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Falling Sky Studio

PLAYING FOR REAL
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Falling Sky Studio unveils a process of self-discovery 
summed up in the art of Mystery Painting
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The premise is simple:
let youth develop their own approach to life through play
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Canadian Artist Paul Hogan, offers instruction
in how to adapt Mystery Painting to any situation,

in any part of the world, by cultivating imagination in a 
fear-fraught digital age.
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In prayer and at moments of restful ease, we see 
ourselves blessed by the beauty of the world.

We walk with beauty all around us.
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These days, however, there are problems.
The sky itself seems to be falling.
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Now we face our demons: climate warming and
environmental devastation, global pandemics,

the rise of authoritarian government,
migration of refugees,

war of the rich against the poor,
and ceaseless, restless consumption.
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Our screens promise us we are always connected, but they 
steal our attention until we are deeply connected to nothing.
We forget who we are. We live in a time of spiritual blackout.
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Obstacle can be blessing, crisis can be opportunity, 
just as it was in Sri Lanka during the decades-long war 

there and and tsunami of 2004.
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Over 100,000 people died in the thirty-year war
in Sri Lanka with the civilian population caught
in a vice between government, pro-government

and anti-government forces.
35,000 people died in the tsunami on

December 26, 2004. 
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Children on the east coast of Sri Lanka sought sanctuary 
and solace in weekly workouts at the Butterfly Peace 
Garden of Batticaloa during the tumult of these times.
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The Butterfly Peace Garden transformed the
children’s lives, breaking through adult stereotypes

and top down political preconceptions.
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Butterfly Kids helped bring positive change to
their communities - Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist and 
Christian – simply by doing what children do best, 

playing for real. 
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Through the inspired animation of local and 
international artists the inner resources of children

were brought to bear on the outer emergency of war. 
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Play is the default setting for human learning. The 
spontaneity of improvised comedy and artistic
creation helped restore the children’s courage,

laughter and love for one another. 
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Within their images, stories and theatre the children 
discover the magic lightning rod of free, unrestricted 
imagination. The Earthwork, Artwork and Heartwork 

practices of the Garden Path help heal broken hearts.
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Non-traditional clowns, or komalis, were the teachers
at Butterfly Peace Garden. They used ritual, art and 

theatre as a catalyst for change.
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As long as they were completely unhinged and 
ridiculous, the komalis had no problem inspiring kids

to create their most preposterous performance.
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Following the success of the Butterfly Peace Garden,
the Monkey’s Tale Centre for Contemplative Art and 
Narration was established to teach art students and 
social animators enhanced imagination techniques
and communication skills through the practice of 

Mystery Painting.
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Mystery Painting is a contemplative practice that 
combines silent meditation with art, story creation

and dialogue. 
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Mystery Painting allows us to give form to the unconscious 
energies and impulses that direct, or misdirect, our lives.
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Through cultivation of intuition and imagination Mystery 
Painting allows us to better see what we care about 
and leave behind that which smothers and ensnares 

us.
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Through cultivation of intuition and imagination Mystery 
Painting allows us to better see what we care about 
and leave behind that which smothers and ensnares 

us.
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Other rituals developed in the Out-of-the-Box 
Curriculum in Sri Lanka can also promote the process 

of self-discovery initiated through Mystery Painting.
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In Sri Lanka Mystery Painting also opened new doors 
of perception for young boys in prison, wounded 

soldiers, young women in domestic shelters, homeless 
street kids and the odd monk.
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In Cambodia, Mystery Painting helped animators at the 
Mango Tree Garden better understand the role of 

creative process in healing trauma among children 
affected by the Khmer Rouge genocide.
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Back in Toronto, Falling Sky Studio carries on the legacy 
of the Garden Path by nurturing creative community life 

here through practice and cultivation of the arts.
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Dreams without goals are just dreams.
They soon fade away.
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The work of the Garden Path is to dream aloud playing 
for real together, helping realize dreams of justice

and equality for all.
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Through generosity of spirit and the communal practice of the 
arts we find a way back home to the heart of our common 

humanity. We learn to walk in beauty again.
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The Falling Sky Studio is now open for business. Please 
come paint with us. Before the sky falls. And don’t worry. 
Even if it falls there will be a tiny hole to get out through.

      We’ll show you where to find it! 
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