
 
Faculty of Environmental and Urban Change York University  

ENVS 8102 Environmental Studies PhD Research Seminar Fall, 2021  
 

Please note that, because of COVID-19 precautions, the collective elements of this course will 
proceed entirely online. All activities below are listed in Eastern Time (ET).  

 
Course Schedule: Tuesdays, 10:00 -1:00pm 

Course Director: Peter Timmerman. Office hours: Mondays, 1:00 – 2:00 pm or by individual 
appointment (email) 

 
Course Requirements:  
 
All first year ES PhD students must be enrolled in this course. Students must attend Tuesday 
Zoom class sessions every week, read all required readings and engage with other assigned 
online materials, post a required weekly writing assignment to a designated course eClass forum 
(and comment on others’), lead selected discussions, participate in peer review with other 
students, and complete all course assignments on time. Students are also expected to participate 
in EUC and other York research and professional development activities and events such as 
lectures, symposia, and workshops related to Environmental Studies in general and to their 
research areas in particular. 
 
Course Objectives:  
 
ENVS 8102 offers an advanced introduction to selected themes and issues in, and approaches to,  
Environmental Studies. Based on a combination of student and faculty research interests, the 
seminar is intended to stimulate interaction and discussion of substantive issues, theoretical 
frameworks, methodological approaches, and varied forms of intellectual praxis in 
Environmental Studies.  
 
After a general overview of selected issues in Environmental Studies research (including 
questions of methdology, interdisciplinarity, intersectionality, argument, philosophy, and justice) 
readings will be shaped according to students’ areas of study.  
 
Seminar readings are not meant to be exhaustive, and discussions are not meant to be conclusive; 
rather, they will critically explore research problems and address questions emerging from 
diverse research fields. The success of the seminar will depend on students’ careful preparation 
of readings and other materials; on their submission of weekly assignments designed to develop 
research and writing skills as well as stimulate conversation from diverse positions; on their 
active, collaborative participation in weekly Zoom discussion sessions and peer review forums; 
and on their iterative work on their PhD Program Plans demonstrated in the successful and 
timely completion of assignments. 
 
Specific course objectives are intended to allow students to:  
 



• critically engage and review a range of epistemological positions, theoretical frameworks, 
methodological approaches, and forms of practice related to Environmental Studies research;  

• Prepare for success in their Phd process, including skills in presentation and writing (e.g. 
project, grant proposals, etc.) and effectively develop and communicate their ongoing research 
interests and issues;  

• • develop breadth of knowledge through exposure to a range of interdisciplinary topics, current 
research issues, and research methods;  

• • develop depth in their research topics and prospective comprehensive areas;  
• • complete a solid first draft of the PhD Program Plan; and • develop a preliminary annotated 

bibliography for their first Comprehensive area.  
 
Note: For the weeks of September 29 to November 3, the listed readings are provisional and can 
be altered according to students’ research interests. Please feel free to make suggestions (in 
enough time for us to switch out readings).  
 
Online Course Structure:  
 
Making the most of the online format of the course this year, student activities for ENVS 8102 
will consist of four primary elements:  
 
1) Weekly preparation of all readings and other assigned materials (available on the course 

eClass), including keeping reading notes that will be the raw materials for weekly 
assignments and presentations (notebook and a pen are strongly recommended);  

 
2) Submission, on a designated course eClass forum page, of a required short weekly 

assignment on Friday by 9:00 am for collective reading in advance of class discussion (see 
outline below);  

 
3) Participation in a weekly two-hour Zoom meeting on Tuesdays from 10:00 am, in which we 

will collectively consider the prepared materials, including individual student leadership of 
selected discussions (see below); and  

 
4) Over the course of the term, preparation of and peer feedback on the developing Program 

Plan, including submission of a preliminary bibliography, a draft Program Plan, and a 
revised Program Plan. 

 
Course Evaluation:  
 
Participation in this course involves two primary elements: a) Submission, to a designated 
eClass forum, of short weekly writing assignments no later than Friday at 9:00 am for the 
following week that involve different modes of engagement with the course materials and that 
will help build toward the Program Plan and Comprehensive Examinations as well as in-class 
discussions; and  b) Engaged, prepared, thoughtful, and respectful participation in weekly Zoom 
seminars including assigned presentations.  
 
 



In-class Presentations  
 
Over the course of the term, students will undertake two forms of presentation: 
 
 1) From October 5 to November 9, two students per week will be responsible, in addition to 
their writing assignments, for briefly presenting two or three of the prechosen readings in class 
(see course schedule below). 
 
2) From November 9 to December 7, two students per week will be responsible for choosing 
three thematically-related, article-length readings each from their developing Comprehensives 
lists and presenting their respective research areas to the class though these readings. 
 
Students will sign up for presentation slots in the first week of class, and the schedule will then 
be posted. Non-presenting students are expected to bring to their colleagues informed, 
thoughtful, and appropriately critical questions about their chosen texts and areas of research: at 
the very least, one critical question for each presenter.  
 
Program Plan and Comprehensives Development  
 
Over the course of the term, students will submit, through designated portals on the course 
eClass, the following elements in the iterative development of their Program Plans:  
 
1) October 8: a preliminary bibliography of the research area. This preliminary bibliography 

is not annotated, but must contain approximately 20 titles, each with an accurate and 
complete reference. Titles should be organized under relevant subheadings.  

2) Nov 2: a draft Program Plan. Draft Program Plans must include: a) a brief statement of 
your research area as a whole; b) a brief description of each of two (or three) comprehensive 
areas, including a rationale, key research questions, format of the comprehensive, and a 
preliminary list of readings (or other activities); and c) a timeline for degree completion.  

3) December 10: a revised Program Plan with an annotated bibliography for the first 
Comprehensive area. Revised Program Plans should respond to comments received on the 
first draft. In addition, your annotated bibliography must contain at least 20 titles related to 
your first Comprehensive area and include: a) an accurate and complete reference for each 
title; b) a summary of the main argument; c) a description of the theoretical framework(s) 
used by the author(s); d) definitions for key terms or concepts; e) an outline of key points of 
debate or contention; f) description of the author’s or authors’ research design or 
methodology, as relevant; g) use of appropriate selected quotes; and h) a brief statement 
about the relevance and applicability of the work to your first Comprehensive area.  

4) For a description of an annotated bibliography and its preparation see: 
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/annotatedbibliography Submission and Approval of PhD 
Program Plans. Although the Course Director will provide feedback on your draft and 
revised Program Plans, your Supervisor and Comprehensives Committee must ultimately 
must approve it during the Winter term (2021). You are strongly encouraged to work with 
your Supervisor on the development of your bibliography, and to share your draft and 
revised Program Plans with your Supervisor for substantive feedback and advice during the 
Fall term. Students are required to submit a further revised copy of their Program Plan to 
their Supervisor for review early the Winter term (2021), at which time a Comprehensives 



Committee will be formed and a meeting convened to review and approve Program Plan, 
including the proposal for your first Comprehensive area. 

 
 COURSE SCHEDULE (selected readings — SEE eCLASS FOR 

CHANGES, UPDATES) 
 

READINGS ARE FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK 
 
September 14:  Success in a Phd Program 
 
Introduction to the Phd process, focussing on skills for success, presentations (including different 
media), obstacles and working through issues of concern.   
 
Optional reading: “39 Phd Mindfulness Exercises to Destress your Phd”. 
https://www.thephdproofreaders.com/writing/phd-mindfulness/ 
 
Recommended reading:  
Pang, Alex Soojung-Kim. (2016) Rest (New York, NY: Basic Books)  
Odell, Jenny (2019) How To Do Nothing: Resisting the Attention Economy 
(Brooklyn, NY: Melville House).  
 
Required reading for next week:  
  
Lenoir, Timothy (1998). "Revolution from above: The Role of the State in 
Creating the German Research System, 1810-1910". The American Economic 
Review. 88 (2): 22–27. JSTOR 116886. 
 
Seal, “How the University Became Neoliberal” (2018). The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, 2018-08-03, Vol.64 (39). 
 
Hursh, David et al. (2015). Environmental education research, 2015-04-03, Vol.21 
(3), p.299-318.  
 
Brabazon, Honor (2021) “The Academy’s Neoliberal Response to COVID-19”, 
Academic Matters, Spring. https://academicmatters.ca/print-issues/who-
cares-during-covid/ 
 
Sept 21: Environmental Studies in the Neoliberal University  
 
Required Reading for next week:  
Montgomery, Sy. The Soul of an Octopus. [if available] 

https://www.thephdproofreaders.com/writing/phd-mindfulness/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSTOR_(identifier)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/116886


 
Sy Montgomery, The Soul of An Octopus (New England Aquarium): 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N2yDf7_1oc&t=2731s 
 
Allen, Colin and Michael Trestman (2016) “Animal Consciousness,” 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/consciousness-animal/ 
 
Haraway, Donna. 2015. "Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, 
Chthulucene: Making Kin", Environmental Humanities, Vol.6 (1), pp.159-165. 
 
Assignment #1: Due, Friday, Sept 24 at 9:00 am: 
In an informal essay of 1-2 double-spaced pages, please discuss and evaluate the 
assumptions and methodologies of the texts for next week.  

Sept 28:  Interdisciplinarity I: Animality 
The human and the more-than-human.  
 
Required reading/viewing for next week:  
 
Timmerman, Peter. 2020. “Learning to Live in a Finite World” (video) 
 
Smith, Daniel B. “Is there an Ecological Unconsciousness?” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/31/magazine/31ecopsych-t.html 
 
Tabas, Brad (2020) "Hatred of the Earth, Climate Change, and the Dreams of Post-
Planetary Culture", Ecozon@, 2020-04-01, Vol.11 (1), p.63-79.  
 
Sria Chatterjee, "The Arts, Environmental Justice, and the Ecological Crisis", 
British Art Studies, Issue 18, https://doi.org/10.17658/issn.2058-5462/issue-
18/conversation 
 
Abram, David. 1985. “The Perceptual Implications of Gaia,” 
https://www.academia.edu/38457095/The_Perceptual_Implications_of_Gaia_Davi
d_Abram_1985_pdf 
 
Assignment #2: Due: Friday, Oct 1 at 9:00 am 
Please choose any two of the week’s readings and submit, as per the instructions 
above (For a description of an annotated bibliography and its preparation see: 
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/annotatedbibliography), complete annotations for 
these two readings.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N2yDf7_1oc&t=2731s
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/consciousness-animal/
https://ocul-yor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_doaj_primary_oai_doaj_org_article_0ddadd557ca64af49869cc895d704851&context=PC&vid=01OCUL_YOR:YOR_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2CHaraway%20%20Donna%20Anthropocene&offset=0
https://ocul-yor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_doaj_primary_oai_doaj_org_article_0ddadd557ca64af49869cc895d704851&context=PC&vid=01OCUL_YOR:YOR_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2CHaraway%20%20Donna%20Anthropocene&offset=0
https://ocul-yor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_hal_shs_oai_HAL_hal_03000940v1&context=PC&vid=01OCUL_YOR:YOR_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2CHatred%20of%20the%20Earth&offset=0
https://ocul-yor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_hal_shs_oai_HAL_hal_03000940v1&context=PC&vid=01OCUL_YOR:YOR_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2CHatred%20of%20the%20Earth&offset=0
https://www.academia.edu/38457095/The_Perceptual_Implications_of_Gaia_David_Abram_1985_pdf
https://www.academia.edu/38457095/The_Perceptual_Implications_of_Gaia_David_Abram_1985_pdf


 
[NOTE: PRELIMINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE OCT 8]  
 
October 5: Interdisciplinarity II:  Earth in Our Hands? 
The climate crisis (note: Glasgow Conference runup) and planetarianism. 
 
Required reading for two weeks:  

Tzaninis, Yannis, Tait Mandler, Maria Kaika, Roger Keil  (2021)“Moving urban 
political ecology beyond the ‘urbanization of nature’” Progress in Human 
Geography / 45(2), pp. 229-252. 

Kallis, Georgio et al (2018) “Research on Degrowth,” Annual Review of 
Environment and Resources, October (43) pp. 291-316.  

Whyte, Kyle. (2020) “Too late for indigenous climate justice: Ecological and 
Relational Tipping points”, Wiley interdisciplinary reviews. Climate change, 2020-
01, Vol.11 (1), p.n/a 
 
Leduc, Timothy (2018) “Falling With Heron: Kaswen:ta teachings on roughening 
waters”. Social and Cultural Geography, pp. 1-15.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/14649365.2018.1500633.   or: https://dtnetwork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/Falling-with-Heron-Leduc.pdf 

 There is no writing assignment for the reading week, but please come to our next 
Zoom discussion with a prepared point or question (or two) that connects the 
readings.  

October 12 (Reading Week)  

October 20: Interdisciplinarity III: Different Strokes -                   
EUC Faculty Research Interests and Others 

Required reading/viewing for next week:  

Perkins, Patricia. E. 2021. “Climate justice, gender, and intersectionality,” in 
Tahseen Jafry (ed.), Routledge Handbook of Climate Justice (London / New 
York:  Routledge / Earthscan), pp. 349-358. 

Crenshaw, Kimberle. 2016. “The Urgency of Intersectionality,” Ted Talk 

https://journals-scholarsportal-info.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/browse/03091325
https://journals-scholarsportal-info.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/browse/03091325
https://journals-scholarsportal-info.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/browse/03091325/v45i0002
https://doi.org/10.1080/14649365.2018.1500633
https://dtnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Falling-with-Heron-Leduc.pdf
https://dtnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Falling-with-Heron-Leduc.pdf


(VIDEO). 
 
Davis, Kathy (2020) “Who owns intersectionality? Some reflections on feminist 
debates on how theories travel”, European Journal of Women’s Studies , Vol. 
27(2) 113–127  
 
Yetunde, Pamela Ayo (2021)“Harvard’s Buddhism and Race Conference 
Experiences a Radical Re-Orientation”, Lion’s Roar. 
https://www.lionsroar.com/harvards-buddhism-and-race-conference-experiences-a-
radical-re-orientation/ 

Code, Lorraine, n/d. “Feminist Epistemology and the Politics of Knowledge, Sage 
https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-
binaries/63480_Evans__The_SAGE_HB_of_Feminist_Theory.pdf 

Grasswick, Heidi, "Feminist Social Epistemology", The Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy (Fall 2018 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = 
<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2018/entries/feminist-social-epistemology/ 
 
Lorde, Audre (1973) “Who Said It Was Simple”from From a Land Where Other 
People Live. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42587/who-said-it-was-
simple 

Assignment #3: Due Friday, October 22 at 9:00 am 
Please choose any two of the week’s readings and submit a 1-2 page, double-
spaced reflection that considers the relevance of each of these two readings to your 
developing understanding of your positionality in relation to your research topic.  

October 26: Intersectionality                                                                          
At or beyond the Crossroad(s).  

Required Reading for next week:  

Foucault, Michel (1976) “Two Lectures” from Power/Knowledge: Interviews and 
Other Writings (ed. G. Colin). 
https://todhartman.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/michel-foucault-power-
knowledge-interviews-and-other-writings-1972-1977-_gordon-colin-ed_.pdf [note 
in text pagination begins p. 78] 

https://www.lionsroar.com/harvards-buddhism-and-race-conference-experiences-a-radical-re-orientation/
https://www.lionsroar.com/harvards-buddhism-and-race-conference-experiences-a-radical-re-orientation/
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2018/entries/feminist-social-epistemology/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42587/who-said-it-was-simple
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42587/who-said-it-was-simple
https://todhartman.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/michel-foucault-power-knowledge-interviews-and-other-writings-1972-1977-_gordon-colin-ed_.pdf
https://todhartman.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/michel-foucault-power-knowledge-interviews-and-other-writings-1972-1977-_gordon-colin-ed_.pdf


Taylor, Chloe (2014) “Biopower”, in Michel Foucault: Key Concepts (ed. D. 
Taylor), (Taylor & Francis Publisher). pp. 41-54.  

Foster, Charles. (2021) “Against Nature Writing”, Emergence, 
https://emergencemagazine.org/essay/against-nature-writing/ 

Leavy, Patricia (2015) “Narrative Inquiry and Fiction-Based Research”, Chapter 2, 
pp. 39-76” in Method Meets Art, Second Edition: Arts-Based Research Practice. 
(New York, NY: Guilfor Publications).  
 
Skains, R. Lyle (2018) “Creative Practice as Research: Discourse on 
Methodology”, Media practice and education, 2018-01-02, Vol.19 (1), p.82-97 
 
Barker, Meg-John and Julia Scheele (2016) Queer: A Graphic History and/or 
Guibert, Emmanuel (2009) The Photographer: Doctors Without Borders [subject to 
availability] 
 
Janega, Eleanor and Neil Emmanuel (2021) “Best Graphic Histories”, Five Books, 
https://fivebooks.com/best-books/best-graphic-histories-eleanor-janega-neil-
emmanuel/ 
 
Assignment #4: Due Friday, October 29 at 9:00 am 
Please choose any two of the week’s readings and submit a 1-2 page, double-
spaced reflection that considers the relevance of each of these two readings to your 
research topic.  

[NOTE: DRAFT PROGRAM PLAN DUE NOV 2]  

Nov 2: Epistemology/Methodology                                               
Working towards your own methodology 

Part II: Selected Topics in Environmental Studies Research  

Note: The readings for this section are student-generated. Each student 
will be responsible for assigning two readings for the week in which they 
will present their topic and will lead a half-class (one hour maximum) 
discussion on these readings.  

Presenting students are not required to do the week’s writing assignment 
(except for November 9).  

https://emergencemagazine.org/essay/against-nature-writing/
https://fivebooks.com/best-books/best-graphic-histories-eleanor-janega-neil-emmanuel/
https://fivebooks.com/best-books/best-graphic-histories-eleanor-janega-neil-emmanuel/


November 9:  

Required reading: Assignment 5: Due November 9 at 9:00 am 
Please choose any two of the week’s readings (one from each student’s list) and 
submit your raw reading notes for these two readings (submit photos if on paper). 
No judgement here: just process!  

Topics TBD (two presenters each week)  

November 16:  

Required reading: Assignment 6: Please choose any two of the week’s readings 
(one from each student’s list) and submit, as per the instructions above (see 
December 10 revised Program Plan), complete annotations for these two readings, 
by the Friday preceding.   

November 23:  

Required reading: Assignment 7: as above 

November 30:  

Required reading: Assignment 8: as above 

December 7:  

Required reading: Assignment 9:  Please choose, from among the texts assigned 
for this week, the one that speaks the most to your research interests and write a 1-
2 page reflection on its relationship to your work: positionality, discipline, topic, 
issue, epistemology, methodology, practice, or form (up to you).  

[NOTE: REVISED PROGRAM PLAN DUE DECEMBER 10] 

_____________________ 


