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Course Description

This course is designed to support PhD students in Environmental Studies as they conceive and develop their PhD
dissertation proposals. While it is not a methods course per se, we will discuss, review or workshop particular
approaches, methodological issues, and methods based on the interests and needs of those enrolled. Class
activities and assignments are directed at students developing, writing (or refining in the case of those with a draft
already written) and completing their dissertation proposals and preparing themselves for the dissertation
research/writing process.

Course Objectives

e Tosupport students in identifying and refining the key research questions they will address in their
dissertation research.

e Toidentify appropriate research design strategies, methodologies and methods for the questions
identified, and discuss pros and cons of various design options.

e To consider some of the epistemological, ethical and contextual issues involved in research design.

e Tosupport the process of crafting and writing the PhD dissertation proposal, including the submission of
HPRC or other forms where applicable.

e Todiscuss potential field work/research issues, ethical and practical dilemmas that may arise and possible
solutions across the range of disciplinary approaches represented in environmental studies.

e Tocomplete a solid draft of the dissertation proposal with a view to securing approval of it from the
dissertation committee.

Course Outcomes
Upon the completion of the course, students will demonstrate:
e Asolid knowledge of their research field and its contribution to environmental studies;
e The ability to design and implement a feasible research design (and to adjust if needed) that establishes
the basis for the production of advanced scholarship and original contribution to their specific fields;
e Theintellectual independence to engage in autonomous research;
e The academic integrity and the respect of ethical guidelines and procedures for responsible conduct of
research;
e The ability to communicate complex issues clearly and effectively;
e Anappreciation of the limitations of their own work, of the complexity of knowledge, and of the potential
contributions of other interpretations, methods and disciplines.
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Course Requirements
Students are expected to attend all sessions and complete a full draft of their dissertation proposals.



