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This talk, based on my most recent co-authored publication, provides a contextual analysis of Kenya’s Dadaab refugee camps through a discussion of the historical and political contestations over belonging, economic resources, and the Kenyan state’s regional role. In doing so, I highlight the ways in which life in the camps is not merely a state of exception but is characterized by a complicated and dynamic socio-economic and political relationship between refugees, host communities, humanitarian agencies and the host government. Refugees come to the camps for the protection and life chances these offer and enhance. However, refugees, especially Somalis, are also limited by their encampment and securitization by national refugee policies and the global ‘war on terror.’ My talk discusses this duality of camp life, the implications of refugee policies for those living within the encampments, and why humanitarian and educational actors should take an inclusive approach that attends to the needs of both refugee and host communities.


