Removing Racial Lenses on African Migration to Europe:
Abstract 
The current migration of Africans to Europe and North America evokes trepidation and fear among citizens of European countries and their counter parts in the Americas.  The migration discourses, even though not objective since much of it punctuated by racially laced myths, continue to frame and condition migration policy responses and governance (Andersson, 2016:4). What Landau calls “moral panic” is at the foundation of this discourse (Landau, 2019: 167).  While it is true a sizable number of migrants are fleeing political persecution and violence in their home countries, a big proportion is perceived to be looking for economic opportunities (greener pastures) to better their lives and that of their kin (Adepoju, 2000).  While this may be the case, the dominant narratives of failed states and debilitating poverty as the drivers of migration ignore the possibilities that it could be similar economic and social transformations that caused European migration to Africa and other parts of the World in the 19th Century (Betts, 2010). Among other contention in this piece, we argue that socio-economic transformation and not poverty per se are the main drivers of African emigration not dissimilar to what Europe went through in the 19th Century.  Evidence suggests that people in rapidly changing economies are more likely to migrate compared stable economies. This contribution is divided into following sections. First it traces some of the epoch international migration periods and how the socio-economic transformations that triggered them. The second examines theoretical explanations for better grounding of the migration discourse. The third part discusses the current emigration trends from Africa to other parts of the world. The fourth part engages with the so called migration myths that condition EU policies towards Africa migrants and the final parts offers a reflection on the facts of African migration.
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