
 

BeeCon 2025 – Schedule at a Glance 
Note: all times given are in the Eastern Time Zone (Toronto). 

For more information, visit https://www.yorku.ca/bees/beecon-
2025/. 

Day 1 – Thursday, October 16, 2025 (Virtual Presentations) 

#1. 8:30AM – Katherine Chau (BEEc Coordinator) – Introducing BEEc and BeeCon - Day 1 
#2. 8:45AM – Amanda Liczner, Conservation in action: honoring the life and legacy of Prof. Sheila Colla 
#3. 9:00AM – Ben Iuliano, Saving bees or sustaining industry? Challenging neoliberal narratives in North 

American pollinator research and conservation  
#4. 9:15AM – Victoria Campopiano-Robinson, Monitoring bumblebees in Argentina: a citizen science 

approach 
#5. 9:30AM – Ravi Timsina, Social resurrection: social interactions and restoration of disturbed bumble 

bee microbiota  
#6. 9:45AM – Michaela Grossklaus, Detecting bumble bees in the wild using environmental DNA: 

development and validation of a qPCR assay for the endangered Franklin’s bumble bee (Bombus 
franklini)  

10:00AM – Break (30 mins) 
#7. 10:30AM – Shweta, Comparative Study of bee Pollinator Diversity in Two Contrasting Forest Types of 

Garhwal, Uttarakhand India  
#8. 10:45AM – Short Break 
#9. 11:00AM – Maria Agustina Rodriguez, Lacticaseibacillus paracasei B2 isolated from water kefir exhibits 

probiotic potential for use in honey bee feeding  
#10. 11:15AM – Avery Russell, Getting salty: salt addition enhances the quality of low-quality nectar  
#11. 11:30AM – Claudia García-Figueroa, Epigenetics effects involved in the expression of wing beat 

frequency of honeybee queens  
#12. 11:45AM – Annalie Melin, Mapping bee hotspots: Fine-scale patterns of richness and endemism in South 

Africa  
#13. 12:00PM – Terrell Roulston, Unexpected Bee Visitation To Wind-Pollinated Salt Marsh Plants In Nova 

Scotia 
12:15PM – Lunch (1 hour) 

#14. 1:15PM – Jason Gibbs, Cuckoo for cleptos: parasitic bees in the Prairies  
#15. 1:30PM – Danjuma Ahmad Sufi, Impact of Temperature and Relative Humidity on the yield of Honeybee 

Venom (Apis mellifera) Extraction in a Sahelian Hot Semi-Arid Climate, Dutse Jigawa State, Nigeria 
#16. 1:45PM –  Raider Castro-Pino, Diversity and Natural History of native bees of the western amazon 

(Madre de Dios, Peru)  
#17. 2:00PM – Short Break 

#18. 2:15PM – Marisol Amaya-Márquez, Distinctiveness between flower options and the perception of loss 
affect decision-making of honey bees in learning and reversal learning  

#19. 2:30PM – Cory Sheffield, Review of the nomenclature and taxonomy of Megachile (Litomegachile) 
Mitchell, 1935  

#20. 2:45PM – Jennifer Heron, Assessing the conservation status of Canada’s bee (Apidae) fauna 

3:00PM – Break (30 mins) 

#21. 3:30PM – Jaco Visser, A trait-based framework to understand and predict the response of wild bee 
functional groups to anthropogenic landscapes   

#22. 3:45PM – Zoe Bird, Key drivers of bee occupancy and distribution in disturbed montane landscapes 
in Malaysia revealed using multi-species occupancy modelling 

#23. 4:00PM – Jess Mullins, Coupled impacts of variable precipitation and habitat fragmentation on native 
bee assemblages  

#24. 4:15PM – Hongmei Li-Byarlay, Oxidative Stress in Honey Bees and Small Carpenter Bees Across 
Landscapes with Varying Pesticide Residues 

#25. 4:30PM – Samuel Wilhelm, Bee-Plant Interaction Dissimilarity in the Tennessee Cedar Glades  
#26. 4:45PM – Kit Prendergast, Designing Seed Production Areas for Pollinators  
#27. 5:00PM – Katherine Chau (BEEc Coordinator), Concluding Remarks 

https://www.yorku.ca/bees/beecon-2025/
https://www.yorku.ca/bees/beecon-2025/


 

Day 2 – Friday, October 17, 2025 (In-Person Presentations) 
#28. 8:30AM – Katherine Chau (BEEc Coordinator) – Introducing BEEc and BeeCon - Day 2 
#29. 8:45AM – Christopher Starr, Francois Huber: A physiologist out of time 
#30. 9:00AM – Ngoc (Natalie) Do, Morphological and DNA-based attempts to demystify Andinopanurgus 

taxonomy (Andrenidae: Panurginae).  
#31. 9:15AM – Sharron Miller, New records of the American bumble bee, Bombus pensylvanicus, in 

Michigan  
#32. 9:30AM – Brandi Zenchyzen, Shining a light on UV‑fluorescent floral nectar after 50 years  
#33. 9:45AM – Shai Lis, Title: How do Disease and Nutrition Stress Influence Bumblebee Foraging 

Selectivity in the Context of Herbivory?  
#34. 10:00AM - Riya Miller, The effects of serotonin on gene expression and behaviour within a 

facultatively social bee  
10:15AM – Break (30 mins) 

#35. 10:45AM – Elizabeth Clare, Fine-scale temporal dynamics of the honeybee microbiome and foraging 
revealed by airborne eDNA  

#36. 11:00AM – Nadejda Tsvetkov, Annual, Regional, and Weather Factors Affecting the Honey Bee Gut 
Microbiota  

#37. 11:15AM – Phuong (Cindy) Nguyen, Microbial communities across social roles in small carpenter bee 
nests  

#38. 11:30AM – Katherine Lunn, eDNA analysis of cavity-nesting bee ecology 
#39. 11:45AM – Dova Brenman,   Positive selection in the small carpenter bee, Ceratina calcarata 

12:00PM – Lunch (1 hour) 
#40. 1:00PM – Keynote Presentation: Jessica Forrest, Is climate change driving bee population declines 

(and if so, how?) 
#41. 2:00PM – Anthony Ayers, Bee-ing positive: How knowledge, perceptions, and barriers influence public 

actions to help bees  
#42. 2:15PM – – Audrey Khani, Toronto urban roadside bee pollination ecology   
#43. 2:30PM – Lydia Wong, Baby bees in the city: effects of urban land use and temperature on juvenile 

cavity-nesting bees  
#44. 2:45PM – Tanushree Tiwari, Beyond SNPs: Revealing honey bee genetic architecture via small InDels 

3:00PM – Break (30 mins) 
#45. 3:30PM –  Sarah French, Dead bees flying: Mid-season dietary diversity predicts overwintering colony 

mortality in honey bees 
#46. 3:45PM – Nora Romero, Light at the End of the Trees: Final Subgeneric Classification of Liphanthus 

(Andrenidae: Panurginae) Informed by Morphology and Molecules. 
#47. 4:00PM – Fatemeh Shirshahi, Digestive Fate of Thymol, Carvacrol, and Linalool in Bombus impatiens 
#48. 4:15PM – Jada Ripley, Importance of a rare oil bee (Macropis nuda) to the pollination of Lysimachia 

terrestris  
#49. 4:30PM – Lyllian Corbin, Territorial and dispersal tactics displayed in male eastern carpenter bees 

(Xylocopa virginica) with observations on territorial male replacement  
#50. 5:00PM – Katherine Chau (BEEc Coordinator), Concluding Remarks 

 

---- SOCIAL TO FOLLOW --- 
Please meet at the Lounge Space in the Break Room for conversations and snacks! 

York University Student Centre, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, M3J 1P3 ON 


