Other Worlds, Other Gods:
Intersections of Religious Faith and Science Fiction
I.  SF: Prophecy and Transcendence

II.  Religion and SF: The Big Questions


General: 




Destiny, Purpose, Meaning


Specific: 



Genesis and Evolution



Special Creation and Aliens



Who Was Jesus?



Good and Evil: Theodicy



Non-Judaeo-Christian

III.  Religion in SF


History:



Science vs. Religion: Verne and Wells



Fanatics and Theocracies



   Robert A. Heinlein, “If This Goes On…” (1940)



   Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)



Science and Religion: New Links


Old Religions in New Contexts:



Edgar Rice Burroughs



H. Rider Haggard



C. S. Lewis, Out of the Silent Planet (1938)



James Blish, A Case of Conscience (1953)



Walter M. Miller, Jr., A Canticle for Leibowitz (1959)



Michael Moorcock, Behold the Man! (1966)



Orson Scott Card



James Morrow, Only Begotten Daughter (1990)




Towing Jehovah (1994)



Robert Charles Wilson, Mysterium (1994)


Ursula K. Le Guin & Doris Lessing: Sufism and Taoism


New Religions:



Robert A. Heinlein, Stranger in a Strange Land (1961)



Donald Kingsbury, Courtship Rite (1982)



Dan Simmons, Hyperion (1989)



Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.: Bokononism



William Gibson: The Church of Elvis


Religious Themes and Imagery:



Aliens as Gods and Saviours




Arthur C. Clarke, Childhood’s End (1950)




The Day the Earth Stood Still




2001: A Space Odyssey




Contact



People as Gods/Gods as People




Theodore Sturgeon, “Microcosmic God” (1941)




Roger Zelazny, Lord of Light (1967)




Pauline Gedge, Stargate (1982)

IV.  SF Religions


Is God an Astronaut?


Are We Gods?


