines Describe as specifically as possible, the nature of the project and the kinds of teaching and research activities that will form the core of the initiative. Include descriptors of the activities and strategies to be applied in the attainment of the objectives, the data collection to be used to document impact, and propose a sequence of events and timeline. The project should be completed within one calendar year of the awarding of the grant (June 2022).

	  

	Evaluation
Describe how you will document the success of the project. Describe a clear method for measuring impact. Ensure that the project assessment methods are related to stated goals. What evidence will be produced to indicate that the objectives have been achieved?

	

	Budget
Provide a budget, including projected costs for personnel (e.g., research assistants, student assistants), and for the acquisition or production of information resources, specialized software, or digital learning materials. Include and identify budget items that will be cost-shared by sponsoring department(s) as well as any donations-in-kind of time or materials. Indicate any matching or other funds you will be applying for, or have secured. Note: Funding cannot be provided for faculty/staff salaries for the applicants.
	

	Plan for Dissemination of Research Findings: This funding program requires the dissemination of the research findings of your initiative. In your request for funding, indicate your plans to share the results of your work, through publications, workshops, seminars, conferences including the annual Teaching In Focus (TIF), or other means.

	

	


Applicant Name (please print)


Signature of Applicant                                                           Date

	


Chair/Director (if applicable) Name (please print)                          Position Title



Signature of Chair/Director (or equivalent)                                       Date
As the Chair/Director, I support this application and confirm that this research project has the support of the Department/School.

	


Dean Name (please print)                                                                       Position Title



Signature of Dean                                                                                      Date
As the Dean, I support this application and confirm that this research project has the support of the Faculty.
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AIF SoTL Project Proposal Assessment Rubric
	Assessment
Criteria
	
	
	
	
	Score

	1. Cover Sheet

	Complete; contains all necessary information
	
	
	
	
Y/N

	2. Descriptive Title

	Succinct and informative
	
	
	
	Y/N

	Assessment Criteria
	5
Excellent
	3
Sufficient
	1
Poor
	0
No Evidence
	Score

	3. Abstract

	Informative and succinct; provides specific details about the educational issue, variables, context, and proposed method(s) of the study
	Relevant, offers details about the proposed research study
	Lacks relevance or fails to offer appropriate details about the educational issue, variables, context, or methods of the proposed project
	Abstract is omitted or inappropriate given the problem, research
questions, and method.
	
/5

	4. Applicants

	Clear and concise description provided of each of the applicants’ experience as is relevant to the project
	Description provided of applicants’ experience as is relevant to the project
	Vague description of applicants’ experience provided with questionable relevancy to the project
	No description provided of applicants’ experience or connection to the project
	/5

	Assessment 
Criteria
	20
Excellent
	10
Sufficient
	5
Poor
	0
No Evidence
	Score

	5. Literature Review

	Clear and thorough introduction; sufficiently grounded in relevant scholarly research that supports the intended pedagogical aims and methods; demonstrates knowledge of issues involved in project; synthesizes recent literature in project area; well organized and engaging to read
	Clear introduction and background; grounded in research that supports the intended pedagogical aims and methods; demonstrates knowledge of issues involved in project; synthesizes recent literature in project area; organized and engaging to read
	Introduction and background unclear; vaguely shows how project is grounded in research that supports the intended pedagogical aims and methods; unclear about knowledge of issues involved in project; fails to synthesize recent literature in project area; lacks grounding in scholarly research that supports the intended pedagogical aims and methods; poorly organized
	Introduction and/or background not provided; literature review is incomprehensible or confusing consisting of articles not related to relevant research

	/20

	Assessment
Criteria
	15
Excellent
	7
Sufficient
	3
Poor
	0
No Evidence
	Score

	6. Outcomes/
Objectives

	Purpose, questions, and design are mutually supportive and coherent; identifies a specific, significant problem by connecting that problem to the literature; states specific, measurable, and testable objectives that will serve to  enhance teaching and learning within the department (teaching unit); outlines potential for transferability and broad application beyond a single course or discipline









	Identifies a relevant research issue with connections established with the literature; states measurable, and testable objectives that will serve to enhance teaching and learning within the department (teaching unit); makes some  reference to potential for transferability and application beyond a single course or discipline
	Identifies a research issue; objectives are too broad, too vague, or not testable; description fails to establish the importance of the problem area; connections to the literature are unclear, debatable, or insignificant; vague or little reference to potential for transferability and application beyond a single course or discipline
	Statement of the problem, its purpose and/or objectives omitted or inappropriate; no connections made to the literature; no reference to possibility of transferability or application beyond a single course or discipline

	/15

	Assessment
Criteria
	20
Excellent
	10
Sufficient
	5
Poor
	0
No Evidence
	Score

	7. Methods or Strategies, Sequence and Timelines 

	Sampling process is reasonable to recruit a representative sample of the population; clear description provided of the kinds of teaching and research activities that will form the core of the initiative; clear descriptions of instruments and observation protocols; procedures are thorough, manageable, coherent, and powerful for generating valid and reliable data; clear distinctions made between researcher and participant actions; procedures are chronological and scheduled for project completion within one year; clear and reasonable strategies presented for seeking appropriate ethics approvals


	Sampling process is adequate to recruit a representative sample of the population; teaching and research activities are identified that will form the core of the initiative; instruments and observation protocols were identified by name and described; procedures are defined, manageable, mostly coherent, and appear to  have potential to  generate valid and reliable data; distinctions made between researcher and participant actions; procedures are chronological and scheduled for project completion within one year; strategies presented for seeking appropriate ethics approvals
	Research design is confusing or incomplete given the research questions and sampling strategy; teaching and research activities are vaguely identified that should form the core of the initiative; description of the instruments (purpose, form, and elements) or observation protocols are confusing, incomplete, or lacked relevance to the research questions and variables; procedures, permission for ethics approval and project timeline are confusing, incomplete, or lacked relevance to purpose, research questions, or sampling strategy
	The context, population, or sample is not identified or described;  sampling strategy is  inappropriate for the research questions; no reference to kinds of teaching and research activities that will form the core of the initiative; instruments and observation protocols for gathering data are not identified by name or described in a meaningful way; validity and reliability information is omitted; no reference to researcher and participant actions; procedures, permission for ethics approval and project timeline are omitted
	/20

	8. Evaluation

	Analytical methods to measure each stated objective are sufficiently specific, clear, and appropriate given research questions, research design,  scale of measurement, and type of distribution; includes detailed description of the data collection, instrumentation, statistical methods, and/or qualitative methods to be used; clearly  and succinctly relates to and shows linkage to project objectives; clearly and succinctly describes instruments and observation protocols included with purpose statements, type and number of items, and type of scores; reasonable evidence of validity and reliability presented
	Analytical methods to measure each stated objective are identified and connected to research questions, research design, scale of measurement, and type of distribution; includes description of the data collection, instrumentation, statistical methods, and/or qualitative methods to be used; relates to and shows linkage to project objectives; describes instruments and observation protocols included with purpose statements, type and number of items, and type of scores; evidence of validity and reliability presented

	Analytical methods to measure each stated objective are partially identified and vaguely connected to research questions, research design, scale of measurement, and type of distribution; description of the instruments(purpose, form, and elements) or observation protocols are confusing, incomplete, or lack relevance to the research questions and variables; vaguely relates to or  shows linkage to project objectives; unclearly describes instruments and observation protocols; vaguely prepared purpose statements, type and number of items, and type of scores; little or no consideration to validity and reliability
	Analytical methods to measure each stated objective are missing or inappropriately aligned with data and research design; instruments and observation protocols for gathering data not identified by name or
described in a meaningful way; evaluation methods not provided or fails to show linkage to project objectives; validity and reliability information omitted
	/20

	Assessment
Criteria
	5
Excellent
	3
Sufficient
	1
Poor
	0
No Evidence
	Score

	9. Budget

	A concise itemized one-page budget with projected costs for personnel and acquisition or production of information resources, specialized software, or digital learning materials; identifies items that will be cost-shared or donations in-kind; identifies any additional funds sought or secured 
	A one-page budget with projected costs for personnel and acquisition or production of information resources, specialized software, or digital learning materials; identifies items that will be cost-shared or donations in-kind; identifies any additional funds sought or secured
	An incomplete budget that is confusing and vaguely connected to the project
	No budget presented
	/5

	10. Appendix: References

	Includes all appropriate citations; a full reference list provided
	Includes appropriate citations; a reference list provided
	Includes some appropriate citations; an incomplete reference list provided
	Inappropriate or no citations provided; no reference list provided
	
/5

	11. Plan for Dissemination of Research Findings

	Describes explicitly and clearly the methods and steps for the plan to communicate project results to York University community and the field; lists specific journals/ publications, conferences, and other relevant opportunities for dissemination
	Describes the methods and steps for the plan to communicate project results to York University community and the field; lists general types of journals/ publications, conferences, and opportunities for dissemination
	Provides some information on knowledge dissemination but too vague or lacks specifics with regard to methods and steps to communicate project results to York University community and the field; commitment to knowledge dissemination unclear may be too vague or lacks specifics regarding the field
	No plan provided for dissemination
	/5

	Total Score: (Maximum 100 Points)
	/100
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