Historiographic Metafiction
Definitions:

   Historiography

   Metafiction

   History and Literature
Backgrounds:

   I. Historical Fiction 

Basic Principles

Some Tropes:



Character



History and Drama



War Fiction



Documents and Verisimilitude


Historical Fiction in Canada


Hugh MacLennan, Barometer Rising (1941)


Peter Such, Riverrun (1970)



Rudy Wiebe, The Temptations of Big Bear (1973)




The Mad Trapper (1980)



Michael Ondaatje, The English Patient (1992)



Guy Vanderhaeghe, The Englishman’s Boy (1996)

   II. Postmodernist Revisions

Self-Reflexivity



Language as Medium and Message



The Foregrounding of Artificiality


The Constructedness of Narrative


The Constructedness of Identity


The Constructedness of Gender


Semiotics and Politics



Signifiers and Signifieds



The Poststructuralist Dilemma


The Postmodern Moralist

Timothy Findley:
   Biography

   Views: 


The Author as Witness

   
Evil, Fascism, and the Individual Responsibility

   Fiction and Poetry

   The Wars:


Title


Characters


Themes:



War: Domestic and International



Violence



Sex and Gender



Human and Animal


Techniques:



Symbols and Motifs




The Elements




Animals




Echo Scenes



Documents: The Collage




Subjectivity and Objectivity


Historiographic Metafiction

