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Program 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 07, 2025 

8:15am-9:00am Registration and name tag collection 

 
 
 

8:30am-9:00am 
 

Welcome Notes 
Dr. Maleknaz Nayebi-  
Associate Director, CIFAL York ,York University 

 

Dr. Eric Kennedy- 

Director, York Emergency Mitigation, Engagement, Response and Governance Institute(Y-

EMERGE), York University 

9:00am-10:40pm 

Presentations Part 1 

Presentation 1: 9:00 - 9:50 

Speaker: 

Dr. Nnamdi Ndubuka - Medical Health Officer, Northern Inter-Tribal Health Authority 

& 

Dr. Grace Akinjobi - Manager of Public Health, Northern Inter-Tribal Health Authority 

Topic: COVID-19 Mass Immunization in Northern Saskatchewan First Nation Communities – 

Challenges and Successes 

 

Presentation 2: 09:50 - 10:40 

Speaker: Laura Hrdlicka - Public Health Nurse, Lac La Ronge Indian Band, Saskatchewan 

Topic: Enhancing COVID-19 Vaccine Uptake: Mass Immunization Efforts in Northern 

Saskatchewan 

10:40am-10:50am Coffee Break 

10:50am-12:30pm 

Presentations Part 2 

Presentation 3: 10:50 - 11:40 

Speaker: 

Dr. Michelle Driedger - Professor and Head, Department of Community Health Sciences, Max 

Rady College of Medicine, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Manitoba 

Topic: Red River Métis Access to COVID-19 vaccines during the COVID-19 pandemic in 

Manitoba: Missed Opportunities 

 

Presentation 4: 11:40 - 12:30 

Speakers: 

Solaine Laroche - RN, BN, Manitoba Métis Federation 

& 

Ainsley Balkwill - RN, BN, Manitoba Métis Federation 

Topic: Successes and Challenges: Navigating Vaccination for the Red River Métis 

12:30pm-1:30pm Lunch Break 
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1:30pm – 3:00pm Mass Vaccination Simulation Workshop 

3:00pm – 3:30pm Workshop Evaluation and Feedback/Hotwash 

3:30pm – 4:00pm Closing Remarks and Acknowledgements 
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Presentations Part 1 
 
February 07, 2025 – 9:00 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. 
 
Dr. Nnamdi Ndubuka 
 

Dr. Nnamdi Ndubuka, is a public health physician working as a Medical Health 
Officer with the Northern Inter-Tribal Health Authority in northern 
Saskatchewan. He is an Associate Professor at the College of Medicine, University 
of Saskatchewan with a cross appointment at School of Public Health.   
 
As a researcher and public health expert, Dr. Ndubuka is particularly interested in 
the contribution of social determinants of health to infectious disease 
epidemiology including TB, HIV- and HCV-related risk behaviors and public health 
practices. Over the past decade, Dr. Ndubuka has worked collaboratively with 
policy makers, academia, Indigenous communities, and people with lived 
experience on several community-based studies concentrating on the social 
construct of communicable disease-related risks.  

 

Dr. Ndubuka is an advocate of social determinants of health, anti-Black racism, quality improvement, equity, 
diversity and inclusivity. He has a passion for leadership, good governance and research. He has published 
several peer-reviewed articles and presented at various conferences both locally and internationally.  
 

Dr. Grace Akinjobi 
 
Grace Akinjobi is a Manager of Public Health at the Northern Inter-
Tribal Health Authority, where she oversees public health programs 
including COVID 19 which is part of the communicable disease 
program; sexually transmitted and blood borne infections such as HIV 
and Hepatitis C, gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis; TB; Immunization 
and Maternal Health; Infection Prevention and Control; Health 
Promotion; Environmental Health; Epidemiology and various research.  
 

Grace has over 15 years’ experience in public and population health. 
She is passionate about improving the health of the population 
through the development of relevant public health programs using 
best practices, health promotion/education and putting in place healthy public policy. Grace participates in the 
development of several strategies aimed at the care and prevention of infectious diseases, COVID 19 inclusive. 
Her research interest focuses on improving the health outcomes of Indigenous community members, health 
system, equality and equity. As a result, she has collaborated with First Nations communities, Saskatchewan 
Health authority, Indigenous Services Canada (ISC), University of Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Health, Saskatchewan Cancer Agency and Public Health Agency of Canada amongst others to work on public 
health programs and research. Research participated in include but not limited to Sexually Transmitted and 
Blood Borne Infections, Tuberculosis (TB) Infection, Immunization, and COVID infection. 

 

  



5 
 

 

Laura Hrdlicka 
Laura Hrdlicka is a dedicated Registered Nurse and Public Health Nurse serving 
the Lac La Ronge Indian Band Health Services for nearly six years. An Indigenous 
woman from the Fond Du Lac Denesuline First Nation, and having grown up in 
La Ronge, SK, Laura has a deep connection to her community and is passionate 
about supporting the health and well-being of Indigenous people. She is a 
strong advocate for bridging the gap between healthcare and the adversities 
faced by Indigenous communities, working hard to ensure equitable access to 
quality care. 
 
Laura has a profound love for public health and is committed to helping people 
lead healthier lives through an upstream approach in healthcare—addressing 

root causes to prevent illness and promote overall wellness. 
 
In addition to her impactful nursing career, Laura is an entrepreneur, a proud mother of two boys, and a fitness 
enthusiast. She believes in leading by example, balancing her professional and personal life while inspiring 
others to embrace health and resilience. 
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Presentations Part 2 
 
February 07, 2025 – 10:50 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
Dr. Michelle Driedger 

S. Michelle Driedger, PhD, is a Professor and Department Head in Community Health 
Sciences at the University of Manitoba, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 
the Social Sciences Academy, and a former Tier II Canada Research Chair in Health 
Risk Communication. She is also a proud Red River Métis  citizen working in full 
partnership with the Manitoba Métis Federation Health and Wellness Department 
in Métis health research. She is a leader in decolonizing and partnership-based 
research focusing on the science and practice of effective risk communication under 
conditions of uncertainty. She studies how trust in public health and primary care 
providers may be fostered by examining public perspectives on the credibility of the 
source of the communication, what recommendations are communicated, and how 
members of the general population and Métis citizens make decisions to accept (or 
not) those recommendations to protect themselves and their families. She 

examines these issues using different case studies with an intersectional lens regarding gender, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic conditions, and systemic racism from colonial experiences of Indigenous Peoples, like the Red 
River Métis. She brings a wealth of experiences in evaluating public uptake of public health recommendations, 
including vaccines, during pandemic H1N1 and COVID-19. 

 

Solaine Laroche 
 
Solaine Laroche is a dedicated Community Nurse with the Manitoba Métis 
Federation, a loving mother, and a proud Red River Métis Citizen. With a 
background in emergency nursing and a deep commitment to her community, 
she combines her professional expertise with her personal experiences to 
advocate for equitable healthcare. Solaine is passionate about breaking down 
barriers within the healthcare system and ensuring that care is accessible. Her 
career is driven by the goal of fostering meaningful change and improving health 
outcomes for underserved populations. 
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Ainsley Balkwill 

Ainsley Balkwill is a dedicated and passionate individual who works to make a positive 
impact on the health and well-being of the Red River Métis population. In addition to 
her role as a Community Nurse, Ainsley has taken on the responsibility of Clinical 
Manager at the Manitoba Métis Federation. This position allows her to leverage her 
passion to have a broader impact on healthcare initiatives and programs for the Red 
River Métis Community.  

As a proud Red River Métis Citizen, Ainsley embodies the values of her heritage and 
uses them as a guiding force in her work. She is an advocate for Red River Métis health 
and remains committed to advancing innovative and inclusive healthcare solutions for 
Citizens. 
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Exercise Feedback and evaluation 
 
February 07, 2025 – 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Mass Vaccination Exercise 

Exercise Leader 

Francesco del Carpio 
Francesco del Carpio is the Operations Coordinator at CIFAL York, working to 
support the activities and initiatives of the centre in alignment with its vision, 
mission, and objectives. Francesco holds a Master’s Degree in Disaster and 
Emergency Management from York University’s School of Administrative 
Studies. He is currently pursuing an Advanced Certificate in Terrorism Studies 
from the University of St. Andrews’ Handa Centre for the Study of Terrorism and 
Political Violence. His areas of focus are terrorism studies and Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Disasters. 
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Location and Direction Information 
 
ADERSIM EOC, Basement, Schulich School of Business, 
 
111 Ian MacDonald Blvd., Toronto, ON, M3J 1P3 

 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/M7MiZajBNEqyypSW6 
 

 
 
If you need more information, please contact Francesco at 647 459 3346 or fdcarpio@yorku.ca 
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/M7MiZajBNEqyypSW6
mailto:fdcarpio@yorku.ca

