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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: Cinema & Media Studies/Film
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): 2020-21
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed modification(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points:
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
These changes encompass a number of minor changes to Calendar copy, correcting mistakes, simplifying and clarifying language, removing redundancies, and, in the case of the PhD Program, adding a designated methodology class and changing the comps defence to a proposal defence. The purpose of the substantive changes to the PhD Program are intended to support student progress through their degree. The changes are discussed in the order of the Calendar copy.
-Correcting name of Film 6220 3.0 Methods and Research in Cinema & Media Studies 
-adding “See Program website for details” to MA Admissions text to indicate that more detailed information on the length and format of admission materials (e.g., writing samples) will be provided on the Program website. Rather than clutter Calendar text with details that may shift slightly, these details are specified in the Program website text. 
-Removing references to Film 5700 3.0: Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry and Film 5800 3.0: Directed Reading from Calendar copy since these are simply elective course options that have since been supplemented by others. These courses remain on the books and will be featured on the Program website and course offerings but do not need to be in the Calendar. Removed for all three degrees. 
- removing detailed description of portfolio submissions for Production and Screenwriting MFA applicants, and referring now to the relevant program webpage.
-adding options for Production MFA required courses, allowing students either to take Film 5010 3.0 Production or Film 5080 3.0 Directing Short Narratives. The reality of MFA students increasingly entering the program with a proposed thesis project that gravitates towards a fictional/hybrid approach creates the need to provide them with a 5080 Directing Short Narratives core course, alongside our longstanding foundational 5010 Production core course.

-removal of redundant language about requirement for Production MFA students to take a Cinema & Media Studies course

-removal of requirement for PhD students to take Film 5400 Grad Seminar as a required non-credit course. Film 5400 is a required professional development course for MA and MFA students. Currently PhD students attend some individual modules of Film 5400 (e.g., grant development, research ethics) but the Program provides alternative forms of professional development in the required course, Film 7000, and though doctoral-specific workshops.
-Designating Film 7020 3.0 Advanced Methods and Research in Cinema & Media Studies as the required methodology course for all PhD students. In the past, students fulfilled the methodology requirement by taking courses in other Programs or by setting up Student Initiated Collaborative Inquiry (Film 5700) courses with individual cohorts. Students have reported that these solutions are unsatisfactory; hence the introduction of Film 7020 3.0 Advanced Methods and Research in Cinema & Media Studies. Due to the small number of students admitted each year, this course may need to be offered biannually to ensure that enrollment will meet the 8-student minimum for AMPD graduate courses, though students from other AMPD programs will be invited to enroll with permission of instructor. If enrollment is sufficient, the course may be offered annually.
-removal of text stating incoming students may be required to take “preparatory courses in PhD1.” This clause was introduced when the PhD program was first introduced but it has never been applied in a decade, and the high number and quality of current applicants means that it can be removed from Calendar text. 

- removal of requirement that PhD students seeking to take Directed Reading courses must have approval from the “student’s first year advisor,” as approval by the Graduate Program Director is sufficient and first year advisors have been variable in their consistency. We propose to replace the term “Directed Reading course” with the more generic term “independent study courses” in order to encompass the range of independent study courses available to students in the Program (individual “Directed Reading” and “Field Placement” and group “Student Initiated Collaborative Inquiry” courses). 
- addition of syllabus option in comprehensive exams. This change allows students two options to complete the comps: either a) write three essays or b) two essays and an annotated syllabus. Students can to use the syllabus option to get better training for undergraduate teaching and apply disciplinary knowledge in a pedagogical context. The syllabus expands their knowledge of the comp field by asking students to think through how they would sequence readings and pair them with cinema & media screenings. Also, since students complete comps at different rates, we propose that they complete comps during the second year of the PhD, rather than specifying the second term.
-removal of unnecessary reference to FGS dissertation defence procedures as these need not be present in Program Calendar copy.
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.
The changes in requirements are summarized in a) above. These minor changes will support learning outcomes/objectives and support PhD progress through the degree. 
The changes to the PhD Degree Requirements are reflected in the attached revised “Doctoral Learning Objectives CMS-proposed_revisions_May2020” document. In addition, the revised document corrects a previous error: Film 6230 Contemporary Cinema and Media Theory is a required course in the MA Program, not the PhD. Instead, the new required course, Film 7020 3.0 Advanced Methods and Research in Cinema & Media Studies, is added. 
c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.
N/A
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.
Of all of the proposed changes, only the introduction of a required PhD methodology course has resource implications. These implications are mitigated by the fact that the course will normally be offered biannually in order to ensure a minimum enrolment of 8 students; if enrolment increases, the course may be offered annually.
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
As always, students will have the option of applying the Program Requirements that were in place when they were admitted, and so all students may easily be accommodated if they make this choice. However, since many of these changes are responding to student feedback, especially to the PhD Program, we are confident that student will embrace the new regulations. 
4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	CINEMA & MEDIA STUDIES/FILM
The Graduate Program in Film, established in 1980, is the oldest film graduate program in Canada. It is anchored in the first Department of Film established in Canada (1970). 
The Graduate Program in Film offers MA and PhD degrees in Cinema & Media Studies, as well as a MFA in Film, which consists of two discrete fields: Production and Screenwriting. 
Students can combine their MA or MFA degree with a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree. 
All degrees are offered either full-time or part-time. 
MASTER OF ARTS IN CINEMA & MEDIA STUDIES PROGRAM 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
To be considered for admission, applicants must have at least a B (second class) standing in an acceptable Honours degree or equivalent. 

Applicants are expected to submit: 
· a written statement of interest and major research project/thesis proposal; 
· a writing sample; 
· a résumé/curriculum vitae; 
· transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended; and, 
· three letters of reference. 
The program’s admissions committee may invite applicants to an interview. 

Admission to the program does not include approval of a major research project/thesis project. 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
The MA degree may be earned in one of four ways: 
1. By completion of 8 half courses and a major research project of 40-50 pages. The majority of students in the Cinema and Media Studies MA are expected to elect this option. 
2. By completion of 8 half courses and a research/creation major research project supplemented by a support paper of approximately 20 pages. 
3. By completion of 8 half courses and a field placement major research project supplemented by a support paper of approximately 20 pages. 
4. By completion of 7 half courses and a thesis (80-100 pages). MA students may be granted permission by the program to pursue a thesis option on the basis of a rigorous and well-structured thesis proposal. 

Students should consult with the Cinema & Media Studies’ Graduate Program Director in order to determine which model best suits their interests and abilities. Students wishing to complete the degree under option 4 must make certain that they have the supervision in place as well as the research tools to complete a thesis. 

Required Courses for MA in Cinema and Media Studies 
Film 6220 3.0 Methods and Research in Film Studies 
 Film 6230 3.0 Contemporary Cinema & Media Studies Theory 
Film 5400 3.0 Graduate Seminar 
Cinema & Media Studies students are eligible to take some Production and Screenwriting courses, but in all cases must receive the explicit permission of course directors to enroll. 

Cinema & Media Studies students may normally take up to six graduate credits outside the Film program. Permission is required from the course director, the director of the graduate program in which the course is taken, and the Graduate Program Director of Cinema & Media Studies. 
All courses must be taken during the full-time residency of five consecutive terms or the part-time residency of ten consecutive terms. 

Film 5700 3.0: Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry/Film 5800 3.0: Directed Reading: Students may design a course of study with a faculty member provided it is not covered by any available courses in the curriculum and does not overlap significantly with a course previously taken. The Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry requires two or more students working on a project. Students are normally allowed two such courses during their master’s tenure in the Film program. All Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry and Directed Reading courses must be approved by the Graduate Program Director of Cinema & Media Studies. 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN FILM PROGRAM 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
To be considered for admission, applicants must have at least a B (second class) standing or equivalent. Where applicants have a significant record of professional achievement, they may appeal for admission with a lower academic standing. 
Applicants are expected to submit: 
· a written statement of interest and thesis proposal; 
· Screenwriting: The thesis proposal should consist of three story concepts for feature films that the applicant might work on as a thesis project. One concept may be described in up to 1000 words, the others in 250–500 words, providing a sense of the subject matter, dramatic premise, genre, and anything else deemed important, including why the applicant wants to tell this story. 
· a portfolio: 
· Production: Up to 4 films and/or new media works, where the applicant is preferably the chief creator/director/filmmaker/author. (Password-protected Vimeo or YouTube links only, clearly listed in the application. DVDs or other formats will not be accepted.) Complete works are preferable to excerpts. (Documentation of video/new media installations is also accepted). Applicants should clearly list for each production: the title; the link and password; their creative role(s); original shooting format; year of production; 2-3 sentence synopsis (summarize both content and formal concerns); production context and funding (including if it was produced as part of a school program); 
· Screenwriting: Given the ready availability of screenwriting pedagogy in books and online, the program expects students that are admitted to already understand workably the fundamentals of screenwriting and to be proficient in the English language (written and oral). The program requires that applicants submit a feature screenplay as part of their portfolio, as well as other writings that reflect their writing abilities and creativity. Applicants may submit online links to films that have been produced from a script they have written, along with a copy of the script; 
· a résumé/curriculum vitae; 
· transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended; and, 
· three letters of reference. 
The program’s admissions committee may invite applicants to an interview. 
Admission to the program does not include approval of a thesis project. 
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
All graduate students earning a Master of Fine Arts degree in production or screenwriting must complete 18 graduate credits (six half courses) and a thesis during their full-time residency of five terms or part-time residency of ten terms. 
PRODUCTION STUDENTS 
Required Courses 
Film 5010 3.0: Production 
Film 5400 3.0: Graduate Seminar 

SCREENWRITING STUDENTS 
Required Courses 
Film 5110 3.0: Screenwriting 
Film 5130A 3.0: Selected Topics in Screenwriting 
Film 5400 3.0: Graduate Seminar 

MFA students must take at least one half (3.0) Cinema & Media studies graduate-level course, or an equivalent approved by the Graduate Program Director of Cinema & Media Studies. 
Production students are eligible to take some Screenwriting courses, and Screenwriting students are eligible to take some Production courses, but in all cases must receive the explicit permission of the course directors to enroll. 
· Note: Production students must complete at least one Cinema & Media Studies half course (3.0 credits). 

MFA students may normally take up to two half (3.0) courses or one full (6.0) course from outside the Film program. Permission is required from the course director, the director of the graduate program in which the course is taken, and the Graduate Program Director in Film. 

All courses must be taken during the full-time residency of five consecutive terms or the part-time residency of ten consecutive terms. 

Film 5700 3.0: Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry/Film 5800 3.0: Directed Reading: Students may design a course of study with a faculty member provided it is not covered by any available courses in the curriculum and does not overlap significantly with a course previously taken. The Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry requires two or more students working on a project. Students are normally allowed two such courses during their master’s tenure in the Film program. All Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry and Directed Reading courses must be approved by the Graduate Program Director in Film.
DOCTOROFPHILOSOPHY PROGRAMIN CINEMA & MEDIA STUDIES 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Applicants for the PhD degree are considered only after they have been graduate students at a recognized university for at least one year and have been awarded the master’s degree in Cinema and Media Studies (or equivalent program), with at least a B+ average indicating preparation for advanced graduate work in Cinema & Media Studies. 

· Applicants are expected to submit: 
· a written statement of interest and dissertation proposal; 
· a writing sample; 
· a résumé/curriculum vitae; 
· transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended; and, 
· three letters of reference. 
The program’s admissions committee may invite applicants to an interview. 
Admission to the program does not include approval of a dissertation project. 
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
Doctoral students must successfully complete 18 graduate credits (six 3.0 credit courses), plus Film 5400 3.0: Graduate Seminar, which is a non-credit course). 
Required Courses 
Film 7000 3.0: Key Concepts in Cinema and Media Studies 
An approved Methods and Research course of 3.0 credits 
If a student has not acquired an adequate background in Cinema & Media Studies in their master’s level studies, they are required to take preparatory courses in PhD I. These courses are taken in addition to the established degree requirements: one of: Film 6210 3.0: Theoretical Issues in Cinema and Media; or Film 6230 3.0: Contemporary Cinema and Media Theory. 
Elective Courses 
Students may take a maximum of two 3.0-credit courses as electives outside the Program. 
Film 5700 3.0 Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry / Film 5800 3.0 Directed Reading: Students may design a course of study with a faculty member provided it is not covered by any available courses in the curriculum and does not overlap significantly with a course previously taken. The Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry requires two or more students working on a project. Students are normally allowed two such courses during their master’s tenure in the Film program. All Student-Initiated Collaborative Inquiry and Directed Reading courses must be approved by the Graduate Program Director of Cinema & Media Studies. 

No more than two 3.0-credit courses may be Directed Reading courses as approved by the student’s first year advisor and Graduate Program Director. 
Doctoral students, while undertaking some of the same required courses as master’s level students, are expected to perform at a much higher level of study on top of the already stated course requirements. There are additional assignments that may take the form of longer, more substantive research papers and essays.

Comprehensive Examination Field Essay 
Students are expected to complete the comprehensive exam, which takes the form of a three-part essay followed by an oral examination, normally no later than the end of the second term of PhD II. 
The objectives of the comprehensive examination are to equip students with the specialized knowledge they need to undertake research for their doctoral dissertation and to prepare and qualify students to teach undergraduate courses in cinema and media studies. 
Dissertation Proposal 
Students should normally submit a dissertation proposal, including ethics approval (if applicable), for approval by their dissertation committee, the graduate program, and the Faculty of Graduate Studies, no later than six months after completion of the comprehensive examination.

Dissertation and Oral Defence of Dissertation 
Dissertations are evaluated by standard Faculty of Graduate Studies’ oral defence procedures. When the supervisory committee is satisfied that a dissertation is ready for oral examination, it sends a signed oral defence examination notification form to the Faculty. The supervisor, working in conjunction with the Graduate Program Director, forms an examination committee according to the standards of the Faculty. A complete copy of the dissertation is sent to all members of the oral examination committee at least four weeks before a scheduled oral defence date. 
All Faculty of Graduate Studies procedures for dissertation examination apply. 
http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/thesis-dissertation

	CINEMA & MEDIA STUDIES/FILM

The Graduate Program in Film, established in 1980, is the oldest film graduate program in Canada. It is anchored in the first Department of Film established in Canada (1970). 
The Graduate Program in Film offers MA and PhD degrees in Cinema & Media Studies, as well as a MFA in Film, which consists of two discrete fields: Production and Screenwriting. 
Students can combine their MA or MFA degree with a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree. 
All degrees are offered either full-time or part-time. 
MASTER OF ARTS IN CINEMA & MEDIA STUDIES PROGRAM 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
To be considered for admission, applicants must have at least a B (second class) standing in an acceptable Honours degree or equivalent. 

Applicants are expected to submit: 
· a written statement of interest and major research project/thesis proposal; 
· a writing sample (see Program website for details); 
· a résumé/curriculum vitae; 
· transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended; and, 
· three letters of reference. 
The program’s admissions committee may invite applicants to an interview. 

Admission to the program does not include approval of a major research project/thesis project. 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
The MA degree may be earned in one of four ways: 
1. By completion of 8 half courses and a major research project of 40-50 pages. The majority of students in the Cinema and Media Studies MA are expected to elect this option. 
2. By completion of 8 half courses and a research/creation major research project supplemented by a support paper of approximately 20 pages. 
3. By completion of 8 half courses and a field placement major research project supplemented by a support paper of approximately 20 pages. 
4. By completion of 7 half courses and a thesis (80-100 pages). MA students may be granted permission by the program to pursue a thesis option on the basis of a rigorous and well-structured thesis proposal. 

Students should consult with the Cinema & Media Studies’ Graduate Program Director in order to determine which model best suits their interests and abilities. Students wishing to complete the degree under option 4 must make certain that they have the supervision in place as well as the research tools to complete a thesis. 

Required Courses for MA in Cinema and Media Studies 
Film 6220 3.0 Methods and Research in Cinema & Media Studies 
Film 6230 3.0 Contemporary Cinema & Media Studies Theory 
Film 5400 3.0 Graduate Seminar 
Cinema & Media Studies students are eligible to take some Production and Screenwriting courses, but in all cases must receive the explicit permission of course directors to enroll. 

Cinema & Media Studies students may normally take up to six graduate credits outside the Film program. Permission is required from the course director, the director of the graduate program in which the course is taken, and the Graduate Program Director of Cinema & Media Studies. 

All courses must be taken during the full-time residency of five consecutive terms or the part-time residency of ten consecutive terms. 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN FILM PROGRAM 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
To be considered for admission, applicants must have at least a B (second class) standing or equivalent. Where applicants have a significant record of professional achievement, they may appeal for admission with a lower academic standing. 

Applicants are expected to submit: 

· a written statement of interest and thesis proposal;
· a portfolio 

·    for Production: A number of moving image film and/or new media works, where the applicant is the main creator/director/filmmaker/author (see Program website for details).

·    for Screenwriting: Written work, e.g., a feature screenplay, or a pilot and bible for a one-hour TV series, or short stories/creative writing/playwrighting/new media fiction-based writing that reflects their writing abilities and creativity (see Program website for details);
· a résumé/curriculum vitae; 
· transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended; 
· three letters of reference.
The program’s admissions committee may invite applicants to an interview. 
Admission to the program does not include approval of a thesis project. 
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
All graduate students earning a Master of Fine Arts degree in production or screenwriting must complete 18 graduate credits (six half courses) and a thesis during their full-time residency of five terms or part-time residency of ten terms. 

PRODUCTION STUDENTS 
Required Courses 
Film 5010 3.0: Production 
or 

Film 5080 3.0: Directing Short Narratives
Film 5400 3.0: Graduate Seminar 

SCREENWRITING STUDENTS 
Required Courses 
Film 5110 3.0: Screenwriting 
Film 5130A 3.0: Selected Topics in Screenwriting 
Film 5400 3.0: Graduate Seminar 

MFA students must take at least one half (3.0) Cinema & Media studies graduate-level course, or an equivalent approved by the Graduate Program Director of Cinema & Media Studies. 
Production students are eligible to take some Screenwriting courses, and Screenwriting students are eligible to take some Production courses, but in all cases must receive the explicit permission of the course directors to enroll. 

MFA students may normally take up to two half (3.0) courses or one full (6.0) course from outside the Film program. Permission is required from the course director, the director of the graduate program in which the course is taken, and the Graduate Program Director in Film. 

All courses must be taken during the full-time residency of five consecutive terms or the part-time residency of ten consecutive terms. 

DOCTOROFPHILOSOPHY PROGRAMIN CINEMA & MEDIA STUDIES 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Applicants for the PhD degree are considered only after they have been graduate students at a recognized university for at least one year and have been awarded the master’s degree in Cinema and Media Studies (or equivalent program), with at least a B+ average indicating preparation for advanced graduate work in Cinema & Media Studies. 

· Applicants are expected to submit: 
· a written statement of interest and dissertation proposal; 
· a writing sample; 
· a résumé/curriculum vitae; 
· transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended; and, 
· three letters of reference. 
The program’s admissions committee may invite applicants to an interview. 

Admission to the program does not include approval of a dissertation project. 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
Doctoral students must successfully complete 18 graduate credits (six 3.0 credit courses). 

Required Courses 
· Film 7000 3.0: Key Concepts in Cinema and Media Studies 
· Film 7020 3.0 Advanced Methods and Research in Cinema & Media Studies
Elective Courses 
Students may take a maximum of two 3.0-credit courses as electives outside the Program. 

No more than two 3.0-credit courses may be independent study courses as approved by the Graduate Program Director. 

Doctoral students, while undertaking some of the same required courses as master’s level students, are expected to perform at a much higher level of study on top of the already stated course requirements. There are additional assignments that may take the form of longer, more substantive research papers and essays.

Comprehensive Examination Field Essay 
Students are expected to complete the comprehensive exam, which takes the form of a three-part essay or two-part essay and syllabus followed by an oral examination, normally during PhD2. 
The objectives of the comprehensive examination are to equip students with the specialized knowledge they need to undertake research for their doctoral dissertation and to prepare and qualify students to teach undergraduate courses in cinema and media studies. 

Dissertation Proposal 
Students should normally submit a dissertation proposal, including ethics approval (if applicable), for approval by their dissertation committee, the graduate program, and the Faculty of Graduate Studies, no later than six months after completion of the comprehensive examination. 
Dissertation and Oral Defence of Dissertation 
Dissertations are evaluated by standard Faculty of Graduate Studies’ oral defence procedures. When the supervisory committee is satisfied that a dissertation is ready for oral examination, it sends a signed oral defence examination notification form to the Faculty. The supervisor, working in conjunction with the Graduate Program Director, forms an examination committee according to the standards of the Faculty. A complete copy of the dissertation is sent to all members of the oral examination committee at least four weeks before a scheduled oral defence date. 


Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance– fgsgovrn@yorku.ca 
www.yorku.ca/grads/ | www.facebook.com/YorkUGradStudies
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