French-Canadian Modernism
Backgrounds:

   I. International Contexts


Industrialization and Urbanization


Realism, Naturalism, and the Social Protest Novel Revisited

   II. Pre-World War II 

The Conquest (1760) and Québec’s Place in Confederation


Conservative Nationalism and La survivance

The Depression


Maurice Duplessis



Urbanization


Industrialization


Anti-Clericalism and the Role of the Church

   III. World War II


Conscription and the World Wars


The Depression and the War


World War II as Crusade

   IV. Modernism in Québec


The Urban Novel


Realism and The Roman de la Terre


Louis Hémon, Maria Chapdelaine (1916)


Images of the Mother



Language: The Québec Vernacular


The Theme: Entrapment

Gabrielle Roy:


Biography


Humanism: The Global Picture


The Modern Vision: Realism and Irony


Feminism and The Position of Women in Québec


Bonheur d’occasion/The Tin Flute (1945)


Realism and Point of View



Setting: St-Henri: The City and the Village



Motifs and Themes




Signs of Poverty




Food, Clothing, Housing




Money, Family, and Relationships: 





The Commodification of the Body




Communication




Plot and Structure




Time: Cyclical and Linear



Characters: Women and Men




The Mother and the Father



The Lovers
For further reading



