GENERAL AMERICAN vs. CANADIAN

There(@relhany(featuresiofiGeneralAmericani{GenAm)(@nd(Canadian{Cdn)(Speechthat(@reMerysimilar.
However,[@slhost[CanadiansibelievelthattheyldomotiAave anldccent, itisimportantthatiwelbokIdt
predominantCanadian(Speechpatternsi@ndryfolisolate thembeforewelattempt@GenAmldccent.[As
most[Canadian(dctorsiwill@ttest,dgoodGenAmdccentlislinvaluablefoladareerihMV@ndilmlhthis
country.tsimportant(footehatWSproducersiworkinglihthisidountryhiavedfendencyiodssumelthat
Canadian(based(dctors(havelihcorrectSounds,éveniwhenltheyldomot,[So[SomelSensitivity(fothe(fears(of
thelproducers,[@ndlthe(paranoialthatimay@omeWiththemisimportantforiworkingiSuccessfullylihithe
Made-for-US-consumption(tarket.

A Note on Canadian Raising

CanadianRaisinglishemostiwell knownfeaturel0f[Cdn(Speech,happeningbothidoniwords6ftheMOUTH
andBRICEIexical [Sets. Mt simportant(folrecognizehattheseSounddhangesioccurldnly before a voiceless
consonant,Tatherthanbefore(d voiced[dne. Examples(are:uouth, shout, out, about, house; price, right,
like, ice, life, ripe. MtiSUsefulEodontrastithesekindsofiwordsiwithEheir[dounterpart,iwherelthe
diphthongisfollowedbyldNoiceddonsonant:

albow about
bowed[(bent(atthewaist) bout
loud lout
mound mouse
mouthel{verb) mouth
sound south
tolAouse house
plow pout

TheMoun, flower, SoundsToundlihtheouth.”

Getldut[offown, BySundown!

TheBrownldowWent(folthe Soushhounddolpousr.

AllbudlshourWentldbout thelhouseWhentheldatfound@touse,@Andpounced.
ThelstoutroutSwamisbuthldboutthehouth0fthelriver.
Theldlownfound(the[ibustWas(@rouz, [@sBeWaspoundedidbouttheouth@ndsnousfrom
withoutBy@louselof@lbut.

Dies dice
Twine twice
Alive life
Lies lice
Confide fight
ride right
Mine Mike
Denied[ night
Pied pipe

“Bentencesf@reByMianeRitbladoEnddohnMlelles.



Irishi8yes(dre(SmilingBGrightly.
It'sighttime,[@nd(that’siMofimefoBelihthisdeighborhood!
Mikellled(dvicelthatislZfeWasipelfor(strifeland(@lfght.
Theldruditelibriter’sidonciseldiatribeWaskeld&nifelthatisnipesatfoliteladvice.
Iflyoulride(dBikelOn(ice atlight, Joulhight[provide@drisisihyourfe.

GOAT and FACE Lexical Sets
Theselwords,ih[Cdn,EendlfoBelmonophthongized{madelintolpureiowel),@speciallylihthorelfuralOr
working(dlassidccents.[Americans(thinkoflthisiasitheTFargo"dccent0fMinnesota, theDakotas@ndpart(of
Wisconsin.InGenAm, the[GOAT IexicalSetendsioBelquiteldnrounded,au] whilehe[FACESetfends
toDelthore@penler], comparedCdn's [e1].

(a)[Soap,Doat,0ak, Moach, [Ibaf,[@ath, (a)(Tape, late, [dake, [Safe, [Base,

road,Tbathe, [doal,[Foam, [Iban, [Boast, [oax, .. .; babe,fade, Mague,@ge, Wave, [Bathe, [draze,
note,fope, (ibke, Both, [gross, name,[hane, Vale,

robe, [ode, [fogue, [@rove, [lothe, [Fose, change,Waste,[..[}]

hole,[iome, [fone, taper,[Bacon, [Mature, Station, (Tady, [faven, lihvasion,
so,mo, oe, foe,[don't,fost, bass({in(thusic),[gauge, aol/jail,

noble,[@cean, @xplosion, foly,.[T] crépe,fete, Bouquetl]

brooch, Beau,dauche, [Mauve
(b)Wvait, faith, [laice, @itch, Maid, Mail, main, faint, . .,

(b)Bowl,[@wn,Tow,[Rnow,Grow,[Gwe,[Owen, .. .; day, [Play,(way, drey/gray,]..;
soul,[oultry,[hould/mold,Shoulder, .. .; rein,eil,[Beige, feint, (1. .;
colt,[Rolster,[0ld,Bold,Soldier, . ..; they,ihey,[0bey,[]..;
roll,Scroll,@ontrol,...; weigh,Meight, 8ight, [Straight,[J... ]
sew,[dough,though, @lthough. reign,[dampaign,deign,d..;

(c)@reat, [Steak, Break, yea.

FATHER, LOT, THOUGHT Merger
ThebackNowelslih[Cdn(Speechl@remergedlihtoldoneSound, WsingheJla]Mowel.TherelhaybelSome
usagelofldimildersion(oflo]ihiwords(likethrong," But(thisisNeryhild.[Comparethaw, thought,
throng,throb"3-[doltheyldllSharethelSameowel?[GenAmIislihconsistentionthisione;dialecticiansiargue
thatinolonelcan(agreeldniwhat(defines[GenAmIpartlyBecauseofthisariability. [tis[€asiestfor[Canadians
workinglih[GenAmberelylhaintaintheiriherged(exical[Sets,[@ndnotiworrydboutlit. However, [it(is
importantfoKnowthatAmericansfrom(Easternistatesigenerally(iave atleastfwoSetshere, fypicallyd
mergel0f[BATHERENLOT,with@horeounded, But(still fairly[@penMHOUGHTIgroup.

R-Coloured Diphthongs
Cdnlmay(differfrom[GenAmbyhavinghoreldlosedersions(ofitheseldiphthongs, thoughlthisisdypically@
morelfural@rworking(dlassiersion[ofthe[Cdn(dccent.[Tontrast:

LexSet GenAm Cdn

NEAR > i

SQUARE e e

CAR az aa- (Atlantic[Canadalonly)
FORCE/NORTH o> 0o

CURED 3 02 U+ 09 U3 3+

(sure, pure, dour, lure, tourist, etc. areffrequentlythergedWwith FORCE/NORTHIGrMURSE)



TRAP
Cdnl@ndGenAmiSpeakersieedfobeWary(dfinasalization,@speciallyiwhenTRAPWords[endlihiamnasal
vowel,[Suchi@s:ldan, can't, jam, ham, handle, sandwich, sample, angle, hang, rang, sang. Infhese
words, there(isldfendencyfowards@nglidingfrom [1], resultinglih(l'ae],@Sound(Similarfotheoman
taking(Speech(lessons(ihiSingin' in the Rain: "I can't stand him".

"-orr" WORDS

AlSubset(offtheMORTHI{exical [Setfor[Canadians(arewords(likesorry, tomorrow, borrow, horrible, etc."
In[GenAm,[theseords(@relihtheMOT lexicalSet.[Since[Canadiansave(@tendencyiol@pologizelallot,
masteringthelpronunciation(oflsorry [Solthatlit[Soundslikesari"[danimakeldbigdifferencelin@Canadian
actor'sllife. Notefthatthereldre[Somelords,likeCorange, oracle, horrid, florid, Florida, torid, etc."That
don'tld/waysiaketheOTSound(change.TypicallyfheseldronunciationsdccurihtheHasternpartiofithe
US.[ThisldanBefrustratingo@Tdn(dctor, @s[@USIdirector@ndproducerieamimight(disagreednlthe
correctiwayolpronouncethesewords.Veryldonfusing.

(c)@rigin,[@regon, [Oratory, [Orator, [Brange, @uthority,
borrow,[dategorical [orrelate, [doroner, [doral,
florid,Blorida, florist, forin, [Mistoric(all),
borrid,Borrible,[thajority, Borrify,Borror,
metaphoric(al),horrow,
Morris,[Moral,Norwich, [orridge, thetorical,Sorrel,
moribund,...[]

sorrow,tbmorrow,Sorry,
Laurence/Lawrence, Taurel, Taureate,”

quarrel, Quarry,Warrant, Warren, Warrior, Warwick.*

Other Word traps
Naturally,thereldrelhanywords(thatiAmericans(dseWhich(@reldifferentlin[Canada. [Asidefromhe[use[0f
"huh"linstead(0feh" [there(@relhany(@xpressionsithat@reard(@opickp.[@nelStandsTon(line"Mather
thanDinline,"ih@Mline"[Meverlihi@ineWp"[unlessithelpoliceavepulledyoulin).

Somelwordslih[Canadalhavel@British(fraditional [pronuciation, SomeordsidependidnthelSpeaker.

Missile,[gile,[tobile,Btc. [mist] ['misaril]

Schedule [skedzot] [Jed3ut]

Really [anli] [xili][{stressedform),[li ] [{unstressed)

Been [bmn, ben]  [bin]({stressedform),IIbin]{unstressed)
Againlbt [o'gen] [o'gem]((stressed(form),o'gen]{unstressed)
Neither [nido] [narde]

News [nuz] [n1uz]

Mom [mam] [mAam]

Sure [[3] [Jua] (stressedlform),fa-]unstressed)

Pasta, garage, drama, Mazda, aqua, plaza, mafia(@llluseldna]Sound(@slihfather,Dotlane] likepar.



