Graduate Program in English

	MA Degree Level Expectations
	MA Learning Outcomes
	Means of Achieving the Outcomes

	1.0    Depth and breadth of knowledge
	
	

	
	By the end of their MA, students demonstrate their competence when they
	The means cover all of the outcomes and are subject to the 3 main ways of taking the Degree.  

	A systematic understanding of knowledge, including, where appropriate, relevant knowledge outside the field and/or discipline, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their academic discipline, field of study, or area of professional practice. 
	1.1  identify, define, and historically situate a number of key concepts, terms, methodologies, theoretical approaches, and critical assumptions of English literary studies;
	Course Based: 24 credits of course work, which provides the broadest exploration of a diversity of ideas, literatures, and theories as well as exposure to and repeated practice for increased proficiency with oral and written assignments of different types, lengths, aims and objectives.  Interactive seminar discussion is a requirement

	 
	1.2  describe some fundamental debates, as well as new concerns and developments in the discipline, and are able to draw connections to other disciplines;
	Courses and Major Research Project (MRP): 18 credits of course work and a major research project on an approved topic, under the direction and supervision of a faculty member of the GPE, resulting in an essay of 50 to 75 pages demonstrating both original research and critical writing. With 18 credits of course work, this approach offers ample exposure to diversity of ideas, literatures, and theories, while allowing the attainment of greater depth of knowledge in a specified area

	 
	1.3  design and realize research projects
	Courses and Thesis: 12 credits of course work and completion of a thesis of approximately 120 pages that in its research and analysis demonstrates independence, originality, and thorough understanding of the area of investigation. This approach offers a more limited exposure to the structure of course work, but allows greater depth and specialization of knowledge in a specified area.

	 
	1.4  develop research essays that consider literature from one or more perspectives, including generic, historical, regional, national, political, cultural, and interdisciplinary.
	

	2.0   Research and Scholarship
	 

	 


	A conceptual understanding and methodological competence that a) Enables a working comprehension of how established techniques of research and inquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline; b) Enables a critical evaluation of current research and advanced research and scholarship in the discipline or area of professional competence; and c) Enables a treatment of complex issues and judgments based on established principles and techniques.
	2.1  Evaluate and use a number of theoretical and methodological approaches to create and interpret knowledge in literary studies in English.
These methods and approaches can include (but are not limited to) formalism, structuralism, deconstruction, discursive criticism, psychoanalytic criticism, Marxism, materialism(s), cultural materialism, new historicism, feminism, gender studies, gay, lesbian and queer studies, African American,  postcolonial, and globalization studies, memory and trauma studies, performance studies, textual studies, etc.
	 

	On the basis of that competence, has shown at least one of the following: a) The development and support of a sustained argument in written form; or b) Originality in the application of knowledge.
	2.2  Demonstrate emerging specialized knowledge in a period or genre or national area of literary studies, which can include (but are not limited to) Medieval, Renaissance, Restoration and 18th Century, Romantics, Victorian, Modern, Contemporary; Drama, Poetry, Prose Narrative, Women & Literature; Canadian, American, Postcolonial, and Diaspora
	 

	 
	2.3  Distinguish and analyze certain literary periods and genres within and across national boundaries
	 

	 
	2.4  Compare some established and emerging forms of writing
	 

	 
	2.5  Situate texts historically within broader discursive developments
	 

	3.0   Level of application of knowledge
	 

	 


	Competence in the research process by applying an existing body of knowledge in the critical analysis of a new question or of a specific problem or issue in a new setting.
	3.1  Synthesize and analyze seminar readings in written and verbal responses, as well as relate their critique to other texts discussed in seminar
	 

	 
	3.2  Prepare substantial seminar presentations that both contribute new perspectives on the material and direct discussion
	 

	 
	3.3  Develop research projects that both respond to existing scholarship and develop new directions of thought and analysis, in essays, a major research paper, or a thesis
	 

	 
	3.4  Acquire facility in analyzing and critiquing texts and other forms of discourse, in questioning established knowledge, and in reading and writing effectively
	 




	4.0   Professional capacity/autonomy
	 

	 


	a) The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring: i) The exercise of initiative and of personal responsibility and accountability; and ii) Decision-making in complex situations;
	4.1  Collaboration skills in seminars that encourage the co-production of knowledge, across disciplines and cultures 
	 

	b) The intellectual independence required for continuing professional development;
	[bookmark: _GoBack]4.2  Management skills in the planning of several different assignments at the same time (various course per term)
	 

	c) The ethical behaviour consistent with academic integrity and the use of appropriate guidelines and procedures for responsible conduct of research; and
	4.3  Networking by joining both graduate student and professional associations and possibly presenting at conferences; becoming familiar with the major journals and associations within the discipline as well as in other disciplines relevant for specific projects
	 

	d) The ability to appreciate the broader implications of applying knowledge to particular contexts.
	4.4  Administrative skills by participating in student and program governance through committee work and meeting attendance
	 

	 
	4.5  Generally, MA scholars must complete their work in a manner consistent with academic integrity and the use of appropriate guidelines and procedures for responsible conduct of research (including the ethics protocol process), and be aware of the broader implications of applying knowledge to particular contexts
	 



	5.0   Level of communication skills
	 

	 


	The ability to communicate ideas, issues and conclusions clearly
	5.1  Develop communication skills in seminar discussions, as well as in formal class presentations and written work that require students to synthesize knowledge, comprehend its historical emergence and critical impact, assess its limits, and convince listeners or readers of its value--namely, develop effective reading and writing skills.
	 

	 
	5.2  Practice addressing a larger audience and readership when they prepare scholarship applications and conference papers
	 

	6.0   Awareness of limits of knowledge
	 

	 


	Cognizance of the complexity of knowledge and of the potential contributions of other interpretations, methods, and disciplines.
	6.1  Develop research projects that engage critical debates, contrast and question various perspectives or schools of thought and interpretation
	 

	 
	6.2  Define the topic and method of a major research paper or thesis that must be situated in existing scholarship and draw new lines of inquiry
	 

	 
	6.3  Compare literary and cultural texts across disciplinary, cultural, historical, and national boundaries
	 

	 
	6.4  Point out future lines of inquiry that remain beyond the scope of their work
	 




At the MA level, a flexible degree allows students to both attain knowledge and expertise in a broad range of methodologies and subject areas encompassing English Literature, as well as also preparing students for possible future graduate studies as Ph.D. students. We acknowledge that for some students, the MA will be a terminal degree, while for others it will be an entry point for future studies. Allowing degree by course work alone, or in conjunction with longer projects, thus enables those students who wish to move quickly to further studies that opportunity, or else provides training in sustained writing projects which may be preliminary work towards a Ph.D. dissertation. 


PhD Program: 
The program consists of following requirements:
1. [bookmark: 1._COURSE_WORK]COURSE WORK
18 credits
Pre-1798 requirement
2. REQUIRED SKILLS 
Bibliography 
Second Language
Professionalization Workshops
3. QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS
Major Field Dissertation Sub-Fields
4. DISSERTATION
Dissertation Proposal Seminar Successful Defense

PhD students are expected to consolidate and build upon their MA learning through course work, ensuring that their knowledge encompasses a wide range of time periods. Students also have the option of taking Directed Reading courses under the supervision of faculty members that may also reflect student interest and fill possible gaps in knowledge, as well as preparing students for taking comprehensive exams.


	PhD Degree Level Expectations
	PhD Learning Outcomes
	Means of Achieving the Outcomes

	
	 
	(List of means corresponds to the LOs of each DLE as a whole)

	1.0  Depth and breadth of knowledge
	By the end of their PhD, students demonstrate their competence when they
	PhD students can achieve the outcomes

	A thorough understanding of a substantial body of knowledge that is at the forefront of their academic discipline or area of professional practice including, where appropriate, relevant knowledge outside the field and/or discipline.
	1.1  Identify, define, and historically situate several key concepts, terms, methodologies, theoretical approaches, and critical assumptions of English literary studies, as well as contribute to the transformation of the above through original contributions to scholarship
	by completing 18 credits of course work, which provides the opportunity to explore a diversity of ideas, literatures, and theories, while also fostering working relations with faculty members who will become supervisors in comprehensive examinations and dissertation processes

	 
	1.2  Describe a number of fundamental debates, as well as new concerns and developments in the discipline, and draw connections to other disciplines; begin forging new objects of investigation that expand and alter the discipline
	by developing their breadth of knowledge as promoted by the requirement that all doctoral candidates must present evidence of the successful completion of (a) 6 credits (2 semesters or a full course) based on pre-1798 writings at the MA level, or (b) by the successful completion of at least 3 credits based on pre-1798 writings during at the doctoral level

	 
	1.3  Design and realize original research projects
	by completing two comprehensive examinations:

	 
	1.4  Write research essays and conference presentations that consider literature from one or more perspectives, including generic, historical, regional, national, political, cultural, and interdisciplinary
	2. a: The Major Field examination, which addresses much of the literature candidates would teach and continue to study over the length of their careers. Major Field examinations can be taken in areas defined by period, nation, genre, or special subject (see Section 5, Resources).

	 
	1.5  Acquire both breadth and specific expertise through two comprehensive examinations
	2. b: The dissertation/sub-field examination, which provides doctoral candidates the opportunity to capitalize on the knowledge and ideas gained during the Major Field examination process and subsequently. Students work with three professors to isolate three sub-fields of inquiry and areas of knowledge useful for contextualizing and developing the scope, character, and goals of their dissertations.  

	 
	1.6  Establish expertise by the completion of a dissertation
	by meeting both the bibliography and second language requirements (the Bibliography seminar is required for PhD candidates who did not take a similar or Research Methods course during their MA)

	 
	 
	2nd Language: doctoral candidates must have some working competence (at least reading comprehension/translation) in at least one language other than English.  A reading knowledge of French (or of a language other than English demonstrably relevant to a candidate's approved course of study) must be evidenced either by passing the program's translation exam or by successful completion of French Reading Courses for Academic Purposes (both Basic and Intermediate)

	 
	 
	by completing a dissertation (between 200 and 400 pages in length), which constitutes a significant and original contribution to scholarship. Faculty of Graduate Studies guidelines and requirements concerning all aspects of the dissertation must be followed.

	2.0  Research and Scholarship
	 
	 

	a) The ability to conceptualize, design, and implement research for the generation of new knowledge, applications, or understanding at the forefront of the discipline, and to adjust the research design or methodology in the light of unforeseen problems;
	2.1  Evaluate, use, expand, question, or alter various theoretical and methodological approaches to create and interpret knowledge in literary studies in English
	by completing course work requires that students use research skills in the preparation of class presentations and essays 

	 b) The ability to make informed judgments on complex issues in specialist fields, sometimes requiring new methods; and c) The ability to produce original research, or other advanced scholarship, of a quality to satisfy peer review, and to merit publication.
	these methods and approaches can include (but are not limited to) formalism, structuralism, deconstruction, discursive criticism, psychoanalytic criticism, Marxism, materialism(s), cultural materialism, new historicism, feminism, gender studies, gay, lesbian and queer studies, African American,  postcolonial, and globalization studies, memory and trauma studies, performance studies, textual studies, etc.
	by successfully qualifying in field examinations, during which candidates must analyze individual texts and draw relations across texts and genres within their major field. The dissertation/sub-field examination provides candidates with the opportunity to specify and prepare the theoretical, methodological, and historical dimensions of their dissertation project, which requires in-depth knowledge of current practices and debates in their area of research.

	 
	2.2  Distinguish, discuss, and refine knowledge about literary periods and genres within and across national boundaries 
	by completing and defending successfully the dissertation, which provides the opportunity to conduct specialized and original research and investigation, as well as devise and convey original interpretations and criticisms.  A dissertation must demonstrate independence, originality, and understanding of the area of investigation and justify, develop, and substantiate an original critical argument in a specific field or subject, thus contributing significantly to existing scholarship. The process of writing a dissertation requires:

	 
	2.3  Compare and at times re-conceptualize established and emerging forms of writing 
	the ability to make informed judgments on complex issues in specialized fields of literary studies, sometimes requiring new methods;

	 
	 
	the ability to conceptualize, design, and implement research for the generation of new knowledge, applications, or understanding at the forefront of literary studies and related disciplines, and to adjust the research design or methodology in the light of unforeseen problems;

	 
	 
	the willingness to make substantial revisions according to supervisory committee review.

	3.0   Level of application of knowledge
	 
	 

	The capacity to a) Undertake pure and/or applied research at an advanced level; and b) Contribute to the development of academic or professional skills, techniques, tools, practices, ideas, theories, approaches, and/or materials.
	3.1  Synthesize and analyze complex readings in written and verbal responses, as well as relate their critique to other texts
	by participating in and completing all seminar coursework

	 
	3.2  Prepare substantial seminar presentations that provide new perspectives on the material and direct class discussion; present papers at graduate student and professional conferences
	by meeting the requirements of the assessment and evaluations mechanisms of the seminar

	 
	3.3  Develop original research in substantial essays that both respond to existing scholarship and develop new directions of thought and analysis, in seminar essays which can be developed into publishable articles 
	by meeting the requirements of the assessment and evaluations mechanisms of the seminar as well as in the writing and successful defense of the dissertation

	4.0   Professional capacity/autonomy
	 
	 

	a) The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and largely autonomous initiative in complex situations; 
	4.1  Pedagogical skills: learning to sequence information in different ways, initially and in response to questions, so that a diverse group of learners can comprehend and analyse it to generate their own ideas in relation. 
	when they lead discussions and present materials in class, in undergraduate tutorials, as well as at scholarly conferences

	b) The intellectual independence to be academically and professionally engaged and current; 
	4.2  Collaboration skills with diverse individuals with different levels of knowledge and types of skills
	in seminars, workshops, and conferences that encourage the co-production of knowledge, across disciplines and cultures. Participants in the Dissertation Proposal Writing Workshop learn specifically to work collaboratively in the development of major research projects, in discussions that bridge various fields of inquiry and theoretical perspectives

	c) The ethical behaviour consistent with academic integrity and the use of appropriate guidelines and procedures for responsible conduct of research; and 
	4.3  Time, task, and project management skills
	in the planning of several different assignments at the same time, balancing teaching and/or research assistantships, conferencing, and publishing while writing the dissertation

	d) The ability to evaluate the broader implications of applying knowledge to particular contexts
	4.4  Networking skills
	by joining both graduate student and professional associations and presenting at graduate student and professional conferences; becoming familiar with the major journals and associations within the discipline as well as in other disciplines relevant for specific projects

	 
	4.5  Administrative skills
	by participating in student and program governance through committee work and meeting attendance; participating in the governance of the English Graduate Student Association (EGSA)

	 
	4.6  Additional skills specific to the academic profession as well as those transferable to careers outside of it
	by attending the Graduate Program in English Professionalization Workshops, a series of sessions designed to help students complete their doctoral studies in an informed, timely, and productive fashion. Workshops focus on topics relevant to professional development, such as writing grant applications, publishing articles, successful conference presentations, , effective lecturing, effective interviewing, course design, etc.

	 
	4.7  PhD scholars must complete their work in a manner consistent with academic integrity and the use of appropriate guidelines and procedures for responsible conduct of research (including the protocol process), and be aware of the broader implications of applying knowledge to particular contexts
	by completing seminar assignments, conference papers and journals articles, as well as the dissertation 

	5.0  Level of communication skills
	 
	 

	The ability to communicate complex and/or ambiguous ideas, issues and conclusions clearly and effectively.
	5.1  Practice clarity and fluidity of phrasing for persuasive oral articulation of complex explanations and significant arguments 
	by participating in seminar discussions, delivering formal presentations, and fielding questions and answers as well as by participating as student representatives in Program committees and English Graduate Student Association committees

	 
	5.2  Practice spoken and written forms of addressing, persuading, and otherwise educating broader audiences in original topics which require the synthesis of knowledge, comprehension of historical relevance, critical impact and limitations.  
	by making the transition from formal class presentations to national and international conference presentations; from article or presentation abstracts to full applications, including funding applications; when they write and submit scholarly articles for publication in journals

	6.0  Awareness of limits of knowledge
	 
	 

	An appreciation of the limitations of one's own work and discipline, of the complexity of knowledge, and of the potential contributions of other interpretations, methods, and disciplines.
	6.1  Develop research projects that engage critical debates and contrast various perspectives or schools of thought and interpretation
	by writing research papers of conference and article length in seminars, funding applications, the dissertation proposal, articles for publication submission, and the full dissertation itself

	 
	6.2  Define the topic and method of a research paper, grant application, or dissertation that must be situated in existing scholarship and draw new lines of inquiry
	as above

	 
	6.3  Compare and question literary and cultural texts across disciplinary, cultural, historical, and national boundaries
	as above

	 
	6.4  Point out future lines of inquiry that remain beyond the scope of their work
	as above

	 
	6.5  Assess, synthesize, and respond to criticisms made by experts in the field
	by writing research papers for course professors, proposals and applications for funding at the provincial and national level, writing a book-length dissertation under the critical supervision of a committee of scholars, undergoing the submission and reader-review process of articles to scholarly journals

	 
	6.6  Test their ideas and knowledge of the field by working with undergraduate students, and demonstrate how a critic within the discipline functions responsibly and productively
	by working as a teaching assistant in an undergraduate course tutorial and guest lecturing in undergraduate courses




At the Ph.D. level, students consolidate their MA learning through course work, ensuring that their knowledge encompasses a wide range of time periods. Students also have the option of taking Directed Reading courses under the supervision of faculty members that may also reflect student interest and fill possible gaps in knowledge, as well as preparing students for taking comprehensive exams.
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