“Pale Blue Dot”: Ecology and the 
Environment in Science Fiction
I. Backgrounds:

Humanity and the Natural World:


The Religious Tradition




Spirituality and Animism




The Judaeo-Christian Tradition:





Dominion





Stewardship



“Civilization”: The Natural vs. the Artificial




Agriculture




Manufacturing




Life as “Nasty, Brutish, and Short”




Society and Domestication



Materialism, Colonialism, and Capitalism




The Exploitation of Nature



The Colonial System




Mass Extraction: Raw Materials and Primary Industries



Science and Nature




Understanding and Manipulation




The Enlightenment and the Scientific Age




The Dangers: The Frankenstein Syndrome Again



Romanticism




The Scientific Roots




The Power of Nature




The Love of Nature


The Problems:


Overpopulation




Thomas Robert Malthus (1766-1834)




Population Control and Utopia/Dystopia



The “Population Bomb”


Pollution




The Industrial Revolution




Air, Water, Soil


Species Destruction: 




Habitats, Hunting, and Overkill



Species Extinction: Humans as “Extinction Event”



Deliberate Destruction: Pesticides, etc.


The Science:


Ecology: Species and their Environments



Charles Elton (1900-1990), Animal Ecology (1927)



Rachel Carson (1907-1964), Silent Spring (1962)



The Environmental Movement




DDT: The Ban




The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (1970)


Environmentalism and Ecofeminism: The 1960s+
II. Environmental Science Fiction:


The Natural Environment and Science Fiction


The Sublime Revisited


The Sense of Wonder


Terrestrial Environments:



The Industrial Revolution and Its Responses




Social and Physical Environments




Richard Jefferies (1848-1887), After London (1885)




William Morris, News from Nowhere (1890)



Environmental Disasters




Ward Moore, Greener Than You Think (1947)




John Christopher, The Death of Grass (1956)




J. G. Ballard, The Drowned World (1962)




Harry Harrison, Make Room! Make Room (1966)



John Brunner, Stand on Zanzibar (1968)





The Sheep Look Up (1972)



George Alec Effinger, “Wednesday, November 15, 1967” (1971)



Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)




Cyberpunk and Ecocatastrophe


Environmentalism and the New Utopia




Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia (1974)




Feminist Utopias and Ecofeminism




Marge Piercy, Woman on the Edge of Time (1976)


Extraterrestrial Environments:



Terraforming 




Kim Stanley Robinson, The Mars Trilogy (1993-1999)




Andy Weir, The Martian (2011) and Ridley Scott’s (2015)



Alien Worlds 




Hal Clement, Mission of Gravity (1953)



Frank Herbert, Dune (1965)

