
Environmental Studies Basic Graduate Course Outline/Syllabus  
 

FACULTY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND URBAN CHANGE 
YORK UNIVERSITY 

 
ENVS 6186 3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Fall 2021 
 
Course Instructor and Contact Information 
Dr. Peter R. Mulvihill 
HNES 214 
prm@yorku.ca 
(416) 736-2100 ext. 22634 
Office hours: by appointment 
 
Course Time and Location 
Fridays 14:30 – 17:30 (synchronous weekly session remotely on Zoom, accessed through the 
course eClass site with your Passport York account.)  
 
Official Course Description 
The purpose of this course is to provide a critical overview of the theory, practice and key issues 
pertaining to environmental assessment (EA). Emphasis will be placed on the Canadian context. 
The objectives include: a) gaining familiarity with the fundamentals of EA; b) exploring issues 
pertaining to the practice of EA; c) exploring substantive issues that may be addressed through EA; 
and d) exploring EA methods and techniques. 
 
Expanded Course Description (Overview and Learning Objectives or Outcomes) 
Topics to be covered include but are not limited to: the origins and evolution of EA; steps in the EA 
process; impact analysis; prediction; cumulative effects; social impacts; public involvement; 
strategic EA; visual impacts; scenario development and related futures techniques. By the end of 
the course, students should have a basic understanding of EA, along with its key concepts, 
challenges and potential applications. This course is designed for students with no background in 
EA. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
The specific learning outcomes of the course include: 
1) Firm grasp of the context in which EA is practised in Canada and internationally; 
2) Firm grasp of the general process and major steps that unfold in cases involving EA; 
3) Firm grasp of core concepts of EA theory and practice;  
4) The ability to critically evaluate cases involving EA; 
5) An enhanced appreciation of the complexities, uncertainties and contingencies involved in the 
identification; prediction, avoidance, mitigation and management of social and biophysical impacts. 
6) Clear understanding of the relationship between EA and planning processes (municipal, land use, 
regional, provincial and national).  
 
Course textbook 
The following book is required reading for the course, and is available from the York University 
Bookstore as well as via a link on the course eClass site: 
 
Noble, Bram. F., 2021.  Introduction to Environmental Assessment: A Guide to Principles and 
Practice Fourth Edition. Oxford University Press Canada 

mailto:prm@yorku.ca


Important: Earlier editions of the textbook are outdated, and the Fourth Edition is substantially 
new and different.  Using an older edition of the textbook for this course is NOT an option. 
 
Supplementary Reading 
For students who wish to explore environmental assessment further (beyond the required course 
textbook), there is a wide range of EA literature available in book, article and other forms.  There 
are many web-based sources that deal with issues and topics covered in this course.  Please note the 
following sources in particular: 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Review (journal) 
• Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal (journal) 
• www.canada.ca/iaac (Canadian Impact Assessment Agency) 
• www.iaia.org (International Association for Impact Assessment) 
• www.oaia.on.ca (Ontario Association for Impact Assessment) 

 
Course Management/Online Teaching 
Please note that this is a course that depends on remote teaching and learning. There will be no in-
person interactions or activities on campus. The course will involve a combination of synchronous 
and asynchronous components.  Two platforms will be used in this course - eClass and Zoom - 
through which students will interact with the course materials, the course director as well as with 
one another. 
 
Enrolment will not be permitted after the second week of the course. 
 
Synchronous: 
The class will meet weekly (Fridays 14:30 – 17:30) synchronously on Zoom. The Zoom link will 
be available on the course eClass site.  Please note that in order to access the weekly Zoom sessions, 
you must use your Password York account.  These weekly Zoom sessions will consist of lectures, 
discussions and group presentations and will not be recorded.  The course director will not distribute 
lecture notes, other than what is highlighted in the weekly bulletins. 
 
Asynchronous: 
The instructor will post weekly Bulletins on eClass.  These Bulletins will be a combination of lecture 
notes and information items and will serve as background to the required readings. The bullet ins 
will address the required reading for the week ahead and will normally be available on eClass by 
Tuesdays 6:00 p.m. The Course Director will be available (asynchronously) for individua l 
consultation by appointment (email, phone or Zoom). 
 
It is important that students 1) complete weekly required readings before the synchronous 
sessions; 2) read weekly Bulletins prior to each session; 3) join the weekly synchronous group 
sessions and 4) submit course assignments to the eClass site by the due dates specified below. The 
entire course, including the submission of assignments, lectures, discussions and Bulletins, will 
take place on the course’s eClass site. 
 
Evaluation: Grading and Course Requirements 
The grade for the course will be based on the following items weighted as indicated: 
Individual Assignment 1  20% (Due October 19, 11:59 p.m., on eClass) 
Individual Assignment 2  20% (Due December 7, 11:59 p.m., on eClass) 
Group Assignment 1   20% (Presentations in class November 5 & 12) 
Group Assignment 2   20 % (Presentations in class November 19 & 26) 
Attendance and Participation  20% 

http://www.canada.ca/iaac
http://www.oaia.on.ca/


 
Detailed instructions for the two individual assignments will be made available on the course eClass 
site prior to the beginning of the semester.  The Course Director will be available throughout the 
semester to answer any questions relating to the individual assignments.  Students are encouraged 
to submit individual assignments early.  Detailed instructions for the two group assignments will 
be discussed in class. 
 
The mark for Attendance and Participation will be based on the Course Director’s subjective 
evaluation.  The weekly Zoom sessions will provide ample opportunity for questions, answers and 
discussions.  It is essential that students attend and participate regularly.  Your participation grade 
will be based on your attendance and grasp of issues in required readings. Attendance will be taken 
automatically via Zoom, so please ensure that if you are using a different name to log on, the Course 
Director is made aware of this discrepancy. 
 
Important Course information 
All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the following information, available on 
the Senate Committee on Academic Standards, Curriculum & Pedagogy webpage 
 Senate Policy on Academic Honesty and the Academic Integrity Website 
 Ethics Review Process for research involving human participants   
 Course requirement accommodation for students with disabilities, including physical, 

medical, systemic, learning and psychiatric disabilities  
 Student Conduct Standards 
 Religious Observance Accommodation  

 
Technical requirements for taking the course 
Students must be able to access cClass for course lectures and assignment submission and Zoom 
for weekly sessions. A stable internet connection is needed, as well as a computer with a webcam 
and microphone (for Zoom).   Useful links for student computing information, resources and help: 
 

• Zoom@YorkU Best Practices  
• Zoom@YorkU User Reference Guide 
• Computing for Students Website  
• Student Guide to eLearning at York University 

 
Policies related to Zoom meetings 
Your course will involve the use of Zoom. Zoom is an online videoconferencing software that can 
be used to host lectures, tutorials or virtual office hours in real time. All audio, video, screen-
sharing and text content will be encrypted in transit between your device and Zoom’s servers, 
which will prevent unauthorized third parties from intercepting the content of your Zoom 
meeting. For more information, please visit Zoom at YorkU. 

 
Privacy 

At the moment, the name you use with Zoom and metadata about how you use the application 
will be stored on servers outside of Canada. If you have privacy concerns, provide only your first 
name or a nickname when you join a session. If you choose to rename yourself, please let your 
instructor know immediately. 

You can rename yourself in 4 easy steps. 

https://secretariat.info.yorku.ca/files/CourseInformationForStudentsAugust2012-.pdf
https://staff.computing.yorku.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/Zoom@YorkU-Best-Practicesv2.pdf
http://staff.computing.yorku.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2012/02/Zoom@YorkU-User-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://student.computing.yorku.ca/
http://elearning-guide.apps01.yorku.ca/
https://yorku.zoom.us/


1. After entering the Zoom meeting, click on the Participants icon at the bottom of the 
window. 

2. Find your name in the Participants list on the right side of the Zoom window 
3. Hover over your name and click the Rename button. 
4. Enter the name that you would like to use in the Zoom meeting and click OK. 
 

Participation 

Questions can be asked through the chat panel. Inappropriate or disrespectful language in the chat 
panel will not be tolerated. 

You may also participate through Zoom’s nonverbal feedback features. These features can be 
accessed by clicking on the Participants icon at the bottom of the window. Once 
the Participants sidebar is opened, you will see the option to Raise Hand. By clicking on Raise 
Hand, a blue hand will be raised. Please click on the Raise Hand button again to lower your hand 
once your question has been answered. You are tasked with using the various Zoom features in a 
responsible manner. Your course instructor will reserve the right to remove anyone who does not 
behave accordingly. 

 

 

 
 
Schedule of Topics and Readings by week 
The following list of lecture topics and readings is subject to change.  Remember that the readings 
listed under each date will be discussed in the lecture that week. 
 
September 10  Course overview 
   Aims and objectives of EA 
   Reading: Textbook Chapter 1 
 
 
September 17  EA in Canada  
   Pre-project planning and public engagement 
   Reading: Chapters 2 & 3 
 
    
September 24  Determining the need for assessment  
   Scoping and baseline assessment 
   Reading: Chapters 4 & 5 
 
October 1  Impact prediction and characterization 
   Managing project impacts 
   Reading: Chapters 6 & 7 
  



 
  
October 8  Significance determination 
   Follow-up and monitoring 
   Reading: Chapters 8 & 9 
 
October 15  Fall Reading Week (no class) 
 
October 22  Indigenous consultation and engagement  
   Cumulative effects assessment 
   Reading: Chapters 10 & 11 
 
October 29  Strategic environmental assessment  
   Professional practice and ethics 
   Environmental assessment prospects 
   Reading: Chapters 12, 13 & 14 
   
November 5  Presentations and discussions: Group Assignment 1 
  
 
November 12  Presentations and discussions: Group Assignment 1 
 
      
November 19  Presentations and discussions: Group Assignment 2 
 
November 26  Presentations and discussions: Group Assignment 2 
    
December 3  Course summary, late group presentations / or group exercise 
 
 
 


