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Abstract:   What about the Girls? Putting Gender in the Frame
Conflict displaced youth as a group experience multiple traumas and losses. This conflict displacement experience is often theorized as having 3 phases. Pre-migration, during migration, and in host countries. This process of displacement is full of traumatic experiences, but these experiences don’t impact all displaced youth equally. Refugee girls face unique challenges and stressors that should be uniquely studied and addressed. Gender-based violence (GBV) and denial of access to resources are two issues that uniquely impact girls and women. For example, girls are not often able to access education even in refugee camps due to family responsibilities and cultural norms that keep girls sequestered at home. Girls also express psychological distress and posttraumatic stress symptoms differently ((Ainamani et al., 2020).  Programs and services that support conflict affected youth might not recognize distress in girls if they are not paying attention to gender differences among this population. Finally, girls are uniquely impacted by the threat of gender-based violence and its negative mental health sequelae ((Kwiringira et al., 2018).  
There is an urgent need to fund research projects and programs that build knowledge about the unique experiences of conflict impacted girls and women so that they can be supported effectively.

REFERENCES

1. Ainamani, H. E., Elbert, T., Olema, D. K., & Hecker, T. (2020). Gender differences in response to war-related trauma and posttraumatic stress disorder–A study among the Congolese refugees in Uganda. BMC psychiatry, 20(1), 1-9.
1. Kwiringira, J. N., Mutabazi, M. M., Mugumya, F., Kaweesi, E., Munube, D., & Rujumba, J. (2018). Experiences of gender based violence among refugee populations in Uganda: evidence from four refugee camps. Eastern Africa Social Science Research Review, 34(1), 291-311.


