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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Template

The following information is required for all proposals involving a change to program/graduate diploma academic requirements, including admission requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).

1. Program: Master of Accounting (MAcc)
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): Summer 2019
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed change(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points. Please provide:
a) A description of the proposed change(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.

The program proposes to add SB/ACTG 6250 3.00- Financial Reporting and Analysis as a required course to the Master of Accounting , thereby increasing the number of required courses from 42 to 45 credits. 
A background understanding of how the Diploma in Intermediate Accounting (DIAc) and the Master of Accounting (MAcc) are related is provided below so as to give a fuller understanding of the rationale for this motion:

Background 

The DIAc is a two-semester diploma designed to provide foundational knowledge for non-business graduates who intend to go on to pursue the Schulich Master of Accounting.  The two terms of the DIAc are designated Term 0 and Term 1. The final term of the DIAc (Term 1) overlaps with the first term of the MAcc, the latter whose three terms are designated Terms 1,2 and 3.  Because of the Term 1 overlap in the two programs any change in Term 1 affects both the DIAc and the MAcc

To cater for the varying levels of accounting and business content in an applicant’s prior undergraduate education, there are three entry points into the DIAc-MAcc programs as follows:

i. Term 0 (DIAc entry): Applicants with non-CPA accredited undergraduate degrees

ii. Term 1 (MAcc entry): Applicants with CPA accredited undergraduate degrees 

iii. Term 2 (MAcc advanced standing): Schulich IBBA & BBA (accounting specialization)  

The objective of Terms 0 and Term 1 is to ensure that students master content comparable to the core accounting content mastered by a Schulich I/BBA graduate (accounting specialization) who enters the program at Term 2.  The expectation therefore is that at the end of Term 1, all students irrespective of prior undergraduate education, match Schulich I/BBA graduates (accounting specialization) in terms of core accounting content covered. 
Rationale

SB/ACTG 6250 3.00- Financial Reporting and Analysis is already part of the DIAc program and is currently offered in Term 0 of that program. What we are proposing to do is to shift the course from Term 0 to Term 1 as we believe that the course content would be less difficult for students to grasp after they have completed all of their Term 0 courses. This shift does not affect the number of credits in the DIAc. However moving SB/ACTG 6250 3.00 to Term 1, does affect the number of credits in the MAcc.  To be precise, the move increases the MAcc Term 1 course-load from 12 credits to 15 credits. This workload is consistent with other terms in the program.

Adding SB/ACTG 6250 3.00 to the MAcc, has two benefits to the program
1. It formalizes what is already taking place. The majority of students who enter the MAcc at Term 1, are required to take this course as overload due to a deficit in this content in their undergraduate business degrees. 
2. It produces a clear pedagogical benefit. Given the current Term 0 timing of the course, Term 1 entrants are only able to take the course when it is offered again in Term 0 of the following year, by which time they would be in Term 3 of their program.  Given the nature of SB/ACTG 6250 3.00, it is much more beneficial for all students to have mastered its content at the very beginning of the MAcc (Term 1), rather than at the very end (Term 3).

b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.

The learning outcomes will not be affected as the course provides students with prerequisite

skills to better grasp the material in the program
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c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. (Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.)
This change occurs in coordination with the Diploma in Advanced Accounting and Diploma in

Intermediate Accounting. Consultations occurred within the Schulich accounting area, with the

Schulich AD Academic and the Student Services unit. Approval of this change included

approval by the Programs Coordinating Committee, which ensured coordination with and

approval by other relevant Schulich program representatives.
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. (Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.)
This course is part of the DIAc program and was already being offered to incoming students of

the MAcc as overload to their degree because many had not covered the content of the course

in their under graduate degrees. As a result, there are no resource implications.

e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.

4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the graduate Calendar. 

	Existing Program Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program Information
(change to)

	The Master of Accounting (MAcc) is a

professional degree program designed to

develop students’ academic and intellectual

abilities in all fields of professional accountancy.

The 12-month, 42 credit program is accredited

by CPA Canada. Successful graduates will have

acquired in-depth knowledge in all of the subdisciplines that constitute the broad field of

accounting and will have also deepened their

expertise in two chosen areas. They may

proceed to write the Common Final Examination immediately following graduation from the program.

	The Master of Accounting (MAcc) is a

professional degree program designed to

develop students’ academic and intellectual

abilities in all fields of professional accountancy.

The 12-month, 45 credit program is accredited

by CPA Canada. Successful graduates will have

acquired in-depth knowledge in all of the subdisciplines that constitute the broad field of

accounting and will have also deepened their

expertise in two chosen areas. They may

proceed to write the Common Final Examination immediately following graduation from the program.


TERM





EXISTING CURRICULUM





TERM





PROPOSED CURRICULUM





1





ACTG 6140 3.00 Intermediate Financial Accounting II





1





ACTG 6140 3.00 Intermediate Financial Accounting II





ACTG 6600 3.00 Auditing Standards and Applications





ACTG 6600 3.00 Auditing Standards and Applications





ACTG 6710 3.00  Introduction to Income Taxation





ACTG 6710 3.00  Introduction to Income Taxation





ACTG 6550 1.5 Advanced Management Accounting 





ACTG 6550 1.5 Advanced Management Accounting 





MACC 6201 1.50 Multi-competency Case Analysis for -


 Accountants 





MACC 6201 1.50 Multi-competency Case Analysis for-


 Accountants 





ACTG 6250 3.00 Financial Reporting and Analysis





2





MACC 6301 3.00 Integrative Case Analysis for Accountants 





2





MACC 6301 3.00 Integrative Case Analysis for Accountants 





ACTG 6160 3.00 Advanced Financial Accounting





ACTG 6160 3.00 Advanced Financial Accounting





ACTG 6610 3.00 Advanced Auditing





ACTG 6610 3.00 Advanced Auditing





ACTG 6720 3.00  Advanced Income Taxation





ACTG 6720 3.00  Advanced Income Taxation





ACTG 6730 3.00 Managerial Tax Planning





ACTG 6730 3.00 Managerial Tax Planning
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ACTG 6701 3.00 Integrative Tax: Cases and Analysis





ACTG 6701 3.00 Integrative Tax: Cases and Analysis





ACTG 6801 3.00 Strategic Leadership Planning & Case Analysis





ACTG 6801 3.00 Strategic Leadership Planning & Case Analysis





ACTG 6150 3.00 Complex Financial Reporting Issues





ACTG 6150 3.00 Complex Financial Reporting Issues





ACTG 6401 3.00 Advanced Integrative Case Analysis 





ACTG 6401 3.00 Advanced Integrative Case Analysis 





ACTG 6501 3.00 Integrative Case Analysis – The Capstone 





ACTG 6501 3.00 Integrative Case Analysis – The Capstone 
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