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Even if the issue of metropolitan governance seems no longer to be on the political agenda, it does not mean that it is not occurring. According to Paul Kantor (2008), even if political cooperation within city regions is not up to the expectative of urban theorists, local governments tend to cooperate without necessarily being involved in institutional changes: “Local governments have other ways of pulling together for compelling metropolitan-wide objectives”. 

The way of interacting between cities and suburbs count on diverse “pluralist, associational and macropolitical varieties of political coordination”. Even though, I think that these solutions can overcome some of the coordination problems faced by local governments in metropolitan contexts, they often open the door to a reinforcement of an elitist vision of local politics. 

Thus to what extent does such a vision can be challenged by introducing principle of deliberative governance? In order to answer this, I will examine recent developments of the literature in the field of metropolitan governance comparing its results with what has been claimed in reference to principles of deliberative democracy. In other words, can deliberative democracy bring in pertinent elements that help to democratize local politics?     
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