
C R E A T I N G 
M E M O R Y

A Guide to Outdoor Public  
Sculpture in Toronto

John Warkentin
York University

about the author…

John Warkentin taught geography for over three decades 
at York University in Toronto, and before that in Mani-
toba, and brief ly in Newfoundland and Greenland. An 
historical, cultural and regional geographer, he has pub-
lished extensively on the geography of Canada. For many 
years he has been a student and observer of the rural and 
urban landscapes of Canada, particularly on the impact 
of humans on the land. A native Manitoban, he has been 
a resident of Toronto since the 1960s, and f irst knew the 
city in the 1950s as a graduate student at the University 
of Toronto.

ORDER FORM
Photographs, Maps, Graphs, 25 x 20cm

356 pages + xii 2010 ISBN 978-0-919387-60-7
Price $ 32.50

Fill out our online form, or print clearly below and mail-in.

Name:  ____________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________

City/Prov:  ____________________________________

Country/PC:  ____________________________________

Phone / Fax:  ____________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________

Copies: _________ 

@ 32.50 ea = _________

GST _________ ($1.63 each)

Total _________

☐ I have included a cheque.
All major credit cards are honoured. See Becker Associ-
ates’ website to make online purchases. Institutions wish-
ing to be invoiced should fax their purchase orders. USA 
and International members please remit these amounts 
in US funds.

(As of January 2010)

Single Orders  
and Institutions

Becker Associates  
10 Morrow Avenue, Suite 202  

Toronto, Ontario M6R 2J1

Tel 416 538-1650 Fax  416-489-1713 
www.beckerassociates.ca/creatingmemory 

Email: info@beckerassociates.ca

Retail Trade
York University Bookstore 
York Lanes, 4700 Keele St. 
Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3 

Tel 416 736-5024 Fax  416-736-5733 
www.bookstore.yorku.ca 

Email: bookstor@yorku.ca 



 Figure 1 Chronology By Year
Sculptures, Monuments and Important Markers 

From Before 1860 to 2008
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Over 60 Images, Maps and Graphs about the book…

Toronto has over 600 public outdoor sculptures, works 
of art that provide a sense of the rich variety of life and 
work in the city, its peoples, cultures and aspirations. 
Interest in commissioning public sculpture began slowly 
in the nineteenth and early twentieth century, but in-
creased rapidly after the 1950s.This is a book about the 
sculptures and how they disclose the city to itself.

Creating Memory’s two introductory sections examine 
the factors behind this expansion over time and the 
changes in style as one generation of sculptors succeeded 
another. It looks at the reasons behind the changes as 
sculptures were conceived, sculpted and erected. More 
than 10 categories of sculptures are defined and dis-
cussed, including Founding the City, Natural Environ-
ment, Immigration, Ethnic Groups, Economic Activi-
ties, Disaster and Calamity, War And Conf lict, Leaders, 
Ordinary Citizens, Community Life, and Works of the 
Imagination.

To describe the sculptures in their setting, Toronto is di-
vided into three main axes and over 25 districts, cover-
ing the major concentrations of public sculpture across 
the city. Thirty three maps show the location of every 
major sculpture. Each one is described, including its di-
mensions and the name of the sculptor, usually in the 
context of the local area, and its purpose. All inscrip-
tions are reproduced as closely as possible. Thirty full-
page photographs, taken especially for this book by Noe-
mi Volovics, provide a glimpse of the range of sculptures 
in the city.

Through Toronto’s sculptures the character of the city 
and its local communities, and many facets of Canadian 
life, are remembered and revealed in distinctive ways. 
Creating Memory provides a new and very human per-
spective on Toronto, its history and its local geography.

Map 21 Yonge Street—Sheppard Avenue and Finch Avenue Area
1 Dwell (2002) Robin Collyer
2 Time Cone (1996) Brad Golden and Lynn Eichenberg
3 [Fountain] (1977) Nabuo Kubota
4 Unlimited Conception (1991) Misha Frid
5 The Entrance Gateway to Mel Lastman Square (1995) Ron Baird and 

Lynda Baird
6 The Dance (1998) Robert Sprachman
7 Green Between (1994/99) Peter Hide
8 Mourning Victory (1989–97/1999) Peter Hide
9 Tempo (2004) Paul Kipps and Colette Whiten
10 one hundred links equals one chain (1998) Stephen Cruise
11 Timetrack (1999–2001) Millie Chen and Warren Quigley
12 The Empress Colonettes (1998) Randy and Berinicci
13 Two Waves (1988) Burton Kramer
14 Dormez Vous? (2008) Alexander Moyle


