
Horrid Invisibility: State Terrorism, Hidden Displacements, and the Suffering of Oromos in Ethiopia
In this joint presentation, we highlight the horrid invisibility of state terrorism against Oromos in Ethiopia. The greater Horn of Africa region is currently experiencing unprecedented crisis of forced displacements as confounded by the twin forces of human atrocities and environmental disasters. However the region suffers from endemic invisibility due to lack of media attention. While Oromos share this endemic invisibility with other peoples of the region, in addition, they are particularly targeted by horrid invisibility due to intense disinformation. 
We draw on interdisciplinary critical approaches to examine how intricate economic and sociocultural relations of power end up in political violence, and how these processes systematically produce refugees and violent internal displacements. We set out by positioning our analysis within the broader global processes producing forced displacements in the Horn of Africa region and then zoom in on the predicament of Oromos in Ethiopia. 
We critically analyze publicly available information, including selected reports of human rights organizations, community resources, scholarly articles, and social media outputs. We tap into unconventional data sources to highlight the invisibility of state terrorism and hidden atrocities that produce forced displacements ignored by the media. We also go beyond such invisibility and examine the intense disinformation unleashed by state and state-aligned media to demonize and disenfranchise Oromos. We discuss this as the politics of reversal that distorts the identity of the people and paint them as monsters with the extreme negative visibility we call horrid invisibility. 
Throughout our discussion, we tease out three themes in some depth. First, we provide the historical targeting of Oromos within the broader global and local relations of power. Second, we discuss a series of state violence used for the politics of reversal that came to life through intense disinformation that escalated with the current government. And third, we offer our emerging insights as a series of recommendations for government, nongovernmental organizations, policymakers, and practitioners working with refugees and internally displaced persons.

