
•  Initially, every student meets with the Program Director. This is a good place to start your 

search as the Director knows all the SPTH courses and has a good grasp of the research areas 

that SPTH faculty members work in.  

•  Your courses - the SPTH courses you select to take should incorporate your own research 

interests and therefore are an excellent place to look for a potential supervisor and supervisory 

committee members.  

•  Check out SPTH faculty member's publications. In this way, you not only know what they are 

researching, but also their interpretation of the field. Are your views compatible with theirs?  

•  Participate in SPTH committees. All the committees in the program have faculty members on 

them, and many (Admissions, Executive) need to discuss research interests within their purview. 

A number of students find potential committee members based on the discussions in these 

meetings. 

•  Meet with SPTH faculty members. Be prepared to talk about your research interests. Ask them 

about their research.  

•  Attend SPTH program seminars and social events: these give you a chance to learn about the 

research of professors in the program and to mix and mingle with other students and faculty. 

Talking in a relaxed environment is often a good way to find out about someone's research 

interests.  

•  If you still can't find the right people for your committee, meet with the Director who will be 

able to advise.  Although your supervisor must be already be a SPTH appointed faculty member, 

you may have one of your committee members from another graduate program here at York - 

only one of your committee members may be from outside the SPTH graduate program- the rest 

of your committee (including supervisor MUST be already appointed to the SPTH graduate 

program).  

•  When you have reached the stage to defend, the Director will consult with the supervisor 

for recommendations to the Dean for the appointment of external examiners for the dissertation 

committee. 

 


