Updates to Regulations – Part-time Status

Current location: https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/registration/#status 

Rationale:

FGS has added program length sections, highlighting times to completion regulations and information for each graduate program, to the 2020-21 Calendar. As part of our efforts to provide clarity to students on program lengths, FGS’ part-time status language must be updated. The current language around the calculation of terms intends to speak to fees and not FGS’ regulations on program time limits:

· https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/degree-types/#masterstime
· https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/degree-types/#doctoraltime

Updating FGS’ part-time status language should eliminate any misinterpretation of program time limits for students.
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Registration Status
Full-time Status

A graduate student is designated by the University as full-time if he or she:

a. is pursuing his or her studies as a full-time occupation;
b. identifies himself or herself as a full-time graduate student;
c. is geographically available and visits the campus regularly. (A graduate student may be absent from the campus while still under supervision, e.g., visiting libraries, attending a graduate course at another institution, field work, enrolled in distance or on-line courses, etc. If such periods of absence exceed four weeks in any term, approval of the graduate program director and the Dean of Graduate Studies is required.);
d. is considered by his or her supervisor and program director to be progressing, in relation to program requirements and expectations, at a satisfactory rate; and
e. has not normally completed more than six terms of full-time study at the master’s level or not more than 18 terms of full-time study at the Doctoral level.

Full-time graduate students may hold employment provided that they are not regularly employed for more than an average of ten hours per week for any period for which they are registered as full-time graduate students. If the student is employed by the University as a graduate or teaching assistant, the ten hours per week represents the total time spent by the student in connection with the appointment and includes the time spent on preparative work, reading set assignments, marking examinations, etc.

Part-time Status

All registered graduate students pursing a degree or stand-alone graduate diploma who do not meet the requirements of full-time status as defined above are part-time graduate students. For the calculation of degree/program length and balance of degree fees, one full-time term is equivalent to two part-time terms, and vice versa.

Change in Status

Degree and diploma students are expected to remain in the registration status (full-time or part-time) to which they were admitted unless a change of status is approved by the program director and the Dean.
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